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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
1.  What sorts of things have lifted your spirits when you have gone through disturbing 

times? Why?
2. This week we look at the prayer of dependence from the prophet Habakkuk found in 

Habakkuk 3:1-19.  This prayer to God is full of rich imagery and declarations of faith. 
Before you read the passage aloud, ask God to clearly speak to you.

3. How would you describe Habakkuk’s tone in prayer before God in verses 1-2? What 
evidence do you see for this tone?

4. With verses 3-15, we see Habakkuk mingling together re�ections on what God has done 
in the past and what He will do in the days to come. There are many references to the 
Exodus of Israel from Egypt during Moses’ time in these verses. Take a moment to search 
out references to the Exodus that are found here, particularly in verses 3-7.

5. Why do you think the Exodus imagery was important for Habakkuk in his day and time? 
What could it convey?

6. Beginning in verse 8, Habakkuk depicts God as a warrior. What descriptors of God show 
His might and power as a warrior here in verses 8-15? Given the pending judgment God 
outlined in chapters 1 and 2, why might this picture of God speak powerfully to Habak-
kuk and his hearers?

7. In the midst of these words about God’s past and future deliverance, Habakkuk mentions 
the ‘anointed one’ (Hebrew: messiah) in verse 13. Often the Messiah was a reference to a 
king or ruler. This is one of the clearest references to the Messiah as a person who will 
bring deliverance and will be delivered by God. Why would Habakkuk be looking for a 
Messiah in the circumstances of his day?

8. With verse 16, we read Habakkuk’s �nal words in this psalm to God. The Hebrew word for 
‘trembling’ appears twice in this verse (NIV: ‘my heart pounded’ and ‘my legs trembled’). 
Why do you think Habakkuk is trembling, even as he waits patiently?

9. The last three verses (17-19) reveal a deep faith in troubling times. The �g tree, grapes, and 
olives are luxuries of the land, while the �elds, sheep, and cattle are essentials for life in the 
land. What sort of faith declaration is Habakkuk making in light of what we read here?

10. Have you endured a time of great trouble? How have you learned to rejoice and trust 
God in the midst of that season of life like Habakkuk?

11. Take a moment to re�ect on some of the ways God has been speaking to you through 
Habakkuk’s prayer. If you are with a small group, discuss that with one another and pray for 
one another. If you are studying on your own, write it down and share it with someone.

TAKE IT FURTHER:
Join in with this week’s 24/7 Prayer at Holy Grounds. 
Also, mark your calendar for the city-wide Prayer Walk on August 18.
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HABAKKUK 3:1-19
 “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.” (Habakkuk 3:18)

Seeking God’s Renewal in Fearful Times (Habakkuk 3:1-2)

Promise of Punishment for the People of God (chs. 1-2)

What has been heard about God (3:1)  

That past report might become a present reality (3:2)

Remembering God’s Splendor Despite Judgement (Habakkuk 3:3-6)

He came in the past and will come again (3:3)
 
His Power, Greatness, and Holiness are indescribable (3:4)

Nature and Nations tremble at His Presence (3:6-7)

 
Dependence on God in Disturbing Times (Habakkuk 3:17-19)

Impending invasion and resource depletion (3:17)

Yet, I Will - A Surprising Twist in Devastation (3:18) 

He Takes me to Beautiful Places (3:19)

 

prayer of dependence: habakkuk


