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"The Lord blessed the latter part of Job's life more than the former." (Job 42:12)
God’s Grace in Loss (Job 42:7-17)
God’s grace in restored friendships (42:7-9)
God’s grace in relationships (42:10-11)
God’s grace with possessions (42:12)
God’s grace with the next generation (42:13-15)
God’s grace through the years (42:16-17)
Redemption and the Innocent Sufferer (James 5:11)
Job as a picture of Jesus (James 5:11)
Suffering in the cosmic drama (1 John 3:8)
Suffering though innocent (1 Peter 3:18)
Suffering as a revelation of wisdom (Colossians 2:2-3)
Suffering as a pathway to God’s grace (1 Peter 5:10-11)

1. Have you ever experienced something being taken away but later restored? What
happened and what did you feel afterwards?
2. This weekend we conclude our series, “Finding God in the Darkness,” by looking at Job
42:7-17. Whether you are on your own or with a small group, begin your study in prayer,
and then read that portion of Job aloud.
3. As the book of Job draws to a conclusion, God brings restoration to Job from his great
losses. However, it is not a simplistic restoration. The first section of this restoration
involves Job’s three friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. What is God’s accusation against
them in verse 7 and what is God’s plan for restoration for them in verse 8?
4. Battered, bruised and covered with boils, Job is approached by his friends with humility
and repentance. What do you think is significant about Job’s prayer as it depicts Job’s
relationship with God and his relationship with his friends?
5. The next phase of Job’s restoration is more personal, covering his relationships, his material possessions, his children, and his years. What catches your attention from these
different restorative works of God in verses 10-17?
6. There are various different views on God’s restoration of Job’s life. Some see it as actually
reinforcing the retribution principle of Job’s friends (that those who suffer have done
wrong and those who have wealth have done right). Some see it as reflecting Job’s
reward for praying for his friends. Others see it as simply God’s gracious gift in Job’s life.
How do you view this restoration?
7. Job has often been seen as a ‘type’ of Christ; that is, a biblical character who pictures forth
what Jesus would be like and do. How do you think this is true?
8. What is one specific thing that God is speaking to you through this specific study, but
also through this series on Job? If you are with a small group, discuss that with one
another and then take extended time to pray about what you share. If you are studying
on your own, write it down, pray about it, and share this with someone during the next
few days.
[This week we enter Holy Week, our celebration of Jesus’ journey to the Cross and Resurrection.
Join us for services on Good Friday (12 & 7 pm) and Easter weekend (Saturday at 5 pm, Sunday
at 8, 9:30 & 11 am.)]
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