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“God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; �ll the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the �sh in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground.’” (Genesis 1:28)

Divine Design (Genesis 1:1, 31; 2:1-3)

  •  Purpose

  •  Form

  •  Rhythm 

Work in the Big Picture

  •  Creation (Genesis 1:1)

  •  Fall (Genesis 3:17-19)

  •  Redemption (John 5:17)

  •  Restoration (Revelation 21:5)

Cultivation: Fill and Rule (Genesis 1:28)

  •  Fill the earth

  •  Rule over every living creature

Vocation: Called to Serve (1 Corinthians 7:17)

  •  Called

  •  Assigned

1.  When you hear the word “work” what comes into your mind?
2.  This weekend we begin a new series at Eastbrook entitled, “God at Work,” where we will 

explore vocation, the workplace, and approaching this all from a biblical perspective. 
Today, we will spend a lot of time in Genesis 1 and 3. Before starting this study, ask God 
to clearly speak to you in meaningful ways. Then, whether you are alone or with others, 
read Genesis 1 and 3 aloud.

3.  What would you say is the signi�cance of the fact that the Bible begins with an example 
of God working?

4.  When you re�ect on Genesis 1:1-25, what sort of activity and creativity do you see God 
involved with?

5.  There is great meaning in humanity being made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27). 
However, for our purposes in this study we want to focus on Genesis 1:28-30. This is 
sometimes called the Creation Mandate or Cultural Mandate because it expresses God’s 
intentions for humanity’s role and activity in the world. What do you see as the main 
elements of God’s calling for humanity in these verses? Why do you think this is import-
ant?

6.  What do you see in Genesis 1 about God’s original intention for work, re�ected in His 
own activity and humanity’s calling?

7.  Now, let’s turn to Genesis 3. The disobedience of Adam and Eve leads to the natural 
consequences of God’s curse upon creation, including humanity. What are the main 
elements of that curse as seen in Genesis 3:14-19?

8.  What does the curse of Genesis 3 tell you about the realities we experience with work in 
our fallen world? How does this contrast with God’s original intention for work in Genesis 
1?

9.  How do you personally struggle with work? What do your re�ections on Genesis 1 & 3 
tell you about that?

10.  What is one way God is speaking to you about your life at work or your understanding 
of work? If you are with a small group, discuss that with one another and pray about 
these things together. If you are studying on your own, write it down, pray about it, and 
share this with someone during the next few days.

[Next week: We continue our series, “God at Work,” by looking at the di�culties we face with 
work and how we deal with them. Ask God to speak to us through this series.]


