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“Look at the nations and watch – and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something your
days that you would not believe, even if you were told.” (Habakkuk 1:5)
The God Who Acts (Habakkuk 1:5)
• God’s Action in Light of Habakkuk’s Question (1:2)
• God’s Action in Light of Disobedience (Deuteronomy 28:15, 49)
When God’s Action Plan Doesn’t Match Our Hopes (Habakkuk 1:2-4)
• God and the Babylonian Empire
• The Character of the Babylonian forces
• God’s Judgment on the Babylonian forces
Two Crucial Issues from Habakkuk
• The Nations and the Sovereignty of God
• Suffering and the Justice of God

THIS MESSAGE IS AVAILABLE ON CD, OR VIA DOWNLOAD & PODCAST AT eastbrook.org/turningtogod.

study guide
1. Have you ever had a season of life where one thing seemed to go wrong after
another? What happened and how did you deal with it?
2. We continue our series, “Turning to God in Troubling Times,” from the book of Habakkuk
this weekend at Eastbrook. This study takes us into Habakkuk 1:5-11, where God
responds to Habakkuk’s complaint in 1:1-4. Take some time to pray, asking God to
speak to you as you, and then read Habakkuk 1:1-11 aloud.
3. Background: Habakkuk is most likely prophesying during the time of 609-598 B.C. By
612 B.C., the Babylonians had overrun all three capitals of the Assyrian Empire: Assur,
Nimrod, and Nineveh. Thus, the great threat to Judah posed by the Assyrians was
driven away and replaced by the rising threat of the Babylonian Empire. In 597 B.C., the
Babylonians came against Jerusalem, deporting some its leading citizens, and in 587
B.C., the Babylonians completely conquered Jerusalem. The word ‘Chaldean’ is another
term for ‘Babylonian’ during this time.
4. In 1:5, God says He will act in response to Habakkuk’s sense that God is not listening.
Why would this be an encouragement to Habakkuk and his listeners?
5. Habakkuk’s first complaint to God (1:1-4) centers on the violence and wrongdoing
within the kingdom of Judah in which he lives. Based on what you read in 1:5-6, why is
God’s response something that will utterly amaze Habakkuk and his hearers?
6. Looking through verses 6-11, the character and ways of the Babylonians are described
in vivid detail. Take some time to consider these different characteristics. Why would
these words send terror into Habakkuk’s hearers?
7. What situations in your own life, our nation, or the world are shocking or utterly
amazing in a negative way right now? Why is that your response?
8. A major theme of Habakkuk is the sovereignty of God in the face of human threats.
Why do you think it is significant that God is shown as the one doing something
amazing by raising up the Babylonians (1:5-6), even if this is not Habakkuk’s hope in
response to his prayer (1:1-4)? What does this tell us about who God is?
9. It is important to see that God calls out the actions of the Babylonians as wrong; they
are “guilty people” (1:11). From what comes later, in Habakkuk 2:2-20, we know that God
will deal with them, too. Why do you think God would use “guilty people” to work His
purposes out in the world? Have you ever seen this happen?
10. How is God speaking to you through God’s words in Habakkuk 1:5-11? If you are with
a small group, discuss that with one another and pray for one another. If you are
studying on your own, write it down and share it with someone.
[Next week: Our series, “Turning to God in Troubling Times,” leads us into the second complaint
of Habakkuk in chapter 1:12-2:1. Prepare for next week by reading this passage ahead of time.]

