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SERMON OUTLINE:
“Now faith is con�dence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” 
(Hebrews 11:1)

Faith and the future – “what we hope for” (Hebrews 11:1a)

Faith and the present – “what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1b)

 

The ancients’ faith (Hebrews 11:2)

 

Faith and the past – creation (Hebrews 11:3)

Key things to remember about increasing our faith

 •  Some faith is better than no faith at all.

 •  We’re not called to have faith in faith; we’re called to have faith in 

Jesus Christ.

 •  We need to encourage one another in our faith.

Singing our faith – How Firm a Foundation

 

Remember: True Christian faith is taking God at His word and building your life on it.

DISCUSSION/REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
1. Discuss this statement: “We’re not called to have faith in faith; we’re called to have faith in 

Jesus Christ.” Do you ever fall into the trap of having faith in faith?

2. What is something that God has revealed in His Word about the future that gives you 
comfort? Is there something He has revealed about the future that gives you courage? 
See these verses to get started: Rev 21:1-5, Isaiah 25:8, Phil 3:20-21, Rev 21:23-24, Rev 
20:10, Rev 7:9-10, 1 Cor 15: 51-58

3. It has been said that our eyes are the organ that helps us see material things, but that our 
faith is the “organ” that helps us see spiritual things. How can this help you when you fall 
into fear?

4. What does Hebrews 10:24-25 teach us about the role of the Christian community in 
strengthening our faith? 

5. The Apostle Paul says in 2 Cor 5:7: We live by faith, not by sight. (NIV) Talk about what this 
means in your daily life as well as in your big decisions.

6. Read Mark 9:17-27 and see how the man was honest with Jesus about his doubts. Think 
about a time in your life when you have had doubts about your Christian faith, and 
maybe that time is even now. How can you take your doubts to Jesus?

7. Stanzas 2-5 of How Firm a Foundation are based on Bible verses, indicated below. Re�ect 
on the Scripture passages as you sing (or read) the hymn: 

“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.” (from Isaiah 41:10)

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow will not over�ow;
For I will be with thee thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.” (from Isaiah 43:2)

“When through �ery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-su�cient, shall be thy supply;
The �ame shall not hurt thee – I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to re�ne.” (from 2 Corinthians 12:9)

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never – no, never – no, never forsake.” (from Hebrews 13:5)

DIG DEEPER: 
•  Read Through Gates of Splendor by Elisabeth Elliot
•  Watch the 2005 �lm, End of the Spear
•  Explore the podcasts at Unbelievable: (premierchristianradio.com/Shows/Saturday/Unbeliev-

able) or the many resources at Reasonable Faith (reasonablefaith.org).


