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INTRODUCTION
What do you think of when you hear the phrase, “The Kingdom of God”?

According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, “the kingdom of God, also 
called kingdom of Heaven, in Christianity, is the spiritual realm over 
YJKEJ�)QF�TGKIPU�CU�-KPI��QT�VJG�HWNƂNNOGPV�QP�GCTVJ�QH�)QF	U�YKNN�q�(QT�
Christians, one of the greatest and most important themes of the Bible 
is the kingdom of God. That theme weaves throughout the entire Bible, 
tying the Old and New Testaments together around the reality that God 
is King. 

Jesus began His ministry in Mark’s Gospel by proclaiming: “The king-
dom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 
1:15).1 His hearers knew, from the prophecies, that signs of the kingdom 
were,“The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy 
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 
proclaimed to the poor.”

But what does the kingdom of God mean for us today where we live 
and with what we face? Particularly, how do we navigate being “in the 
world” but not “of the world” (John 17:14-18) when it comes to living 
the kingdom in our everyday lives and the world around us? With our 
present cultural moment more polarized than ever, we need to regain 
our footing in the fullness of God’s kingdom that orients us toward God 
as King, Jesus as Lord, and the Spirit as present in the church.

We will wrestle together with these ideas over the next 5 weeks are 
we explore what it means for us to lives as citizens of God’s kingdom 
through the words of God.  

Each week of this devotion will feature an page for you respond to your 
weekly worship experience: what thoughts or images from your time of 
worship struck you hardest? There will be a weekly memory verse that 
will help orient your thoughts on God’s kingdom throughout the week-
6JGTG�YKNN�DG�ƂXG�UETKRVWTG�RCUUCIGU�YKVJ�TGƃGEVKQPU�YTKVVGP�D[�C�XCTKGV[�
QH�'CUVDTQQMGTU�VQ�JGNR�[QW�TGUQPCVG�YKVJ�VJG�)QFoU�9QTF��#PF�ƂPCNN[��
each Saturday there is a page for you to simply respond to all you have 
experienced and learned that week. What is God telling you about Him-
self, His kingdom and your part in it?  

Our hope is, as always, you will be drawn closer to Christ through your 
interaction with His word. May His kingdom come, His will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.

4
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ABOUT EASTBROOK 365
&WG�VQ�VJG�WPEGTVCKPV[�QH�VJG�UGCUQP�YG�ƂPF�QWTUGNXGU�KP��YG�CV�'CUV-
brook are writing and producing a year of daily devotionals that we are 
calling “Eastbrook 365.” These devotionals will align with our sermon 
series from September 2020-August 2021 and will help Eastbrookers 
near and far grow deeper in their relationship with Jesus, while also con-
tinuing to pilgrimage together as a Church.

You can read these devotionals in a variety of ways. 
• Download the Eastbrook App for your phone and read each day 

(eastbrook.org/app)
• &QYPNQCF�KPFKXKFWCN�2&(U�QH�GCEJ�FGXQVKQPCN�VQ�TGCF�CV�JQOG�QT�

print out at home (eastbrook.org/devotionals)
• Sign up for the Eastbrook 365 Devotional email to be delivered to 

your inbox each morning (eastbrook.org/email)
• Pick up a paper copy at church as each devotional begins (limited 

copies available)

9G�RTC[�)QF	U�DNGUUKPIU�QP�[QW�CU�[QW�URGPF�VKOG�YKVJ�*KO�GCEJ�FC[�

HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL
1. Plan a 15-minute window each day when you can thoughtfully do the 

FCKN[�TGCFKPI��5GV�C�VKOG��ETGCVG�C�RCVVGTP��CPF�UVKEM�VQ�KV�HQT�CNN�ƂXG�
weeks.

2. Decide whether you want to invite your friends, family, or small 
group to join you.

3. Begin each day by reading the Scripture passage printed at the top 
of each page. 

4. 4GCF�VJG�FGXQVKQPCN�CPF�TGƃGEV�QP�KV��7UG�VJG�p&KI�&GGRGTq�SWGU-
tions to talk about it with someone else or to journal on your own. 

5. 7UG�VJG�QPNKPG�XGTUKQP�QH�VJG�FGXQVKQPCN�TGCFKPIU�VQ�TGCEJ�QWV�VQ�
friends online and around the world. Invite them to follow along 
with you during this year of devotionals from Eastbrook, which we 
CTG�ECNNKPI��'CUVDTQQM�������(KPF�VJG�QPNKPG�XGTUKQP�CV�eastbrook.
org/devotionals.�7UG�'CUVDTQQMoU�(CEGDQQM�RCIG�
facebook.com/
eastbrookchurch) and other social media outlets such as Twitter and 
Instagram (@eastbrookchurch) to share ideas. Post your comments, 
VJQWIJVU��CPF�SWGUVKQPU�KP�VJG�QPNKPG�XGTUKQP��4GCF�QVJGTUo�EQO-
ments. This is a great way to learn from the perspective of others.
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The earth is the Lord’s, 
and everything in it,

the world, and all who live in it;
for he founded it on the seas

and established it on the waters.

Psalm 24:1-2
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WEEK 1: GOD IS KING
WORSHIP EXPERIENCE RESPONSE

7UG�VJKU�RCIG�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�VJG�YQTUJKR�UGTXKEG�[QW�GZRGTKGPEGF�VJKU�
week. You can include thoughts on the message, the prayers, the music, 
GVE���YJCVGXGT�KORCEVGF�[QW�VJG�OQUV��(GGN�HTGG�VQ�FTCY�RKEVWTGU��YTKVG�
poems, prayers or answers—whatever helps you process your worship 
experience.
• What stood out the most about your worship experience this week? 

9CU�VJGTG�C�UQPI�VJCV�[QW�MGGR�UKPIKPI��C�SWQVG�[QW�MGGR�VJKPMKPI�
about or a prayer that you needed to hear?  

• What was the “Big Idea” behind the message you heard?  What 
other important thoughts do you remember?

• How can you respond to the message you’ve heard?  Is there an 
action you will take this week to put it into practice in your life?

• Is there someone in your life you think needs to experience this week’s 
worship service? How will you let them know? (You can share the link 
from our Eastbrook at Home webpage, eastbrook.org/athome) 



8

KING JESUS
Read 1 Samuel 8:1-9

“Listen to the voice of the people regarding all that they say to you, for 
they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king 
over them.” (1 Samuel 8:7)

My friend, Dave, calls Jesus, “King Jesus,” and it always jars me a bit. 
Would it change things if I addressed my Lord as “King”? I’ve never lived 
under a king’s rule. Oh, I’m interested in the intrigues of the royal family, 
and I’ve watched “The King and I” and “Hamilton,” but you will agree 
that I don’t know much about what it means to be a citizen of a kingdom.

In our reading today, the great judge Samuel has grown old. His sons, 
anointed to serve after him, are a big disappointment. They weren’t like 
their dad; they perverted justice and went after dishonest gain. There 
were enemy forces, especially the Philistines, who were coming up 
against Israel, and they were better armed and organized. God had con-
sistently delivered His people under the reign of the judges, but it was a 
time when “everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

Problems within and problems without, the people wanted to be “like all 
the other nations” (v. 20), protected and governed by a king. 

Samuel warned them of the abuses of power and loss of freedom they 
would come to know. He grieved at their rejection of God’s personal and 
direct guidance. But God answered their prayer, and the monarchy was 
established. The reigns of Saul, David, and Solomon showed Israel what 
a kingdom ruled by a man of God could look like, as well as how awful a 
worldly king could be. 

Jesus is our King of Kings. His kingdom is not about gaining power and 
wealth, but of justice, peace, and unity.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��Do you reject God’s leading in your own life? Do you ex-
pect that an earthly president will bring justice and unity? Try addressing 
our Lord as “King Jesus” and see what difference it makes. 

by Lisa Sinclair
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AFTER GOD'S OWN HEART
Read Psalm 24

#U�+�DGIKP�TGCFKPI�VJKU�RUCNO�QH�&CXKF��+�VJKPM�KV	U�KORQTVCPV�VQ�TGOGODGT�
that David was a man after God’s own heart. In Acts 13:22 it says “...he 
TCKUGF�WR�&CXKF�VQ�DG�VJGKT�MKPI��QH�YJQO�JG�VGUVKƂGF�CPF�UCKF��n+�JCXG�
found in David the son of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my 
will.'" $WV�YJCV�FQGU�KV�OGCP�VQ�DG�C�OCP�CHVGT�)QF	U�QYP�JGCTV!

In Psalm 24:1-6 David writes:
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it;
2 for he founded it on the seas
    and established it on the waters.
3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?
    Who may stand in his holy place?
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
    who does not trust in an idol
    or swear by a false god.
5 They will receive blessing from the Lord
    and vindication from God their Savior.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,
    who seek your face, God of Jacob.

The God who created the heavens gave us some simple commands, to 
not worship idols and never tell lies and that is how we can receive the 
.QTF	U�DNGUUKPI��

As David continues in verses 7-10:
7 Lift up your heads, you gates;
    be lifted up, you ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?
    The Lord strong and mighty,
    the Lord mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, you gates;
    lift them up, you ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory?
    The Lord Almighty—
    he is the King of glory.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��As you read these words can you imagine the tune?
#TG�[QW�VT[KPI�VQ�DG�C�RGTUQP�CHVGT�)QF	U�QYP�JGCTV!
 

by Ndilo Musa
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HE WHO REVEALS MYSTERIES 
Read Daniel 2:29-49

One of my favorite story arcs is the mystery. I love getting to know the 
dark and sinister setting, the strange cast of characters, the odd and 
SWKTM[�KPXGUVKICVQT��CPF�VJGP�CHVGT�GPEQWPVGTKPI�VJG�EQPƃKEV��FKUEQXGTKPI�
a resolution at the end of the plot. 

Daniel knows who he is and who he is not in this cast of intriguing char-
CEVGTU��6JG�UGVVKPI�KU�VJG�OCIPKƂEGPV�$CD[NQP��YKVJ�KV�TKEJGU��KVU�YKUFQO��
and its wonders. There is a powerful king who has had an unsettling 
FTGCO��*G�JCU�CNN�YGCNVJ�CPF�YKUFQO�CV�JKU�ƂPIGTVKRU��DWV�PQPG�ECP�
interpret his dream. 

Daniel is not our ingenious detective, but he is a servant of YAHWEH, 
setting himself apart to pray, be holy, and dedicated to God, even in a 
foreign land. Daniel states clearly and explicitly to the king that he does 
not have more wisdom than other men, but that the LIVING and AWE-
SOME God revealed the dream and its interpretation to him.

YAHWEH GOD reveals an image that represents several kingdoms that 
EQOG�CPF�IQtGCEJ�JCXKPI�KVU�ƃQWTKUJKPI�CPF�VJGP�FGEQORQUKVKQPtDWV�
the GOD of ALL still reigns above and beyond all. In fact, no matter how 
awesome and awe-inspiring these kingdoms, nations, and empires may 
have appeared at the time—“not a trace of them can be found,” but the 
pUVQPG�VJCV�UVTWEM�VJG�KOCIG�DGECOG�C�ITGCV�OQWPVCKP�CPF�ƂNNGF�VJG�
whole earth” (Daniel 2:35).

It may not seem like it now as we look at the news, at the nations, or at 
our world, but the kingdom of our God is actually bigger, stronger, and 
more lasting than any human kingdom, nation or empire. “The God of 
heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed” and p+V�UJCNN�
DTGCM�KP�RKGEGU�CNN�VJGUG�MKPIFQOU�CPF�DTKPI�VJGO�VQ�CP�GPF��CPF�+6�
SHALL STAND FOREVER” (Daniel 2:44).

We serve, like Daniel, the King who reigns over all kings, rulers, presi-
dents and authorities. His kingdom is more real, more solid, more lasting 
than any kingdom of this world. Daniel gives YAHWEH God a name: He 
Who Reveals Mysteries. 

May this God Who Reveals Mysteries be the one in whom we set our 
hope. There is no one else who is worthy of our complete devotion. All 
kingdoms will come and go, but His kingdom shall stand forever.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��In what ways can you live your life settled in the reality of 
the stronger, more real, and more lasting kingdom of God? What does 
it mean that God is He Who Reveals Mysteries? How does this reassure 
you in life?

by Ruth Carver
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NOW BUT NOT YET
Read Daniel 7:1-28

I don’t know about you, but when I come across these types of passages 
my mind immediately goes into interpretation mode. I read the images 
of the beasts, and my mind starts trying to line them up to ancient nation 
UVCVGU��$WV�KP�QWT�RCTVKEWNCTN[�FKHƂEWNV�UGCUQP�QH�%18+&�����YQTMKPI�QT�
learning remotely, conversations on Race in America, and also an elec-
VKQP�[GCT��+�ƂPF�O[UGNH�HQEWUKPI�QP�C�PGY�RCTV�QH�VJKU�RCUUCIG�VJCV�+�PQT-
mally pass over. In verse 15 Daniel said, p+�YCU�VTQWDNGF�KP�URKTKV��CPF�VJG�
visions that passed through my mind disturbed me.” And he later says 
in verse 28, p+�YCU�FGGRN[�VTQWDNGF�D[�O[�VJQWIJVU��CPF�O[�HCEG�VWTPGF�
RCNG��DWV�+�MGRV�VJG�OCVVGT�VQ�O[UGNH�q

+�ECP�TGNCVG�VQ�VJQUG�YQTFU�CU�+�UGG�VJG�FKHƂEWNV�VKOGU�VJCV�YG�EWTTGPVN[�
NKXG�KP��CPF�+�PQY�ƂPF�TGPGYGF�JQRG�KP�VJG�OCKP�VJGOG�QH�VJKU�RCUUCIG��
6JG�VTWVJ�VJCV�PQ�OCVVGT�YJCV�FKHƂEWNVKGU�RGQRNG�QT�PCVKQPU�ECP�DTKPI�
to this world, we have an assured hope that God’s kingdom will prevail. 
That the Son of Man will rule forever, and we will have true peace. But 
this isn’t a distant hope, one that is out of reach for us and only for the 
life to come. Jesus himself proclaimed, p6QFC[�VJKU�UETKRVWTG�KU�HWNƂNNGF�
in your hearing” in Luke 4:21 when announcing the breaking through of 
the kingdom.

So how do we live in this tension? That God’s kingdom has come now 
but yet we face a reality of fallen humanity still trying to keep control. Do 
we retreat from the world and create pockets of the kingdom removed 
from the world? How can we be present in the midst of so many who 
are asking for our allegiance and asking us to bend to their will that is 
different than God’s?

This is one of the key mysteries of the kingdom of God. It is now. It is 
here. But the world remains broken. 

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��Consider how you live in such tension. Are you over-
come by this world, or experiencing the hope of the kingdom now?

by Dan Ryan
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THE FIRST COMMISSION
Genesis 1-2

p+P�VJG�DGIKPPKPI��)QF�ETGCVGFeq�Two things stood out to me as I 
UVWFKGF�VJKU�RCUUCIG�VJTQWIJ�VJG�NGPU�QH�VJG�MKPIFQO�QH�)QF��(KTUV��VJCV�
God is both Creator and King of this new kingdom, and second, that He 
commissions humans to rule it for Him. 

As a Creator and a Kingdom-builder, our Triune God (1:1-2) acts with 
intentionality: the kingdom He builds has purpose! Before He sets out 
VQ�ETGCVG�CP[VJKPI��HTQO�ƂUJ�VQ�RNCPVU��)QF�FGENCTGU�YJCV�*G�YKNN�OCMG�
and why. God is also careful to evaluate His work as He works, address-
ing one aspect of Creation at a time—a lesson for me as an artist in both 
RCEKPI�CPF�ETKVKSWG��'XGT[VJKPI�KU�TGXKGYGF�CHVGT�KV�KU�OCFG�CPF�FGGOGF�
good before He moves on. This is a kingdom with intentionality, pur-
pose, and design. It is good. 

So when it comes to creating human begins, we read that God creates hu-
manity in His own image, and He creates humans with the express purpose 
of “ruling” this new, good kingdom (1:26). In fact, these two things seem 
to be related; there’s something about human beings as image-bearers 
of God that is connected with our role in ruling the earth: "...Let us make 
mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule..." (1:26). 

In both creation accounts (Genesis 1:26-30 and 2:15-17), God is depu-
VK\KPI�JWOCPKV[�VQ�RNC[�C�UKIPKƂECPV�TQNG�KP�VJKU�MKPIFQO�VJCV�*G�JCU�LWUV�
created. We are not creators in the same way that God is, but He invites 
us to co-create with Him. We are not kings like God is, but we have a 
MKPIN[�EQOOKUUKQP�VQ�EQ�TWNG�
VJG�YQTF�	radah' in Hebrew is a royal word) 
VJG�PGYN[�ETGCVGF�YQTNF�YKVJ�*KO��)QF�FQGUP	V�LWUV�ETGCVG�QP�*KU�QYP��
*G�ETGCVGU�KP�CPF�VJTQWIJ�JWOCPKV[��)QF�FQGUP	V�LWUV�TGKIP�QP�*KU�QYP��
He reigns over His creation in and through Adam and Eve then, and 
through all of us today! 

Now, we all know how the story turns out. Adam and Eve do not follow 
VJG�IWKFGNKPGU�HQT�NKXKPI�CPF�TWNKPI�VJCV�)QF�IKXGU�VJGO�KP�VJGUG�ƂTUV�VYQ�
chapters and things do not go according to plan once we hit Genesis 
3. But in Genesis 1 and 2 we see the careful creation of a kingdom by 
a King who cares for everything and gives purpose to everything in His 
kingdom. We see a generous, trusting King who is willing to allow His 
creatures to create and to rule on His behalf. And it is good.
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WEEK 1 REVIEW AND APPLICATION 
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�GKVJGT�D[�[QWTUGNH��YKVJ�QPG�QT�VYQ�QVJGT�RGQRNG��QT�YKVJ�[QWT�
5OCNN�)TQWR�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�JQY�VJKU�YGGMoU�TGCFKPIU�JCXG�KORCEVGF�[QW�

4GƃGEV�QP�;QWT�&KUEQXGTKGU�HTQO�VJG�2TGXKQWU�9GGM�
$CUGF�QP�[QWT�TGCFKPI�CPF�TGƃGEVKQP�VJKU�YGGM��YJCV�FKF�[QW�FKUEQXGT�
about the kingdom of God? 

What did you discover about yourself? 

9JCV�SWGUVKQPU�CTG�[QW�UVKNN�YQPFGTKPI�CDQWV�CHVGT�JCXKPI�TGCF�VJG�RCU-
sages this week?

Nurture Growth Through Confession and Repentance:
As you went through the readings and devotions, where did the Spirit 
lead you to repentance and faith this week?

  
 

Spend time praying for others and for the Holy Spirit to help us have 
faith in the forgiveness and grace of God. 

Encourage Each Other Towards Action in Response: 
5JCTG�YKVJ�GCEJ�QVJGT�[QWT�CPUYGTU�VQ�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�
1. In light of what I have discovered about God and myself this week, 

what is one thing I need to do differently? What steps will I take to 
implement this change? 
 
 

2. As a Disciple-Making-Disciple, who am I impacting for Christ? Who 
am I praying for? How am I introducing them to the kingdom of 
God?
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“The time has come,” he said. 
“The kingdom of God has come near. 

Repent and believe the good news!”

Mark 1:15
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WEEK 2: JESUS IS LORD
WORSHIP EXPERIENCE RESPONSE

7UG�VJKU�RCIG�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�VJG�YQTUJKR�UGTXKEG�[QW�GZRGTKGPEGF�VJKU�
week. You can include thoughts on the message, the prayers, the music, 
GVE���YJCVGXGT�KORCEVGF�[QW�VJG�OQUV��(GGN�HTGG�VQ�FTCY�RKEVWTGU��YTKVG�
poems, prayers or answers—whatever helps you process your worship 
experience.
• What stood out the most about your worship experience this week? 

9CU�VJGTG�C�UQPI�VJCV�[QW�MGGR�UKPIKPI��C�SWQVG�[QW�MGGR�VJKPMKPI�
about or a prayer that you needed to hear?  

• What was the “Big Idea” behind the message you heard?  What 
other important thoughts do you remember?

• How can you respond to the message you’ve heard?  Is there an 
action you will take this week to put it into practice in your life?

• Is there someone in your life you think needs to experience this week’s 
worship service?  How will you let them know?  (You can share the link 
from our Eastbrook at Home webpage, eastbrook.org/athome) 
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YOUR RESPONSE REQUESTED 
Read Mark 1:14-20 

Jesus preached that God’s kingdom was near and coming. He urged 
people to respond to this Good News by repenting and believing. Many 
may assume this is a message for new-believers. It is, but it’s for the 
seasoned believer, too. Each day we have the choice to respond to the 
call of the kingdom. Repenting and turning from our sins is a daily prac-
tice. The daily practice of confession draws us deeper into God’s grace. 
Believing is also a daily choice, too. If we believe that God’s kingdom is 
both near and coming, how does that shape our lives? Let’s look at how 
VJG�KPXKVCVKQP�VQ�DGNKGXG�UJCRGF�VJG�NKXGU�QH�,GUWUo�ƂTUV�FKUEKRNGU��

In Mark 1:16-20, there is a sense of urgency as Jesus calls these two sets 
of brothers to follow Him and become His disciples. When the brothers 
leave behind their nets and boats to follow Jesus, they are not leaving a 
struggling business, but a thriving one (which can be assumed because 
James and John were able to hire workers). Their response to the urgen-
cy of Jesus’ invitation of “Come, follow me,” was to immediately leave 
what is prosperous and secure to accept Jesus’ radical invitation to be 
part of the kingdom. 

Responding to the Good News of the near and coming kingdom of God 
TGSWKTGU�CEVKQP��9G�UGG�VJG�FKUEKRNGU�NGCXKPI��HQNNQYKPI��CPF�NCVGT�KP�VJG�
Gospels, we will see them take on Jesus’ call to be sent out. Jesus offers 
WU�VJG�UCOG�KPXKVCVKQP�VQ�pƂUJ�HQT�RGQRNG�q�*G�ECNNU�HQT�WU�VQ�TGRGPV�CPF�
believe and invite others to repent and believe. The kingdom of God is 
urgent and it calls for a response, for God’s kingdom is truly near, today. 
How will you respond?

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��
• Consider the disciples’ response. Can we respond to the urgency 

QH�)QFoU�MKPIFQO�GXGP�YJGP�KV	U�WPEGTVCKP!�'XGP�YJGP�YG�JCXG�VQ�
leave things behind? 

• What would it look like for you to “without delay” respond to God’s 
kingdom invitation to repent and believe? How would making these 
two things daily practices shape your life?

by Mac Littel
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JESUS AND HIS KINGDOM WORK
Read Matthew 4:18-25, 9:35-38

Jesus called and Peter, Andrew, James and John immediately left their 
YQTM�CU�ƂUJGTOGP�VQ�HQNNQY�*KO��6JG[�FKF�PQV�RQUUGUU�GFWECVKQP��RQYGT��
YGCNVJ�QT�HCOG��[GV�,GUWU�YQWNF�OCMG�VJGO�ƂUJGTU�QH�RGQRNGtPQV�ƂUJ��
6JG[�YKVPGUUGF�)QF	U�MKPIFQO�EQOKPI�VJTQWIJ�,GUWU	�VGCEJKPI��RTGCEJ-
ing and healing. Something new was happening and people were amazed 
CPF�FTCYP�VQ�,GUWU��6JG�2JCTKUGGU�SWGUVKQPGF�*KU�CWVJQTKV[�CPF�VJG�
crowds grew large. Jesus had compassion on the people in their deep spir-
itual hunger and need; this is why He came. They needed a shepherd-king 
VQ�NGCF��IWKFG�CPF�ECTG�HQT�VJGO��,GUWU�VQNF�*KU�FKUEKRNGU�VJKU�YCU�)QF	U�
JCTXGUV�ƂGNF��YQTMGTU�YGTG�PGGFGF�CPF�VQ�RTC[�HQT�)QF�VQ�UGPF�YQTMGTU��
6JG[�DGECOG�VJQUG�YQTMGTU�CPF�TGEGKXGF�)QF	U�RQYGT�VQ�FQ�*KU�YQTM�CPF�
be carriers of His message to the people: God loved the world and was 
RTQXKFKPI�VJG�YC[�QH�UCNXCVKQP�VJTQWIJ�,GUWU	�NKHG��FGCVJ�CPF�TGUWTTGEVKQP���
  
This work continues in and through all who believe in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, His Church. Like the crowds of people gathered around 
Jesus, all people urgently need Jesus and the salvation that comes only 
through Him. In Christ, we are new creations and His compassion for all 
people works in us to bring His Good News to them. 
  
As I see, listen to and experience what is happening in the world around 
me, I can struggle with what to think, say or do. In these times of suffer-
ing, turmoil and strife, messages and directives come from many sources. 
There are calls for action and many voices trying to provide explanation, 
meaning and direction. But when I go to Jesus and search the Word 
of God I hear His voice, receive His call and follow Him. I must ask: do 
+�MPQY��NQXG�CPF�QDG[�,GUWU!�9KNN�+�QDG[�)QF	U�ECNN�VQ�NGCXG�EQOHQTV��C�
certain lifestyle, or position of praise, status, fame or certain income for 
VJG�YQTM�QH�*KU�MKPIFQO!�#O�+�RTC[KPI�HQT�)QF	U�GSWKRRKPI�CPF�UGPF-
KPI�VQ�*KU�JCTXGUV�ƂGNF!�,GUWU	�CWVJQTKV[�CPF�VJCV�IKXGP�VQ�*KU�FKUEKRNGU�
was not trusted by the world. Will I trust and follow Jesus even when I 
am opposed or do not know all circumstances? Do I act in obedience to 
serve, and tell the message of the Good News of Jesus in and through 
my thoughts, words and deeds? Do I have His peace and dwell on His 
Word? Am I one in mind, love, spirit and purpose with Christ and His 
Church proclaiming one Lord and Savior, who has acted and spoken for 
all of humanity, and is our only way of salvation?
  
(CVJGT��OC[�YG�CNN�DG�FKUEKRNGU�QH�,GUWU�VJCV�HQNNQY�*KO�KP�HCKVJ��TKIJ-
teousness, justice, hope and love, serving in the power of the Holy Spirit 
in your kingdom work. May we joyfully share in the Good News of Jesus, 
*KU�UWHHGTKPIU�CPF�*KU�GVGTPCN�INQT[���+P�,GUWU	�0COG���#OGP�

by Karen Whaley
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A CLASH OF TWO KINGDOMS
Read John 18:33-37

*CXG�[QW�GXGT�JCF�UQOGQPG�SWGUVKQP�[QWT�TKIJVHWN�CWVJQTKV[!�*CXG�[QW�
ever given a truthful answer only to be called a liar, ridiculed, lectured, 
CPF�OQEMGF!�*CXG�KNN�EQPUGSWGPEGU�HQNNQYGF�UQOGQPG�GNUGoU�HCNUG�
decision of who you are, your intentions, or your actions? These are 
gut-wrenching, worst-of-the-worst scenarios. To even think of them may 
cause a pit your stomach. 

I’m sure you, like me, have been amazed at Jesus’ ability to claim truth, 
be ridiculed, and respond in love over and over again in Scripture. 

To be honest, these scriptures are really hard for me to read. The death 
of Jesus appears to be completely outrageous and totally uncalled for. 
Pilot even admits,p+�ƂPF�PQ�DCUKU�HQT�C�EJCTIG�CICKPUV�JKO�q�Yet the 
crowd rallied against this claim and put Jesus to death. The only perfect 
Being to ever walk the Earth. 

The world is broken. Somedays it is more glaringly obvious than others. 
Jesus knew this and knew His mission in response to this. Jesus tells Pilot, 
p/[�MKPIFQO�KU�PQV�QH�VJKU�YQTNF��+H�KV�YGTG��O[�UGTXCPVU�YQWNF�ƂIJV�VQ�RTG-
vent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 

Jesus knew this moment was coming for His entire earthly life. He knew 
that He would be put to death and chose to face the Cross, out of love, 
HQT�WU��+V�VWTPU�QWV�VQ�DG�C�DGCWVKHWN�RKEVWTG�QH�YKNNKPI��UGNH�UCETKƂEG�CPF�
unfathomable love: God’s gracious grand plan for our salvation.

But is there a more telling picture of the clash of two kingdoms? Our earth-
ly kingdom in relation to the heavenly kingdom? One on display as per-
EGKXGF�WVVGT�OWVKP[�CPF�VJG�QVJGT�RGTUQPKƂGF�CU�RGTHGEV�ITCEG�CPF�RGCEG���

*QY�FQ�YG�CU�%JTKUVKCPU�NKXG�YKVJ�C�HQQV�KP�DQVJ�YQTNFU!�*QY�FQ�YG�ƂIJV�
for fairness now while trusting in God’s ultimate plan for both redemp-
VKQP�CPF�LWUVKEG!�2GTJCRU�VJG�ƂTUV�UVGR�KU�VQ�HCNN�QP�QWT�MPGGU�KP�ITCVKVWFG�
for the One who paid it all, to respond in reverent worship, and accept 
the free-gift of salvation that comes from this very Cross. 

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��4GƃGEV�QP�VJG�IKHV�QH�VJG�%TQUU�CPF�RTCKUG�)QF�HQT�[QWT�
salvation. Compare and contrast the words redemption and justice. 
*QY�FQ�VJG[�ƂV�KPVQ�)QFoU�GCTVJN[�MKPIFQO!�*QY�FQ�VJG[�ƂV�KPVQ�)QFoU�
JGCXGPN[�MKPIFQO!�*QY�FQ�YG�CU�JWOCPU�ƂV�KPVQ�)QFoU�RNCPU�HQT�VJGUG�
things?  

by Rachael Sheets
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HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP
Read Hebrews 11:8-10, 13-16

“They desire a better country, that is a heavenly one” (Hebrews 11:16)

Some of my favorite stories are about double agents and undercover 
cops, of simultaneous worlds like Narnia or Stranger Things. 

I loved serving in Mali. I was a white, English-speaking, Jesus-follower 
KP�C�$NCEM��(TGPEJ�/CNKPMÅ�URGCMKPI��/WUNKO�YQTNF��/[�RGTEGRVKQP�QH�
TGCNKV[�YCU�NKOKVGF�CPF�ƃCYGF��VJG�YQTNF�YCU�UQ�OWEJ�DKIIGT�VJCP�+�
could imagine.

Abraham was loosely tethered to his world. He left his known home to 
go to an unknown place led by an unseen God. He was anchored to 
an intangible promise of a real country, where he would no longer be a 
pilgrim wanderer, always seen by others as a stranger, always feeling like 
an alien. A place planned and built by God—home.

There is an African proverb that captures the reality of missionary life 
in West Africa: no matter how long a log lies in the river, it will never 
become a crocodile. No matter how long we lived in Mali or how deeply 
we entered the culture and way of life, we would never be insiders. 
When things got tough, we could pull out our passports and leave. Like 
undercover agents or spies, we would never be fully embedded. 

#DTCJCO�KU�EGPVTCN�KP�VJG�*GDTGYU����(CKVJ�*CNN�QH�(COG�DGECWUG�JG�
believed in what he couldn’t see. He believed that God had a better 
country prepared for him and he was prepared to live in pursuit of that 
promise no matter the cost. 

Whatever passport we carry, this world is not our home. “Our citizenship 
is in heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Philippians 3:20). We belong to the kingdom of God. When we 
live in the reality of that promise, trusting it as more real than what we 
see around us, we please God.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��6JCPM�)QF�VQFC[�HQT�CP[�HGGNKPIU�QH�PQV�ƂVVKPI�QT�
DGNQPIKPI��5RGEKƂECNN[�VJCPM�*KO�VJCV�[QW�CTG�C�EKVK\GP�QH�*KU�MKPIFQO��
Live in it today and believe in it for tomorrow. 

by Lisa Sinclair
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WINNING BEFORE THE GAME 
HAS EVEN BEGUN 

Read Revelation 7:9-10

My high school was something of a baseball powerhouse in Indiana. 
9G�JCF�C�*CNN�QH�(COG�EQCEJ�CPF�C�RTQITCO�VJCV�UVCTVGF�YKVJ�QWT�
Little League system that ultimately led to 9 State Titles (and 2 “Na-
tional” Titles!).  

I will never forget the talk coach gave us before our season began one 
year. Several player had been complaining that we were “wasting time” 
talking about things like how to properly wear our hats and uniforms, 
CPF�VJG�pTKIJV�YC[q�VQ�VCMG�VJG�ƂGNF�DGHQTG�C�ICOG��%QCEJ�ECNNGF�
everyone together and said, “You’re part of LaPorte baseball now. A 
tradition that speaks of excellence. I will tell you there are teams that 
probably have more talent than us this year. But because we’re LaPorte, 
and they see you do things the LaPorte way, they’ll think they’ve lost 
before the game even starts."

Looking around at our broken, divided world…it can be hard to see and 
believe that the kingdom of God is real or that Jesus will ever reign as 
the Lord promised.  But when I read the vision of John shared in Revela-
tion 7:9-10…I realize we’ve already won.

,GUWU�KU�.QTF��*G�KU�.QTF��PQ�OCVVGT�[QWT�RQNKVKECN�CHƂNKCVKQP��*G�KU�.QTF��
no matter the color of your skin. He is Lord, no matter your native 
tongue. People from every nation, tribe, people and language will stand 
before the throne and declare “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

by Jim Caler
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WEEK 2 REVIEW AND APPLICATION 
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�GKVJGT�D[�[QWTUGNH��YKVJ�QPG�QT�VYQ�QVJGT�RGQRNG�QT�YKVJ�[QWT�
5OCNN�)TQWR�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�JQY�VJKU�YGGMoU�TGCFKPIU�JCXG�KORCEVGF�[QW�

4GƃGEV�QP�;QWT�&KUEQXGTKGU�HTQO�VJG�2TGXKQWU�9GGM�
$CUGF�QP�[QWT�TGCFKPI�CPF�TGƃGEVKQP�VJKU�YGGM��YJCV�FKF�[QW�FKUEQXGT�
about the kingdom of God? 

What did you discover about yourself? 

9JCV�SWGUVKQPU�CTG�[QW�UVKNN�YQPFGTKPI�CDQWV�CHVGT�JCXKPI�TGCF�VJG�RCU-
sages this week?

Nurture Growth Through Confession and Repentance:
As you went through the readings and devotions, where did the Spirit 
lead you to repentance and faith this week?

  
 

Spend time praying for others and for the Holy Spirit to help us have 
faith in the forgiveness and grace of God. 

Encourage Each Other Towards Action in Response: 
5JCTG�YKVJ�GCEJ�QVJGT�[QWT�CPUYGTU�VQ�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�
1. In light of what I have discovered about God and myself this week, 

what is one thing I need to do differently? What steps will I take to 
implement this change? 
 
 

2. As a Disciple-Making-Disciple, who am I impacting for Christ? Who 
am I praying for? How am I introducing them to the kingdom of 
God?
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If you declare with your mouth, 
“Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart 
that God raised him 

from the dead, 
you will be saved.

Romans 10:9
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WEEK 3: THE HOLY SPIRIT
WORSHIP EXPERIENCE RESPONSE

7UG�VJKU�RCIG�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�VJG�YQTUJKR�UGTXKEG�[QW�GZRGTKGPEGF�VJKU�
week. You can include thoughts on the message, the prayers, the music, 
GVE���YJCVGXGT�KORCEVGF�[QW�VJG�OQUV��(GGN�HTGG�VQ�FTCY�RKEVWTGU��YTKVG�
poems, prayers or answers—whatever helps you process your worship 
experience.
• What stood out the most about your worship experience this week? 

9CU�VJGTG�C�UQPI�VJCV�[QW�MGGR�UKPIKPI��C�SWQVG�[QW�MGGR�VJKPMKPI�
about or a prayer that you needed to hear?  

• What was the “Big Idea” behind the message you heard?  What 
other important thoughts do you remember?

• How can you respond to the message you’ve heard?  Is there an 
action you will take this week to put it into practice in your life?

• Is there someone in your life you think needs to experience this week’s 
worship service?  How will you let them know?  (You can share the link 
from our Eastbrook at Home webpage, eastbrook.org/athome) 
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UNITY IN THE KINGDOM
Read Romans 10:8-13

This is exciting. This is the best news! 

The main message here…salvation! The next message…available for all!

6JG�YQTNF�KU�ƂNNGF�YKVJ�TGCNN[�FKHHGTGPV�RGQRNG�YJQ�FQ�TGCNN[�FKHHGTGPV�
things and think in really different ways. You don’t have to search too far 
VQ�ƂPF�GXKFGPEG�QH�VJCV��

In Paul’s address he was pointing out that Jews and Gentiles, despite 
their collection of differences, could have at least one thing in common, 
salvation! “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved" 
(Romans 10:13). A universal truth! There are so few things in this life 
that are applicable and available to all people which makes clinging to 
these words life (eternity!)—changing and the sharing of this message of 
utmost importance. 

It reminds me of one of the key verses that leads our church. Revelation 
7:9 says, p#HVGT�VJKU�+�NQQMGF�CPF�VJGTG�DGHQTG�OG�YCU�C�ITGCV�OWNVKVWFG�
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe and language, standing 
DGHQTG�VJG�VJTQPG�CPF�KP�HTQPV�QH�VJG�.CODe�q��

What a beautiful picture of God’s goodness, grace, mercy, love and 
salvation for each one of His children in every corner of the world. How 
exciting it will be to see such a diverse group of people worshiping the 
Lord together. I wonder what that will sound like. I wonder what that will 
look like. Yet when I think of our large-group, Sunday morning gatherings 
at Eastbrook I can’t help but wonder if that might be a little sneak-peek.

Let’s keep our eyes on the prize and not get too distracted by the “minu-
tiae” that may separate us because, praise God, there is something that 
unites us all—in this kingdom and the next. Our salvation in Jesus Christ.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��
• How does Paul say a person gains salvation? Is that something  

you desire? 
• Paul said, “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your 

JGCTVeq How can you make sure to keep the phrase “Jesus is Lord” 
“in your mouth” and “in your heart”?

by Rachael Sheets
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THE JUDGMENT SEAT
Read Romans 14: 9-19

"Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to 
OWVWCN�GFKƂECVKQP���
4QOCPU�������

I feel like being very honest in this devotion. I have been that person in 
VJG�LWFIG	U�UGCV��+�JCXG�RWV�O[UGNH�KP�VJCV�GNGXCVGF�RQUKVKQP��

Why? Because I was so very convinced that the person/persons in the 
judgment seat were in great peril? Yes! YES, but perhaps there was 
something else in there too, maybe the fact that I just wanted to appear 
better than...

Better than others, more holy, more Christlike.

But what is Christ like? He is LOVE.  

+	NN�GPFGCXQT�VQ�VGNN�VJG�UVQT[��1WT�QNFGUV�FCWIJVGT�YGPV�CYC[�VQ�EQNNGIG�
CPF�UVCTVGF�VQ�SWGUVKQP�GXGT[VJKPI��5JG�UVCTVGF�VQ�GZRGTKOGPV�YKVJ�
FKHHGTGPV�KFGCU�CPF�HCKVJU��6JKU�VGTTKƂGF�WU��9JKNG�UJG�YCU�KP�VJG�OKFUV�
of searching for who she was she met a man and fell in love. He was not 
what we had envisioned for our precious daughter. I got up on my seat 
CPF�DGECOG�,WFIG�6GTTK��+�YQP	V�IQ�KPVQ�VJG�WIN[�FGVCKNU��DWV�YG�NQUV�JGT�
and her (now) husband for almost ten years! Just now the Lord has done 
enough work in all of us that we are starting to see a light at the end of a 
very dark tunnel. Thank you Lord!

+	XG�DGGP�C�TGEKRKGPV�QH�LWFIOGPV�VQQ��.KXKPI�KP�VJG�/KFFNG�'CUV�DGKPI�
scrutinized not only for what I am perceived to eat or drink, but what I 
YGCT��JQY�+�FQ�O[�JCKT��YJCV�GCTTKPIU�+�NKMG����KV	U�C�NKUV�

But I have taken great care to learn every possible offense, so that for 
the most part I can avoid being a negative representation of what a god-
N[�YQOCP�KU��
+	O�RTGVV[�UWTG�+�UVKNN�OCMG�UJQEMKPI�OKUVCMGU����

I guess, this passage says to me that I should give much grace to others 
CPF�VCMG�OWEJ�ECTG�O[UGNH��&Q�PQV�DG�GCUKN[�QHHGPFGF��CPF�FQP	V�DG�CP�
QHHGPEG�VQ�QVJGTU��$G�JWODNG��6GTTK���YJCV	U�VJCV�JWIG�VJKPI�KP�[QWT�G[G!

Verse 19 says,"Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to 
RGCEG�CPF�OWVWCN�GFKƂECVKQP�� 

+�PGGF�)QF	U�JGNR�KP�VJKU�

by Terri Plant
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HUNGRY FOR MORE
Read Philippians 3:17-4:1

Have you ever had a night out planned and that’s all you can think about 
all day? I remember when my wife, Mary Ann, and I were dating, we had 
a favorite restaurant we would go to occasionally.  It was called Joe Ar-
melie’s Meating Place (yes Meating place not Meeting place) and I loved 
their prime rib. It was a journey to get there, and not the cheapest place 
we could go, but the food and service was worth the extra effort. On the 
FC[U�YJGP�+�MPGY�YG�YGTG�RNCPPKPI�VQ�IQ�VJGTG��+�YQWNF�ƂPF�O[�OKPF�
drifting and anticipating the experience. I could hardly wait.  

Living in the kingdom of God means allowing our minds to be preoccu-
pied with thoughts of God and His will. Hear the words of Paul describ-
ing the contrast between those whose citizenship is tied up with this 
earth versus those of us that are citizens of the kingdom of God:

“Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach and their glo-
ry is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. But our citizenship 
is in heaven. And we eagerly await our savior from there, the Lord 
,GUWU�%JTKUV��YJQeYKNN�VTCPUHQTO�QWT�NQYN[�DQFKGU�UQ�VJCV�VJG[�YKNN�DG�
like His glorious body.” (Philippians 3:19-21)

Now, I admit there were days I was preoccupied dreaming of prime rib, 
but as a citizen of heaven, what I really hunger and thirst for is the return 
of Christ, my King.

As human beings with families and jobs and countless responsibilities in 
our lives, we have to think about the affairs of this world, but they must 
never become our driving motivation, our hunger or our passions. As 
citizens of God’s kingdom, we deal with the issues of this world as part of 
serving Him, bringing Him glory, seeking our ultimate satisfaction in Him.

by Jim Caler
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CITIZENS OF THE KINGDOM
Read Colossians 1:9-23

“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us 
into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” (Colossians1:13)

This passage tells a story: people trapped in a dangerous realm, 
rescued by an incredible Savior, and granted citizenship in the “king-
dom of light.” I’ve never experienced a change of nationality, but I’m 
learning about it through volunteering at the International Community 
%GPVGT��6JG�TQWVG�VQ�7�5��pPCVWTCNK\CVKQPq�RTQXKFGU�UQOG�KPVGTGUVKPI�
parallels to spiritual citizenship.

6JG�+%%oU�ENKGPVU�CTG�TGHWIGGU�YJQ�ƃGF�FCPIGT��QRRTGUUKQP��CPF�
hardship in places like Myanmar and Somalia. After living in an interim 
country for a number of years, they were selected for possible admis-
UKQP�KPVQ�VJG�7�5���VJGP�UETGGPGF�VQ�RTGXGPV�VJG�GPVTCPEG�QH�GPGOKGU��
criminals, and abusers. 

But they are not citizens! To gain that status, they have to earn it: 
living here at least 5 years, mastering basic English (speaking, read-
KPI��YTKVKPI���CPF�NGCTPKPI�MG[�CURGEVU�QH�7�5��JKUVQT[�CPF�IQXGTPOGPV��
They pay a substantial application fee and undergo further screening. 
It’s hard work; whenever an ICC client passes the citizenship tests, it’s 
cause for celebration!

Like the refugees, we needed to be rescued, delivered from Satan’s do-
main of darkness where we were trapped in our sin. But there the simi-
larity ends. We would not have passed any screening tests for entrance 
to the “kingdom of light.” In fact, Paul says that we were “enemies” 
because of our “evil behavior”! And we were not capable of earning 
our citizenship. Instead we receive it as a gift, for it is only through 
)QFoU�RNCP�CPF�%JTKUVoU�DNQQF�VJCV�CP[QPG�ECP�SWCNKH[��TGFGGOGF��TGE-
onciled, “without blemish and free from accusation.” 

There’s another contrast: After our ICC friends swear allegiance to the 
7�5���YG�JQRG�VJG[oNN�DG�GPVJWUKCUVKE�EKVK\GPU�D[�XQVKPI�CPF�EQPVTKDWVKPI�
to their community, though no one actively helps them do so. In God’s 
kingdom, we should desire to be active citizens—and we have the Spir-
it’s help to give knowledge and strength for “every good work”!

The refugees are starting over in a strange culture and climate here, 
but they are extremely grateful to be safe and have rights. How much 
more can we be “giving joyful thanks” to God for our new citizenship!

by Sue Gilliland
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Read I Peter 2:9-12

peVJG[�OC[�UGG�[QWT�IQQF�FGGFU�CPF�INQTKH[�)QF�QP�VJG�FC[�JG�XKUKVU�
WU�q�
+�2GVGT������

Growing up with a little brother afforded me the “rights and privileg-
es” of being the big brother. To my shame, I remember calling my little 
brother names—names that were meant to hurt, belittle, or provoke, not 
to build up. Names wound and names marginalize. Sometimes words 
CPF�PCOGU�CTG�WUGF�VQ�ECWUG�VJG�VCTIGV�QH�VJQUG�YQTFU�VQ�SWGUVKQP�
WHO they are—their very identity.   

The apostle Peter writes to the church in Asia Minor knowing his hearers 
CTG�NKXKPI�WPFGT�VJG�ƂTG�QH�CP�QRRTGUUKXG�UQEKGV[��6JGUG�%JTKUV�HQNNQYGTU�
are needing to be reminded of WHO they are. Peter addresses his audi-
ence with identifying descriptors: “chosen people,” “royal priesthood,” 
“holy nation,” “God’s special possession,” “dear friends,” and “foreign-
ers and exiles.” He uses collective nouns to underscore the corporate 
identity of his listeners.  

5GGP�QHVGP�CU�UQEKCN�OKUƂVU��GCTN[�%JTKUVKCPU�
MPQYP�CU�pRGQRNG�QH�VJG�
name”) faced daunting living insecurities including slander, boycott, 
character defamation, mob-violence, and even death. Peter calls his 
readers to live circumspect and holy lives that refute the false accusa-
tions (name calling?) hurled at them as they live as foreigners and exiles 
KP�VJG�4QOCP�'ORKTG��(QT�ƂTUV�EGPVWT[�DGNKGXGTU��C�%JTKUV�JQPQTKPI�NKHG-
UV[NG�ƃQYU�HTQO�C�%JTKUVQEGPVTKE�KFGPVKV[�CU�“God’s special possession.”

In 2003 my wife and I completed 10 years living in Mali, West Africa. At 
VJCV�VKOG�EJWTEJ�NGCFGTU�ECOG�VQ�WU�TGSWGUVKPI�VJCV�YG�ITGGV�VJG�EJWTEJ�
KP�VJG�9GUV�QP�VJGKT�DGJCNH��(QT�VJG�UOCNN�/CNK�EJWTEJ��OCMKPI�WR����
of the country’s population, its identity was that of being grafted into a 
wider relational connection with the holy nation of Christ’s global church.  
To live such good lives (v. 12) as a minority Christian community in Mali 
necessitated the church knowing its true identity as God’s chosen people 
in spite of being foreigners and exiles in their religious context.  

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP���How are we—corporately as Eastbrook Church and as 
individuals—seen by our world in these polarized days? Are we living 
UWEJ�IQQF�NKXGU�VJCV�TGƃGEV�QWT�VTWG�KFGPVKV[�CU�)QFoU�JQN[�PCVKQP�
)4-�s�
“ethnos”) (v. 9)?

by Paul Sinclair
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WEEK 3 REVIEW AND APPLICATION 
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�GKVJGT�D[�[QWTUGNH��YKVJ�QPG�QT�VYQ�QVJGT�RGQRNG�QT�YKVJ�[QWT�
5OCNN�)TQWR�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�JQY�VJKU�YGGMoU�TGCFKPIU�JCXG�KORCEVGF�[QW�

4GƃGEV�QP�;QWT�&KUEQXGTKGU�HTQO�VJG�2TGXKQWU�9GGM�
$CUGF�QP�[QWT�TGCFKPI�CPF�TGƃGEVKQP�VJKU�YGGM��YJCV�FKF�[QW�FKUEQXGT�
about the kingdom of God? 

What did you discover about yourself? 

9JCV�SWGUVKQPU�CTG�[QW�UVKNN�YQPFGTKPI�CDQWV�CHVGT�JCXKPI�TGCF�VJG�RCU-
sages this week?

Nurture Growth Through Confession and Repentance:
As you went through the readings and devotions, where did the Spirit 
lead you to repentance and faith this week?

  
 

Spend time praying for others and for the Holy Spirit to help us have 
faith in the forgiveness and grace of God. 

Encourage Each Other Towards Action in Response: 
5JCTG�YKVJ�GCEJ�QVJGT�[QWT�CPUYGTU�VQ�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�
1. In light of what I have discovered about God and myself this week, 

what is one thing I need to do differently? What steps will I take to 
implement this change? 
 
 

2. As a Disciple-Making-Disciple, who am I impacting for Christ? Who 
am I praying for? How am I introducing them to the kingdom of 
God?
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But you are a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of 

him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light. 

Once you were not a people, 
but now you are the people of God; 
once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.

1 Peter 2:9-10
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WEEK 4: THE KINGDOM OF GOD VS.  
THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD

WORSHIP EXPERIENCE RESPONSE
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�VJG�YQTUJKR�UGTXKEG�[QW�GZRGTKGPEGF�VJKU�
week. You can include thoughts on the message, the prayers, the music, 
GVE���YJCVGXGT�KORCEVGF�[QW�VJG�OQUV��(GGN�HTGG�VQ�FTCY�RKEVWTGU��YTKVG�
poems, prayers or answers—whatever helps you process your worship 
experience.
• What stood out the most about your worship experience this week? 

9CU�VJGTG�C�UQPI�VJCV�[QW�MGGR�UKPIKPI��C�SWQVG�[QW�MGGR�VJKPMKPI�
about or a prayer that you needed to hear?  

• What was the “Big Idea” behind the message you heard?  What 
other important thoughts do you remember?

• How can you respond to the message you’ve heard?  Is there an 
action you will take this week to put it into practice in your life?

• Is there someone in your life you think needs to experience this week’s 
worship service?  How will you let them know?  (You can share the link 
from our Eastbrook at Home webpage, eastbrook.org/athome) 
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THE POWER OF PRAYER
Read 1 Timothy 2:1-8

+P�JKIJ�UEJQQN�+�JCF�CP�CESWCKPVCPEG�YJQ�YCUPoV�XGT[�PKEG�VQ�OG��+�TG-
member sitting right behind her in math one day when she was telling a 
friend about how ugly I was. To justify her comments to her friend, who 
had started to defend me, she told her stories about me that were not 
true at all! It continued for the rest of high school, and I avoided her at 
all costs.

A couple years after college, I ran into her at a coffee shop in our home-
town. I wasn’t thrilled, but she kept looking my way, so I asked God to 
JGNR�OG�CPF�UCKF�JK��+�YCU�UMGRVKECN�CV�ƂTUV��DWV�UJG�JCF�QDXKQWUN[�ITQYP��
She acknowledged that we didn’t get along in high school, apologized 
for how she’d treated me, and wanted to know how I had been. She 
was so genuine! She told me how God had truly changed her heart 
since high school. And here I was, years later, and how much had God 
changed me? I was still holding a 7-year-old grudge. 

In 1 Timothy chapter 1, Paul reminds Timothy about his own past. He 
calls himself a “blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man” (verse 
13) but, like my friend, he was shown the mercy and grace of God 
through Jesus Christ, who has “immense patience” for sinners (verse 
16). And this is where he starts chapter 2, telling Timothy to pray for all 
people, especially our authorities and leaders. 

I don’t know about you, but some of my feelings about politicians or 
GXGP�EGTVCKP�(CEGDQQM�HTKGPFU�TKIJV�PQY�CTG�OWEJ�UVTQPIGT�VJCP�C�JKIJ�
school grudge. But we are commanded to pray for our leaders. Even the 
ones we don’t agree with. As citizens of the kingdom of God, we can 
expect and hope in Jesus’ grace and power to transform.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��
• Has God ever done a work on someone beyond what you expected 

or imagined? (You, perhaps?)
• Is there someone you just don’t expect God to change? Ask God to 

remind you what He has done and what He can do.
• Spend some time praying for people you have a hard time with—pe-

tition for them, intercede for them, and thank God for them. 

by Isabelle Lundstrom
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GO WITH GOD
Read Daniel 6:1-28 and Acts 5:29

After the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Peter and several other 
apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the 
people in Jerusalem and preached about Jesus. The existing religious 
rulers felt jealous and threatened. The Sanhedrin angrily reminded the 
apostles that they had been given strict instructions by the high priest 
not to teach in Jesus’ name. But the apostles had heard from a higher 
authority and thus came back with, “We must obey God rather than 
human beings.” It’s not that Peter and the others disrespected human 
CWVJQTKVKGU��$WV�YJGP�VJGTG�YCU�C�EQPƃKEV�DGVYGGP�YJCV�JWOCP�DGKPIU�
said and what God said, they were always going to go with God. 

Daniel found himself in a similar situation during the Jewish exile under 
King Darius. Because of his excellent character and high work ethic, he 
was rising in status in the kingdom. But other leaders were jealous of him 
and wanted to bring him down. They knew they wouldn’t be able to trip 
him up in unethical behavior like stealing, lying, sexual immorality, drunk-
enness, etc., so they tried something more insidious. They convinced 
their weak king to publish a decree that they knew Daniel would never 
QDG[�DGECWUG�QH�JKU�KPVGITKV[��#PF�[QW�MPQY�VJG�TGUV�s�VJG�MKPI�VJTGY�
Daniel in a den with hungry lions who completely ignored him. That was 
God’s power at work!

Read Romans 13:1. How do we reconcile this verse with Acts 5:29? Good 
SWGUVKQP��9G�PGGF�VQ�TGOGODGT�ƂTUV�VJCV�YG�CTG�CNN�UKPPGTU��CPF�NGHV�VQ�
our own devices would destroy ourselves and one another. The history 
of the human race has not been pretty. God has instituted governing 
UVTWEVWTGU�KP�QWT�YQTNF�D[�*KU�ITCEG�CPF�HQT�QWT�DGPGƂV��UQ�YG�PGGF�VQ�
respect them. But when these authorities demand we do something 
clearly contrary to God’s word, we must go with God. Whose approval 
matters more than God’s? 

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��
• What if Daniel had given in and prayed to King Darius, rationalizing 

that his prayer would just be empty words on his part? 
• How did Daniel’s obedience give God an opportunity to show His 

power? 
• Can you today simply obey God and trust Him for the results?

by Kelly Erickson
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WHOSE AUTHORITY?
Read Romans 13:1-7

What do you hear when you read a verse like Romans 13:1? It reads, 
“There is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God.”

0QY�YG�CNN�MPQY�VJCV�VJGTG�CTG�UQOG�XGT[�FKHƂEWNV�SWGUVKQPU�VQ�DG�CP-
swered here. When it says again in verse 1 that “there is no authority ex-
cept from God,” does it include evil rulers? When it says in verse 3 that the 
civil authorities are “not a terror to good conduct, but to bad,” is that al-
YC[U�VTWG!�9JCV�CTG�YG�VQ�OCMG�QH�2CWN	U�UGGOKPIN[�CDUQNWVG�UVCVGOGPVU!

This text has implications for laws and law enforcement, political activ-
ism and civil disobedience, elections and protesting, mask wearing and 
social distancing. This is not a small or simple text.

The plain reading of the text is clear. Submit to civil authority 1) because 
it’s instituted by God, 2) because it is good for you that there is civil 
authority, 3) because you will get punished if you don’t, and 4) because if 
you don’t, your conscience will condemn you for breaking the higher law 
of God.

Now, I imagine you, like me, jump to the “buts.” 
“But our leaders are morally corrupt.”  
“But that law is stupid!”

Paul says submit to the government out of reverence for God—not 
TGXGTGPEG�HQT�VJG�TWNGT��6JCV	U�YJCV�XGTUG�QPG�OGCPU��6JG[�CTG�PQV�)QF��
)QF�KU�)QF��9JGP�[QW�UWDOKV��[QW�UWDOKV�HQT�)QF	U�UCMG�

I believe that Paul writes in such absolutes (“Be subject to the governing 
authorities.”) not because he believes that every government all the time 
KU�RGTHGEV�CPF�YKNN�FQ�TKIJV�
TGOGODGT�s�JGoU�NKXKPI�KP�C�VKOG�YJGP�VJG�
Roman government was killing Christians because of their allegiance to 
Jesus- but because he is more concerned with our humility, self-denial 
and trust in Christ, than he is about our civil liberties. In other words, Paul 
risked being misunderstood on the side of submission because he saw 
pride as a greater danger to Christians and our salvation than govern-
ment injustice.

Both matter: civil liberties and social justice on the one hand, and per-
sonal faith and humility and self-denial, on the other. But in Paul’s mind, 
faith, humility and self-denial are vastly more important for the Christian 
than that we be treated well by the government.

by Jim Caler
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TWO SIDES OF A COIN 
Read Matthew 22:15-22

I imagine yesterday’s reading and thoughts left you with some uneasi-
ness, some discontent. As residents of God’s kingdom, clearly we can 
see that the governments and authorities of this world can often be at 
odds with the priorities of God. How do we “submit to their authority” 
while standing for God’s values at the same time?  

+�DGNKGXG�QWT�VGZV�VQFC[�JGNRU�WU�YTGUVNG�YKVJ�VJCV�SWGUVKQP��

“He took a coin and held it up and said, "Whose image is on the coin?" 
They said, "Caesar's." He said, "All right, then give to Caesar the things 
that belong to Caesar; but give to God the things that belong to God," 
(Matthew 22:20-21). 

By this Jesus clearly indicated that there are limits to the power of gov-
ernment. Caesar has his image on certain things; therefore they belong to 
JKOt,GUWU�CHƂTOU�VJCV��9JCV�%CGUCT�RWV�JKU�KOCIG�QP�DGNQPIU�VQ�%CGUCT��
The implication is that governments have authority over what we do with 
our property and how we behave with one another as part of a nation.  

But Jesus also clearly indicates they have no right to touch what God 
has put His image on, meaning our hearts and souls. Remember what 
Genesis 1:27 says, “So God created man in His own image, in the image 
of God He created him, male and female He created them.”

We are “stamped” in the image of God.  

Rulers are under God; therefore they have no right to command men 
to do what God says shouldn’t be done, or to command men not to do 
YJCV�)QF�UC[U�UJQWNF�DG�FQPG��9JGP�VJGTG�KU�C�EQPƃKEV�DGVYGGP�VJG�
ways of man and the ways of God, God reigns. Period.

Governments are not to enslave people, because we belong to God. 
Governments are not to oppress people, because we bear the image of 
)QF��9JCV�DGCTU�)QF	U�KOCIG�OWUV�DG�IKXGP�VQ�)QF��PQV�VQ�%CGUCT��

by Jim Caler
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WALKING THE TIGHTROPE
Read Colossians 2:6-12

#U�C�%JTKUVKCP�CTVKUV�O[�KPƃWGPEGU�CTG�QHVGP�HQWPF�KP�5ETKRVWTG��6JG�VKIJV�
TQRG�QH�YCNMKPI�YKVJKP�VJG�YQTNF�DWV�PQV�DGKPI�QH�VJG�YQTNF�KU�FKHƂEWNV�VQ�
navigate, especially as an artist. Colossians 2:6 says “And now just as you 
accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.” 

+VoU�C�FCKN[�EJQKEG�VQ�HQNNQY�VJG�.QTF�CPF�KV	U�PQV�LWUV�UC[KPI�UQOG�YQTFU�
and then going on your merry way. 

Continuing on to verses 7-12: 
“Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on 
him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, 
CPF�[QW�YKNN�QXGTƃQY�YKVJ�VJCPMHWNPGUU��&QPoV�NGV�CP[QPG�ECRVWTG�
you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that 
come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this 
world rather than from Christ. For in Christ lives all the fullness of 
God in a human body. So you also are complete through your union 
with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.”

The outside world may seem so enticing, but remember as the Word  of 
God lives and breathes in our lives, we are part of something greater 
than ourselves. Mathew 16 24:25 says “Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
n+H�CP[�QH�[QW�YCPVU�VQ�DG�O[�HQNNQYGT��[QW�OWUV�VWTP�HTQO�[QWT�UGNƂUJ�
YC[U��VCMG�WR�[QWT�ETQUU��CPF�HQNNQY�OG��+H�[QW�VT[�VQ�JCPI�QP�VQ�[QWT�NKHG��
you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it.”

As we live in this world, we are often called to die to ourselves, to die to 
things that are not meant for us because God has called us to some-
thing greater.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��*QY�CTG�[QW�HGGNKPI�VJG�YQTNF	U�KPƃWGPEG�QP�[QWT�NKHG!�
What things can you die to in your life?  

by Ndilo Musa
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WEEK 4 REVIEW AND APPLICATION 
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�GKVJGT�D[�[QWTUGNH��YKVJ�QPG�QT�VYQ�QVJGT�RGQRNG�QT�YKVJ�[QWT�
5OCNN�)TQWR�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�JQY�VJKU�YGGMoU�TGCFKPIU�JCXG�KORCEVGF�[QW�

4GƃGEV�QP�;QWT�&KUEQXGTKGU�HTQO�VJG�2TGXKQWU�9GGM�
$CUGF�QP�[QWT�TGCFKPI�CPF�TGƃGEVKQP�VJKU�YGGM��YJCV�FKF�[QW�FKUEQXGT�
about the kingdom of God? 

What did you discover about yourself? 

9JCV�SWGUVKQPU�CTG�[QW�UVKNN�YQPFGTKPI�CDQWV�CHVGT�JCXKPI�TGCF�VJG�RCU-
sages this week?

Nurture Growth Through Confession and Repentance:
As you went through the readings and devotions, where did the Spirit 
lead you to repentance and faith this week?

  
 

Spend time praying for others and for the Holy Spirit to help us have 
faith in the forgiveness and grace of God. 

Encourage Each Other Towards Action in Response: 
5JCTG�YKVJ�GCEJ�QVJGT�[QWT�CPUYGTU�VQ�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�
1. In light of what I have discovered about God and myself this week, 

what is one thing I need to do differently? What steps will I take to 
implement this change? 
 
 

2. As a Disciple-Making-Disciple, who am I impacting for Christ? Who 
am I praying for? How am I introducing them to the kingdom of 
God?
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Finally, be strong in the Lord 
and in his mighty power. 

Put on the full armor of God, 
so that you can take your stand 

against the devil’s schemes. 
For our struggle is not against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world 
and against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms.

Ephesians 6:10-12
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WEEK 5: FAITH-FULL 
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

WORSHIP EXPERIENCE RESPONSE
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�VJG�YQTUJKR�UGTXKEG�[QW�GZRGTKGPEGF�VJKU�
week. You can include thoughts on the message, the prayers, the music, 
GVE���YJCVGXGT�KORCEVGF�[QW�VJG�OQUV��(GGN�HTGG�VQ�FTCY�RKEVWTGU��YTKVG�
poems, prayers or answers—whatever helps you process your worship 
experience.
• What stood out the most about your worship experience this week? 

9CU�VJGTG�C�UQPI�VJCV�[QW�MGGR�UKPIKPI��C�SWQVG�[QW�MGGR�VJKPMKPI�
about or a prayer that you needed to hear?  

• What was the “Big Idea” behind the message you heard?  What 
other important thoughts do you remember?

• How can you respond to the message you’ve heard?  Is there an 
action you will take this week to put it into practice in your life?

• Is there someone in your life you think needs to experience this week’s 
worship service?  How will you let them know?  (You can share the link 
from our Eastbrook at Home webpage, eastbrook.org/athome) 
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THE NEED TO BE RIGHT
Read Romans 12:9-21

Can I be honest with you? The state of our country makes me sad, 
anxious, and angry. Maybe you resonate with those emotions. I see the 
division that politics is promoting not only in our country, but inside of 
VJG�EJWTEJ��+P�O[�ƂPKVG�OKPF�+�ECPoV�UGG�C�UQNWVKQP�VQ�DTKPI�RGQRNG�CETQUU�
the divide, and it breaks my heart. 

This list that Paul gives us in Romans 12 is a tall order, and frankly in my 
humanness, I get a little annoyed. I get annoyed, because I, Lisa Kay Gal-
loway, can’t achieve this list! I get annoyed because I put on the facade 
of listening to others, acting like I am an open minded person, when in 
the end I just want to be right and prove the other wrong. I get discour-
aged when I see brothers and sisters in Christ withholding empathy in 
discourse over social media, at the family table, and in friend groups. 
Communion with one another is diminishing. Have we traded the image 
of God in each other for the need to be right? 

You probably are already thinking “I see where this is heading…we can’t 
do any of this in our own strength but have to rely on the strength of 
God.” And yes…in so many words yes. 

Let me challenge you with verse 12: p4GLQKEG�KP�QWT�EQPƂFGPV�JQRG��
Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying” (Romans 12:12 NLT). As 
you enter into conversations (real conversations, without the agenda to 
DG�TKIJV���JQY�YKNN�[QW�TGLQKEG�KP�QWT�EQPƂFGPV�JQRG!�*QY�YKNN�[QW�DG�
patient in trouble? Are you praying for God to guide and lead you in this 
divisive political season?

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��Respond in prayer using these words or your own. 
Dear Jesus, teach me how to “be one as You and the Father are one,” 
with my brothers and sisters, who may look, think, and come to different 
EQPENWUKQPU�VJCP�OG��(QTIKXG�OG�HQT�VJG�VKOGU�+�JCXG�PQV�TGRTGUGPVGF�
you well as I navigate this divisive political season. Lord, have mercy on 
us. In humility and love, may I walk in your ways. Amen.

by Lisa Kay Galloway
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WAR AND PEACE
Read Ephesians 6:10-20

When I was a kid I used to love playing war. I remember one summer 
ƂPFKPI�VJG�RGTHGEV�UVKEM�VQ�DG�O[�UYQTF��+V�JCF�C�UYGNNGF�CTGC�CV�QPG�GPF�
that looked just like a sword grip and it had been broken in such a way 
that the tip looked like a blade.  

Oh, the battles I fought that summer. With a pot lid as my shield and my 
“sword” in hand I protected my kingdom from all invaders. Yeah…I was 
that kid. 

My brother, 6 years older than me, used to make fun of me running 
around our yard swinging my stick around. “Who do you think you’re 
ƂIJVKPI�VJKU�VKOG��5KT�)GGMU�C�.QV!q

Every time I read Ephesians 6, my heart starts pumping strong: armor, 
swords, shields. Maybe not the type I imagined (I mean really, who would 
use a book as a sword, there’s not a pointy end!), but weapons of war 
none-the-less.  

Our world today seems constantly at war. At war over ideas, over words, 
over rights, over political opinions. But at some point we have to stop 
and ask, “Who is our real enemy? What should we really be at war 
against?”

Paul makes it clear our real battle is not against each other, but against 
the forces of spiritual evil, against the things that enslave us to sin and 
eternal death.  

The weapons and armor of God—His Word, His truth, His righteousness, 
His gospel, His faith, His salvation—they are weapons designed to end 
the wars within and without. They bring us peace. Peace with God and 
peace with one another.   

by Jim Caler
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PEACEABLE KINGDOM
 Read Titus 3:1-11

 
If we watch closely enough, our kids can reveal a deeper understanding 
of Scripture in the mundane parts of life. Take board games for exam-
ple. My kids started out with learning the board games that survived 
O[�[QWVJ��9G�YGTG�GZEKVGF�VQ�VT[�7PQ��%QPPGEV�(QWT��%CPF[�.CPF�CPF�
Chutes and Ladders. Classics that brought many memories. But also 
many lessons about winning and losing.
 
Enter Peaceable Kingdoms, a series of games that are focused on the 
players collaborating to win the game together, not against one another. 
We were given several by a family member, and the difference in how we 
played was insightful to watch unfold with my kids. Competition turned 
to cooperation and teamwork. A drive to bury the other player was 
TGRNCEGF�D[�C�YKNNKPIPGUU�VQ�UWDOKV�QT�UCETKƂEG�HQT�CPQVJGT�UQ�VJG�YJQNG�
group can win.
 
Now, I know kids need to learn how to win/lose, and those classic games 
are still in the mix at our home, but this isn’t about parenting styles. The 
RCUUCIG�KP�6KVWU�KU�CDQWV�C�NKHGUV[NG�KP�VJG�RWDNKE�USWCTG�
 
It is a lifestyle shift from seeking self-advancement, pushing away/down 
CPQVJGT�ITQWR�QH�RGQRNG��GPFNGUU�FGDCVGU��QT�RCTVKUCP�RQNKVKECN�ƂIJVKPI��
It is about living in a peaceable manner that positions you to do good 
for all. (And sometimes doing good for all, means focusing on a few, to 
help the whole.)
 
But, it is hard to be good to someone from a distance, and it is even 
OQTG�FKHƂEWNV�VQ�MPQY�YJCV�KU�IQQF�YKVJQWV�RTQZKOKV[��2TCKUG�)QF�HQT�*KU�
example found in the incarnation of Christ. A lifestyle of being faith-
fully present, in the midst of the hardest places in our world, bringing 
with Him the kingdom and His peace, patience, gentleness, kindness, 
self-control and love.
 
6CMG�C�OQOGPV�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�YJCV�QWT�EKV[��PCVKQP�CPF�YQTNF�YQWNF�NQQM�
NKMG�KH�%JTKUV	U�HQNNQYGTU�YQWNF�IGPVN[�CPF�JWODN[�ECTT[�VJG�*QN[�5RKTKV�
of grace, peace and goodness into the broken and hurting corners of 
our city, nation and world. What would it look like for the church? What 
would it look like for you?
 
May such a Peaceable Kingdom come.

by Dan Ryan
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A KINGDOM APPROACH TO CONFLICT
Read 2 Timothy 2:22-26

This passage is both beautifully and powerfully written. Paul uses strong 
language at the beginning of these verses, “Don’t have anything to do 
YKVJ�HQQNKUJ�CPF�UVWRKF�CTIWOGPVUe�q�he warns Timothy.

The middle of the text suggests a different way for him to communicate. 
Paul uses the words “teach,” “gently instruct,” “kind,” and “not resent-
HWN�q�2CWN�GZRNCKPGF�VJCV�QPG�CRRTQCEJ�NKMGN[�NGCFU�VQ�pSWCTTGNUq�CPF�VJG�
other has a better chance of leading people to “the hope that God will 
ITCPV�VJGO�TGRGPVCPEG�NGCFKPI�VJGO�VQ�C�MPQYNGFIG�QH�VJG�VTWVJeq�

I think an important distinction to make here is that Paul isn’t telling Tim-
othy to avoid having controversial conversations but rather giving him a 
guide on how to engage in them. One is brash‚ perhaps someone just 
wanting to vent, blow off steam, make their opinion known, or even get 
into an argument just for the sake of getting into an argument. Although 
there is much value in expressing your deepest feelings in a very real 
YC[��RGTJCRU�VJKU�V[RG�QH�EQOOWPKECVKQP�KU�UCXGF�HQT�[QWT�ENQUG�EQPƂ-
FCPVU�CU�KVU�RTKOCT[�DGPGƂEKCT[�KU�[QW��

When desiring to lead people who “oppose” you toward Christ, Paul is 
advocating for the approach of a teacher. Someone who communicates 
wholly with the other person’s education in mind. It avoids the “I’m right 
and you’re wrong” type of thinking and replaces it with, “Here, let me 
show you why this makes sense” school of thought.  

How will we draw souls closer to the kingdom or guide people toward 
our point of view? Brash bashing or kind and gentle instruction? Don’t 
stray from the Word but let’s commit to a thoughtful delivery of it! 

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��
• These things are easy to agree with on paper but when your buttons 

are pushed and your blood starts to boil, how do you stay in oth-
ers-focused-education mode with your actions and words?

• 6CMG�UQOG�VKOG�VQ�VJKPM�CDQWV�URGEKƂE�VQRKEU�QT�RGQRNG�VJCV�OC[�
tempt you to “lose your cool” and make a plan for how you will 
manage that interaction and respond in an edifying way. 

by Rachael Sheets
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SUB • MISSION
James 4:1-12

This week, we have been talking about what it means to be kingdom 
RGQRNG�KP�C�FKXKFGF�YQTNF��+VoU�ƂVVKPI�VJCV�VJKU�KU�VJG�NCUV�5ETKRVWTG�RCU-
sage for the whole devotional because James has both a great summa-
ry and a great challenge for us as it relates to being kingdom people: 
submit to God. 

James writes that we are to submit our whole selves to God (v. 7). Not 
just our motives, but our whole selves. Not only our plans and our poli-
tics and our opinions and our votes, but our whole selves!

A professor once explained the word “submission” to me this way: sub-
mission means putting your mission under (sub) the mission of another. 

Humility is wrapped up in submission; you can’t have one without the 
other. I don’t know about you, but I look around the world, the Inter-
PGV��VJG�EJWTEJ��CPF�GXGP�O[�QYP�EQOOWPKV[�CPF�+�UGG�OQTG�ƂIJVKPI�
CPF�SWCTTGNKPI�VJCP�GXGT�DGHQTG��+�UGG�VJG�UNCPFGT�,COGU�VCNMU�CDQWV�KP�
verse 11, I see the judgment James talks about in verses11-12, I see the 
self-serving motives James talks about in verses 1-3, and I see the pride 
James talks about throughout this passage. If I’m honest, I see these 
things in myself as well. 

9JCV�YQWNF�KV�NQQM�NKMG�HQT�OG�VQ�UGGM�ƂTUV�VQ�DG�C�HTKGPF�QH�)QF��VQ�UGGM�
ƂTUV�VJG�OKUUKQP�QH�)QF��VQ�UGGM�ƂTUV�VJG�JGCTV�QH�)QF��VQ�UGGM�ƂTUV�VJG�
love of God? To set down my plans, and my beliefs and my agenda, and 
pick up the plans, beliefs, and agendas of the kingdom of God? To ac-
knowledge that any allegiance I make to a tribe, tongue, or nation pales 
in comparsion to the allegiance I pledge to Christ (Revelation 7:9-10)? 

I think James gives us an insight into what this might look like. It might 
look like taking time to come clean before God and others, to purify 
our hearts, to become single-minded about Kingdom issues. To grieve, 
mourn, and wail, to become serious and humble. To forgive and to let 
things go. To be willing to be wrong, to set down our gavel and step 
down off of the seat of judgment. 

-KPIFQO�RGQRNG�CTG�RGQRNG�YJQ�CTG�QP�OKUUKQP�HQT�)QF�ƂTUV��'CUVDTQQM��
let’s set down our missions and place them under the mission of God. 
Let’s be Kingdom people on the journey together.

(QT�4GƃGEVKQP��What stood out to you in this passage from James? 
What is the Holy Spirit prompting you to set down in order to live on 
mission for God? How can a diverse community like Eastbrook main-
tain what makes us different without being divided? How does James 
address this? 

by Liz Carver



WEEK 5 REVIEW AND APPLICATION 
7UG�VJKU�RCIG�GKVJGT�D[�[QWTUGNH��YKVJ�QPG�QT�VYQ�QVJGT�RGQRNG�QT�YKVJ�[QWT�
5OCNN�)TQWR�VQ�TGƃGEV�QP�JQY�VJKU�YGGMoU�TGCFKPIU�JCXG�KORCEVGF�[QW�

4GƃGEV�QP�;QWT�&KUEQXGTKGU�HTQO�VJG�2TGXKQWU�9GGM�
$CUGF�QP�[QWT�TGCFKPI�CPF�TGƃGEVKQP�VJKU�YGGM��YJCV�FKF�[QW�FKUEQXGT�
about the kingdom of God? 

What did you discover about yourself? 

9JCV�SWGUVKQPU�CTG�[QW�UVKNN�YQPFGTKPI�CDQWV�CHVGT�JCXKPI�TGCF�VJG�RCU-
sages this week?

Nurture Growth Through Confession and Repentance:
As you went through the readings and devotions, where did the Spirit 
lead you to repentance and faith this week?

  
 

Spend time praying for others and for the Holy Spirit to help us have 
faith in the forgiveness and grace of God. 

Encourage Each Other Towards Action in Response: 
5JCTG�YKVJ�GCEJ�QVJGT�[QWT�CPUYGTU�VQ�VJGUG�SWGUVKQPU�
1. In light of what I have discovered about God and myself this week, 

what is one thing I need to do differently? What steps will I take to 
implement this change? 
 
 

2. As a Disciple-Making-Disciple, who am I impacting for Christ? Who 
am I praying for? How am I introducing them to the kingdom of 
God?

45
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