“| Believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord”
LIVING THE CREED: CONNECTING LIFE AND FAITH IN THE APOSTLES' CREED - JUNE 12,2022 - PASTOR MATT ERICKSON

“No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship
with the Father, has made him known.” (John 1:18)

Jesus
The giving of this name (Matthew 1:20-21; Luke 1:31-33)
The significance of the name “Jesus”

Jesus the Christ
The Jewish anticipation of Messiah (Ezekiel 37:21-28; Deuteronomy 18:15; Daniel 9:24-27)
Jesus the fulfillment of Messianic longings (Matthew 16:15-17; Acts 2:36)
What it means that Jesus is the Christ/Messiah

Jesus, God’s Only Son
Jesus the Eternal Son (John 1:1-5, 18)
Jesus the Incarnate Son (John 1:14; Matthew 3:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-4)
What it means (and doesn't mean) that Jesus is God's Son

Jesus the Lord
The fundamental declaration of Christian faith: “Jesus is Lord!” (Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 12:3)
What it means that Jesus is Lord

Living this part of the Apostles’ Creed
Returning to Jesus the Savior
Returning to Jesus the Messiah
Returning to Jesus the Lord

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Who is the person who is closest to you in your life, and why?

2. This week we continue our series, “Living the Creed” by looking at the phrase:“l believe in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord!"Begin your study in prayer by asking God to speak to
you through His Word, and then continue with the study.

3. When we think about believing in Jesus, even His name is meaningful. What is the
significance of Jesus'name according to Matthew 1:20-21 and Luke 1:31-337
4. \When we refer to Jesus as the Christ, this is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for
Messiah. Explore one or all of these Old Testament references to the Messiah who would
come. What does these tell us about the Messiah?
- Deuteronomy 18:15 - Isaiah 42:1-4
« Isaiah 50:4-11 « Isaiah 52:13-53:12
- Daniel 7:13-14 - Daniel 9:24-27
5. In the New Testament we find various descriptions of Jesus as the Messiah. One of the
most powerful is Peter’s declaration of Jesus as Messiah. Read Matthew 16:15-17. What
would you say it means that Jesus is the Messiah/Christ?
6. We encounter many Scripture passages about Jesus being the Son of God. Read these
passages and reflect on what it means and doesn't mean that Jesus is the Only Son of God:
. John 1:1-5 « John 1:14,18 - John 3:16-17
« Matthew 3:16-17 - Colossians 1:15-20 - Hebrews 1:1-4
7. How do you think Jesus’sonship is similar yet different from us becoming children of God
by faith? (Perhaps read Galatians 4:4-7 as a point of reference.)
8. What is the fundamental declaration of Christian faith according to Romans 10:9 and 1
Corinthians 12:3?
9. What do you think it means for our everyday life that Jesus is Lord?
10. Read Ephesians 4:4-6 and reflect on what it means that we believe in Jesus Christ.
11. Why do you think what we believe is important for the way we live our lives?
12. What is one thing you learned through this study or sense God is speaking to you about
your life and faith? If you're in a small group, share that with one another. If you are on your
own, write it down and share it with someone this week. Conclude your study in prayer.

DIG DEEPER:

This week dig deeper in one or more of the following ways:
« Memorize John 1:18 or Hebrews 1:1-4
+ Read and/or pray through the entire Apostles’ Creed. Consider memorizing it.
- For further background on this section of the Apostles' Creed, consider reading:
o Martin Luther’s Larger Catechism on the Apostles' Creed: bookofconcord.org/large-cate-
chism/apostles-creed/
o The Nicene Creed (381): anglicancommunion.org/media/109020/Nicene-Creed.pdf

- Isaiah 49:1-6
- Ezekiel 37:21-28
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