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INTRODLETIIN

There is something about being caught up in something bigger than yourself.
Whether it is wildly cheering on your favorite sports team or dancing with wild
abandon alongside family and friends at a wedding celebration or barreling
down whitewater rapids in a raft with others.

This fall we have been journeying through the book of Acts, the New Testament
account of the early church caught up in the powerful move of the Holy Spirit

into the ever-expanding mission of God. It is something Jesus describes at the
book’s beginning: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth” (Acts 1:8). Once these early Jesus followers are caught up in the uncon-
trollable movement of the Holy Spirit, they not only witness to Christ where they
are but also in ever-expanding circles of relationships and geography.

During Advent this year we are exploring the expansion of the mission of God “to
the ends of the earth,” as we watch and learn from the early church about God's
love for and mission to the nations. As we watch the unfolding mission of God in
Acts, we first remember that we are the fruit of that mission. We are, in a sense, the
‘ends of the earth” from where the Jesus movement began. But we simultaneously
discover how we are invited into that ongoing mission of God, seeking to bear
witness to Jesus by the Holy Spirit's power wherever God takes us.

Reflecting the themes of Advent, each week of this devotional and teaching
series will explore how Jesus our Messiah brings hope, peace, joy, and love as
the King of the Nations. You may already know that Advent comes from the
Latin word adventus (“appearing”), providing this season at the beginning of
the historic church calendar with four weeks of anticipation both of Jesus'birth
in the past roughly 2,000 years ago and Jesus'future appearing at the end of
human history.

The devotional you have before you is written by members of our own church
community, reflecting on Scripture and life, as a way to guide us to encounter
Jesus as King of the nations during this season of Advent. You can use this de-
votional individually, but we also hope it serves those in small groups, as well as
groups of friends, family members, or housemates.

May God slow us down to attend to the wonders of Jesus'incarnation, in which
He came “to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10), including us. And may God
also overwhelm us, drawing us into the current of the Holy Spirit, that we might
join anew the mission of God until the day the mission ends and worship con-
tinues on for eternity in the new heaven and the new earth (Revelation 21:1-4).

Mk A~

Pastor Matt Erickson
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HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL:

Each week of this devotional begins with a Sunday reading written by our Pas-
toral staff for older students and adults. There is also a version called “Family Talk”
written our NextGen Pastor, intended for families with young children. Each day
Monday-Friday has a short devotional thought written by one of our Eastbrook-
ers with questions at the end for deeper reflection. Saturdays are intended for
small group discussion and for deeper reflection. Although it is not necessary,

this devotional is intended to be paired with an Advent Wreath. Each day when
you open this devotional, light the candle of your Advent Wreath. Every Sunday,
include another candle.

As a family, you may want to join in on our Nativity Building activity. Use your
own Nativity figures for this activity that allows for slow, progressive building of
the nativity scene. Look for this symbol (%) throughout the devotional to find
each step. The gradual nature of this activity and the periods of waiting remind
us of how God's people waited years for the promised Savior to be born! “When
the set time had fully come, God sent his Son..” (Galatians 4:4).

Finally, you can also interact with the digital version of this devotional in a
variety of ways: on the Eastbrook App, Instagram, daily emails, blog, or PDF. Find
these options and links on our website at eastbrook.org/devotionals.







This week, we look at the story of Paul and Silas'ministry in Philippi in Acts 16,
including God'’s deliverance of them from prison and the hope that is brought
to the Philippians jailer and his family through Christ. As we look at the hope
that Jesus brings to the nations, take some time to look through how different
languages and cultures around the world translate the word hope:

+ ALBANIAN: Shpresé (Sh-preh-suh)
- ARABIC (STANDARD): i oJ (Ah-mal)
* ARMENIAN: Znju (Hoys)

- AZERBAWANI: Umid ({-meed)

+ BASQUE: Itxaropena (Ee-ha-ro-pe-na)
- BELARUSIAN: Hanzes (Nah-dzeh-ya)
- BENGALI: == (Ahsha)

- BOSNIAN: Nada (Nah-dah)

- BULGARIAN: Hapexnaa (Nah-dezh-da)
+ CATALAN: Esperanga (Esperansa)
+ CZECH: Nadéje (Nah-dye-ye)

- DANISH: Hab (Hohb)

« DUTCH: Hoop (Hohp)

+ ENGLISH: Hope (Hope)

+ ESTONIAN: Lootus (Loh-toos)

- FARSI (PERSIAND: |o.5> (Oh-meed)
+ FINNISH: Toivo (Toy-vo)

« FRENCH: Espoir (Es-pwar)

+ GEORGIAN: 0d7co0 (Ee-meh-di)

+ GERMAN: Hoffnung (Hoff-noong)

+ GREEK: EATTida (El-pee-da)

« HEBREW: npnn (Teek-va)

« HINDI: et (Ah-sha)

+ HUNGARIAN: Remény (Re-men-y)

« ICELANDIC: VVon (Von)

+ INDONESIAN: Harapan (Ho-ra-pan)

« IRISH GAELIC: DAchas (Doh-khuhs)
« ITALIAN: Speranza (Speh-ran-sa)

+ JAPANESE: % =2 (Kee-hoh)

- KAZAKH: Ywmit (U-meet)

+ KOREAN: S|2 (Hwee-mang)

+ KURDISH: Hévi (He-vee)

- KYRGYZ: YwmyT (U-miit)

- LAO: ©0901109) (Koo-am Wang)

+ LATVIAN: Ceriba (Tse-ree-ba)

- LITHUANIAN: Viltis (Vilis)

+ LUXEMBOURGISH: Hoffnung (Hoffnoong)
+ MACEDONIAN: Hapex (Nah-dezh)

+ MALAY: Harapan (Hara-pan)

* MALTESE: Tama (To-ma)

+ MANDARIN CHINESE: 2 (Shee-wahng)
+ MARATHI: aorT (Ah-sha)

* MONGOLIAN: itran (lIt-gel)

+ NEPALI: 3merT (Ah-sha)

+ NORWEGIAN: Hap (Hohp)

+ PASHTO: oo (Heela)

+ POLISH: Nadzieja (Nah-dzye-ya)

- PORTUGUESE: Esperanca (Es-pe-ran-sa)
+ ROMANIAN: Speranta (Speran-suh)
+ RUSSIAN: Hapexnaa (Noh-dezh-da)

+ SERBIAN: Hapga (Nah-da)

+ SLOVAK: Nadej (Nah-dyeh)

+ SLOVENIAN: Upanje (Oo-pah-nye)

- SOMALI: Rajada (Rahjah-da)

+ SPANISH: Esperanza (Esperan-sa)

+ SWAHILI: Matumaini (Mahtoo-mah-ce-nee)
+ SWEDISH: Hopp (Hohp)

+ TAJIK: Ymen (Oc-med)

- TAMIL: 000 0desen (Nambikkai)

« TELUGU: s (Ahsha)

« THAEE @203y (Kwahm Wang)

+ TURKISH: Umut (Oo-moot)

+ UKRAINIAN: Hapis (Noh-deeya)

* URDU: |o.s> (Oo-meed)

- UZBEK: Umid (Oo-mid)

+ VIETNAMESE: Hy vong (Hee-vong)

* YORUBA: Ireti (Ee-ray-tee)

+ WELSH: Gobaith (Go-baith)



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

JESUS, KING OF HOPE

READ ACTS 16

The season of Advent is a season of anticipation. Entering the story of Israel in the
Scriptures, we anticipate the appearing of the Messiah. Entering into the story

of the Jesus-following community in Acts and our present moment, we cele-
brate the Messiah's appearing in Jesus of Nazareth but also anticipate the future
appearing of Jesus to mark the end of the age.

As we might expect, this season of anticipation begins with hope. Hope is what
we need to buoy our waiting and watching. But the kind of hope we need is
more than mere optimism. Optimism is often a sort of cheery falsehood that
closes its eyes to reality in order to tell us everything will be alright. Optimism
may feel good initially but wears out fast.

Hope is something else, something more. Hope faces into life’s difficulties and
the real world, held up by something enduringly true. In a Christian sense, hope
is sustained by the promises of God made secure through our Savior who has
resurrected from the wretchedness of death and now lives ascended at the right
hand of God the Father.

Itis this hope that underlies the story of Paul and Silas in Philippi recorded in
Acts 16. Here, the initial excitement of people turning to Christ (Acts 16:13-15) is
followed by a miraculous revelation of God's power as a young servant girl is set
free from demonic oppression. But this hopeful beginning ironically leads Paul
and Silas into the depths of prison, where it might seem that hope’s light has fad-
ed into the darkness of opposition. Our hope in Jesus Christ, however, reminds
us that what appears to be the end is not always the end. Paul and Silas sing
praise in the night to the One who burst alive from the grave, and they, too, find
that God sets them free. Knowing that Jesus is King, their hope lives beyond the
darkness, and once shaken free from the prison’s bonds they continue testifying
to the wonders of Jesus.

May we, too, remember that no matter our highs or lows, the light or the dark-
ness, Jesus is the king of hope. In Jesus Christ, what appears to be the end is not
always the end.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Fach Sunday we include discussion questions on the sermon insert that can be used for
deeper reflection and/or small group discussions. Take time to read through those questions
today. You can find a digital version online at eastbrook.org/JesusKingofNations.

BY PASTOR MATT ERICKSON



WEEK 1: JESUS,
KING OF HOPE

Read the story of Paul and Silas in a children’s Story
Bible, or read Acts 16:25-34.

“Ugh—whao is singing at this hour of night?”the

Jailer paced the cold, damp hallways of the jail in Philippi. It was the middle of the night, and
only a few torches shed light on the dirt floors and metal bars. Prisoners groaned or shouted
—but singing? “This is a first!” thought the jailer, as he slumped down on a bench to rest. The
dark closed in on him, the singing grew faint, and he nodded his head to doze.

Suddenly, a rumble, a shaking threw the jailer off his seat. He blinked his eyes open to see
bricks falling from the walls, chains rattling, and cell doors springing open! “Nooooo!” the jailer
cried. The prisoners—they’ll run for the doors! I'll never catch them! And when the magis-
trates see an empty jail, they’ll come after ME! I'm done for!”

“Don’t worry!” a voice called out. It was Paul, one of the men arrested yesterday for stirring
up trouble in the marketplace. “We're all here!” Paul said, as he stepped forward with his
friend, Silas.

“What? No one escaped?” the jailer was baffled.“ Who are these men? And more importantly,
who is this God they worship?”

In one moment, the jailer went from rock bottom to the highest heights! He thought he was
ruined, but when Paul and Silas told him about the love and forgiveness of Jesus, the jailer
grabbed onto hope! He took Paul and Silas to his own home, fed them, and tended to their
wounds. Paul and Silas told the jailer’s family about Jesus, and they decided to follow Him!

Hope, the Bible says, is like an anchor (Hebrews 6:19). An anchor keeps a boat in place when
the wind and waves want to pull it away. Hope can do that for us. It can keep us “still” when we
seem overwhelmed. Our hope is not about what we can do, but it is in what God has already
done for us. He has sent Jesus to rescue us from our sin, so that we can know we are safe
forever with Him.

FAMILY STORYTELLING:

Parents: What is something you do to remind yourself that your hope is rooted in Jesus?

Kids: Can you think of a time when you felt like the jailer? When you thought you were in
trouble, but then were rescued?

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER



MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

READ ROMANS 15:12-13

What is hope? When | look at the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, these definitions
stand out:

hope (noun): a desire accompanied by expectation of or belief in fulfill-
ment; someone or something on which hopes are centered; something
desired or hoped for.

In our passage today, Paul speaks a blessing from “the God of hope!” We serve

a God that brings hope, who is hope. If we need a reminder of why Jesus is our
hope, we can take a look at the context of our passage, Romans 15:7-12. Paul
reminds us that Christ has brought light to all peoples of the earth as it was
foretold by the prophets: “In Him will the Gentiles hope” (verse 12b). This is the
mystery of Christ unveiled (see Ephesians 3:4-6): the Gospel of Jesus Christ is for
all people everywhere. Jesus is our hope!

Paul’s prayer doesn't end there, however. He expects that our God of hope
will fill us “with all joy and peace in believing” (NASB, 2020). Did you catch that?
ALL joy and peace. God wants you to receive His goodness, to taste and see it
(Psalm 34:8)! Take a moment to let that reality to wash over you. Breathe in the
words: all joy; breathe out the words: all peace.

We might ask, “So what?"The reason is clear: “so that you will abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit” (NASB, 2020). If we are blessed by the God of hope,
why would we not then overflow with that same hope? If you need a tangible
promise today, then here it is: a baby in a manger; the Hope of the nations
who will baptize us with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11). Isn't that the promise
we need in this Advent season? Our God of hope forever fills us with His Spirit!
Abundant hope is not a just a feeling, but a promise and reality that the eternal,
resurrecting power of the Holy Spirit will fill us to overflowing with hope. Let’s
breathe the promise in together. Breathe in the words: Hope abounds; breathe
out the words: in me.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Write a simple Breath Prayer, similar to the ones in today’s devotional, that remind your
heart of Jesus’ hope. Quiet yourself before the Lord, and breathe that prayer throughout your
day and week. Let the very breath in your lungs remind you of His hope!

« Whain your life needs to hear about the Good News of hope today, either for the first time or
as an encouraging reminder? Share your overflowing hope with that person today.

> Set up the stable, but leave it empty for now. From the very beginning God ruled over all of
His good creation. When peaple sinned, God planned a rescue for them. The prophets told
God’s peaple of this rescue plan, and it gave them great HOPE. Long before Jesus was born,
God was getting everything ready..

BY MELODY, FIELD WORKER



THE WIORST

READ 1 TIMOTHY 1:1, 15-17

“But for that very reason | was shown mercy, so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ
Jesus might display his unlimited patience...” (I Timothy 1:16)

In today’s text, the apostle Paul clearly states his identity: /am the worst (of sin-
ners)”(v. 15). Paul knew the life he had lived prior to his conversion; he knew the
gravity of his sins. He knew his identity: a sinner in need of God'’s patient mercy
and saving grace.

Over the years, | have had many opportunities to lead Bible studies and preach
at chapels in various Wisconsin prisons. As | encounter the men inside the walls,
| greet them in Jesus'name and remind them of their true identity as Jesus-fol-
lowers: men saved out of a life of sin and into the world-wide family of God. My
brothers within the walls do not need to be reminded of who they are: men
sentenced by the State of Wisconsin for crimes committed. As | visit them, my
hope is they are comforted to remember whose they are.

They know they live with the consequences of their life choices, but they also live
in the reality of the hope that is theirs in King Jesus (v. 1). Paul reminds us that
Jesus came into the world to ‘display his unlimited patience” (v. 16). For you, my
prison brothers, and me, salvation is found in the present life and lived-out as we
live in the wonder of His patient love mercifully extended.

It is not unusual to hear a man express his gratitude that God loved him enough
to send him to prison—for two years, twenty years, or perhaps life—to find new
life in Jesus. These brothers are saved from a life of bad choices and addictive
actions. They are being saved into a life of obedient discipleship. One day they
will be saved for a everlasting life with King Jesus. Thanks be to God that their
and our hope is the same

FOR REFLECTION:

« (anyou identify as the “worst” of sinners? Why did Paul see himselfin that way?

« How has Jesus shown His “unlimited patience” to you? Who can you extend that patience to
this week?

« How does the grace Jesus shows Paul (and all of us!) bring hope into your life?

BY PAUL SINCLAIR

11
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

WHATS YOUR
DEFINITION OF HOPE?

READ HEBREWS 6:16-20

[ hope it rains tomorrow. | hope | get an A on my test. | hope | don't gain weight
over the holidays. | hope I get a good job with great pay. | hope someone gives
me 10 million dollars.

Hope. I used to think hope was just wishful thinking—nothing special or helpful
or particularly spiritual. Until | lost all hope.

In February of 2013, while | was going through a bad bout of SAD (Seasonal
Affective Disorder), my mom called from Nigeria to say my brother-in-law was
very sick and in the hospital. For three agonizing days, | tried to support my aging
parents from afar. | tried to give advice, allay fears, and be strong when | was a
mess myself. But Philip died and two days later, | felt myself sinking ...

Into a dark pit. There the lack of hope was palpable. The darkness felt impene-
trable, and | was drowning. | had two friends in Canada who supported me and
held me up with prayer, Scripture, and encouragement. One even said she would
hope for me. That's when | discovered the importance of true hope. Without
hope, it's hard to put one foot in front of the other. To be without hope is to be
adrift and unmoored. Hopeless people are in desperate straits.

Our passage tells of the God of hope who is also almighty and above all. No one
is like Him and so when He guarantees something, He can only swear by Himself
for there is none greater. In this God, we can find hope. Like an anchor keeps a
boat secure and safe during raging storms, so our God keeps us safe when we
fasten ourselves to Him.

The Message translation says, We who have run for our very lives to God have every
reason to grab the promised hope with both hands and never let go. It's an unbreak-
able spiritual lifeline ...

During this Advent time, may we rejoice in the message and the promise of hope
that the coming of the Christ Child brings. May we hold on and never let go.

FOR REFLECTION:

« When have you felt the absence of hope most keenly? Where did you see God during that
time?

« Inwhat ways can you be a help and comfort for someone who feels hopeless? How can you
throw a lifeline?

BY KATHERINE RIEBE



WAITING IN HOPE
READ PSALM 33:20-22

When I was in college, one of my professors described hope as a discipline that
requires intentionality and must be cultivated. Until that point, I had regarded
hope as a feeling that is defined by circumstances and is not present if it is not
felt. Hope was passive, and existed only as a reward for sufficient faith. With this
perspective, seasons of waiting seemed to only exist in opposition to hope. Wait-
ing meant hope was absent and unreachable.

As | reflected on my professor’s words and brought my own seasons of waiting
before the Lord, | realized that hope is not a reality because we have enough
faith, but is a joyful recognition that we have something worth waiting for. It is
not a reward for reaching a destination, but is about intentionally directing the
focus of our journeys to the unwavering light available to us through Jesus. Wait-
ing in hope, as the psalmist says in Psalm 33, is possible only because what is true
about God remains true in every season.

We are all faced with the constant pressure of suffering in our own lives, our
communities, and the world. In the midst of brokenness, we have a choice to sur-
render to hopelessness and believe that what we see is the extent of what is true,
or to welcome the waiting and proclaim that nothing can change the greatness
of our God. To hope in suffering is to acknowledge that God is who He says He s,
even before we see His promises reflected in our circumstances.

The Advent season is an annual reminder to look to the Lord in our waiting. Each
day grows darker as winter comes, but we anticipate the joy and fellowship of
Christmas Day. In a deeper sense, we are invited to marvel at a Heavenly Father
who came as near as human breath and a baby’s cry, giving us evidence of the
unfailing love that has been with us, will be with us, and is with us now, even

as reasons for hopelessness seem to increase daily. God will return to restore all
things, but in the meantime He is inviting us to wait in hope, remembering that
He is holy and trustworthy, our help and shield.

FOR REFLECTION:

« How does the hape Christ brings transform how you perceive and participate in your daily
life?

% Place Mary, Joseph and an angel figure across the room from the stable. God sent an angel to

tell Mary and Joseph that Jesus would be born to Mary.

BY GRACE RITTERBUSCH
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

HOPE IN THE ERISS

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 4:13-18

Have you lost heart when you're competing, working, or just living because
situations or events seem to go against you? I know | have lost heart at times of
stress or disappointment. Lately, as | age, I've realized the grinding nature of time
itself on our lives and bodies. We are literally wasting away. It seems dishearten-
ing to the point of immobilization. Today’s passage gives us perspective on our
life journey trials.

After speaking earlier in 2 Corinthians 4 about the loving work of Jesus and His
death on the Cross which brought salvation, our belief leads us to the power of
the resurrection. Paul directs us to the results of Jesus' resurrection and the grace
that overflows from it.

Despite our outward issues and problems, Paul reminds us that our hope isn't
in our present circumstances but rather in the results of the resurrection and
the power that brings full transformation inwardly while we “fix our eyes”on the
permanency of God's eternal glory. If we focus on what is wrong with us or our
situation, we are bound by earthly events and schemes. But that is not God’s
intent or plan according to Paul’s letter. The intent is for us to live abundant, rec-
onciled lives in Him which flow from His delivery of salvation through the Cross
and the power of living in His resurrection. We can live reconciled and renewed
in our relationships with those around us and in our environments.

How can we not have hope after receiving the Gospel of the Cross and the
power and glory of His resurrection?! So, despite our earthly weakness and
troubles, which are characterized as momentary, we have the hope of God'’s
presence and eternal glory. Those disappointments or troubles are achieving for
us the eternal glory which outweighs our trials.

Rest in that hope. Act in that hope. Live in that hope.

FOR REFLECTION:

« What circumstances or troubles weigh on you that turn your eyes away from resurrection
power? What can you do to remember the eternal hope you have at those times?

*  Place a donkey near Mary. She may have ridden a donkey to Bethlehem, because she was so
close to having a baby. Years later, Jesus Himself would ride a donkey into Jerusalem. Kings
usually rode on proud horses, but because Jesus was a gentle king, he chose to ride a simple
donkey.

BY DAVID BIER



REFLEET R RESPIND

OPEN IN PRAYER

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask God to
speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

9 ¥39W3534 'AVQUNLVS

KEY VERSES

Review the key verses for the week, Acts 16:16-34. What hope does it give you
as you live your life for God this week?

WEEKLY THEME

As you think of the theme for this week, Jesus, King of Hope, where do you most
need to apply hope in your relationships, your work, or how you live for and
think about God? Write out a one or two sentence response that you can apply
this week!

SHARE

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your thoughts
with?






This week, we look at Paul's ministry in Athens in Acts 17, including his contextu-
alized evangelism, his connection with philosophers and artists, and the peace
brought by Christ into the God-shaped hole of the altar to an unknown God. As we
look at the peace that Jesus brings to the nations, take some time to look through
how different languages and cultures around the world translate the word peace:

« ALBANIAN: Page (pah-che)

* ARABIC (STANDARD): v Jlp (sah-lahm)
* ARMENIANS fyuiruinmpym i (kha-gho-ghutyoon)
- AZERBAWANI: Siilh (syulkh)

« BASQUE: Bakea (hah-kay-ah)

« BELARUSIAN: Mip (meer)

+ BENGALI: =1T=rof (shan-tee)

+ BOSNIAN: Mir (meer)

* BULGARIAN: Mup (meer)

« CATALAN: Pau (pow)

+ CZECH: Mir (meer)

+ DANISH: Fred (freth)

« DUTCH: Vrede (vray-duh)

« ENGLISH: Peace (pees)

« ESTONIAN: Rahu (rah-hoo)

- FARSI (PERSIAND: 0z (sohl)

+ FINNISH: Rauha (row-ha)

« FRENCH: Paix (peh)

* GEORGIAN: 3330c0mds (msh-vee-doh-hah)
+ GERMAN: Frieden (free-den)

* GREEK: Eiprivn (ee-ree-nee)

« HEBREW: w10 (shah-lohm)

» HINDI: i [shahn-tee)

- HUNGARIAN: Béke (behkeh)

« ICELANDIC: Fridur (free-thur)

- INDONESIAN: Damai (dah-my)

« IRISH GAELIC: Siochain (shee-uh-kawn)
« ITALIAN: Pace (pah-che)

« JAPANESE: SF0 (hay-wah)

+ KAZAKH: Beiibitwuinik (bay-bit-shi-lik)
+ KOREAN: &3} (pyung-hwa)

+ KURDISH: Asiti (ah-shi-tee)

* KYRGYZ: ThiHUTBIK (tynch-tyk)

- LAO: ©0903:099V (kwahm-sah-ngop)

« LATVIAN: Miers (myehrs)

- LITHUANIAN: Taika (fiekah)

- LUXEMBOURGISH: Fridden (frid-en)
+ MACEDONIAN: Muip (meer)

* MALAY: Damai (dah-my)

* MALTESE: Paci (pah-chee)

+ MANDARIN CHINESE: F1F (huh-ping)
* MARATHI: 91T (shan-fah-fah)

+ MONGOLIAN: 3Hx TavisaH (engk tai-wan)
+ NEPALI: oTT(df (shahn-fee)

- NORWEGIAN: Fred (freth)

* PASHTO: 9o (soh-lah)

« POLISH: Pokoj (poh-kooy)

+ PORTUGUESE: Paz (pahz)

+ ROMANIAN: Pace (pah-che)

* RUSSIAN: Mup (meer)

« SERBIAN: Mup (meer)

« SLOVAK: Mier (myehr)

« SLOVENIAN: Mir (meer)

+ SOMALI: Nabadda (nah-bah-dah)

+ SPANISH: Paz (pahz)

+ SWAHILI: Amani (ah-mah-nee)

« SWEDISH: Fred (freth)

« TAJIK: Cyrix (sulkh)

* TAMIL: ojeng) (ah-my-thee)

* TELUGU — 5~0¢s° (shahn-tee)

* THAE Susinw (san-tee-pahp)

« TURKISH: Baris (bah-rish)

+ UKRAINIAN: Mup (meer)

* URDU: | o, (ah-mahn)

- UZBEK: Tinchlik (finchik)

« VIETNAMESE: Hoa binh (hwah-binh)
* YORUBA: Alafia (ah-lo-fee-uh)

+ WELSH: Heddwch (heth-ooch)



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

JESUS, KING OF PEACE

READ ACTS 17:16-34

There is a restlessness in the world. I'm sure you've felt it. That restlessness that
gives life to hidden longings and outward searching. Unattended it often leads
us to lurch toward hatred or violence. That restlessness is not just something “out
there” but something “in here! It belies the restlessness and lack of peace inside
of us. It's the sort of thing that Bono gives voice to in the lyrics to the song, I Still
Haven't Found What I'm Looking For!"Each of us has lived moments of restless
searching, a deep longing for something that seems just out of reach.

St. Augustine famously reflected both this human reality and the deep source

of true peace in his Confessions:“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our
heart is restless until it rests in you!The restlessness, Augustine diagnoses, is a
subset of being created by God and for God in a way that nothing else can quite
satisfy us.

Itis here that this episode in Acts 17 leads forth from restlessness toward peace.
Paul, walking among the crowded marketplace of Athens finds himself standing
before an altar to an unknown God, a sort of monument to the restlessness of
humanity that we struggle even to name. Yet Paul sees within this altar a name
written on the heart of every human being that is given voice in one name: Jesus
of Nazareth. It is this Jesus, Paul tells his hearers at the Areopagus, “this is what |
am going to proclaim to you” (Acts 17:23b).

One of the most well-known Messianic titles applied to Jesus is that He is “the
prince of peace” (Isaiah 9:6). Perhaps this is so well-known and loved as a title of
Jesus because deep within us (as well as outside us) is the roiling restlessness
that we cannot assuage through any other means. Paul says in another place of
Jesus: “he himself is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14).

Like St. Paul and St. Augustine, like the listeners in Athens and many others be-
fore us, may we discover the resonant relief to our restlessness in Jesus, our king
of peace.

FOR REFLECTION:

«  Fach Sunday we include discussion questions on the sermon insert that can be used for
deeper reflection and/or small group discussions. Take time to read through those questions
today. You can find a digital version online at eastbrook.org/JesusKingofNations.

BY PASTOR MATT ERICKSON



WEEK 2: JESUS,
KING OF PEACE

Read Acts 17:22-23

You know that knot in your stomach when you've

lost your homework? You did the worksheet—you

know you did. But WHERE is it? Did you fold it and put it in your book? Is it scrunched on the
bottom of your backpack? Is it in your desk, or between couch cushions? The dog? He wouldn't .
.. would he? This search is all you can think about, but then, just when you thought you looked
everywhere—THERE it is! On the kitchen table, under your sister’s jacket and a pile of mail.
WHEW!

Searching for something is super stressful! But when the thing is found, what relief! Our
heartbeat slows a little, and we become calm again. What was lost is now found—and
everything is going to be okay. That feeling of relief can also be called “peace.” Peace is what
Jesus wants us to feel when we finally find Him.

Sometimes we don't even know we're searching for Jesus, but our hearts know that we need
Him. That's how it was with the people of Athens when the apostle Paul was there. Everywhere
he went, Paul saw signs that the people worshipped many gods—so many, in fact, that they
even built an altar to “an unknown god.” They were worried that they might be missing a god
they were supposed to worship, so they built a“just-in-case” altar. Paul spoke up and told the
people that that the God they were searching for was Jesus! He told them of how Jesus was the
same God Who created the world. He does not need anything from us, but instead, wants to
give us what we most need—the peace of knowing that Jesus paid for our sin on the Cross so
that we could live forever with Him.

When we have Jesus, we can stop the search for “more important” things. We are found, at
peace and at home, with Jesus.

FAMILY STORYTELLING:

Parents: Share the story of your own search for Jesus. Describe the peace you felt in finding Him.

Kids: You might not remember a time of searching for Jesus, because you have known about
Him all your life! What do you think is the best part of knowing Jesus?

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8

20

PEALCE THAT EREARS
EARRIERS

READ EPHESIANS 2:14-18

On Sunday we heard how Jesus is the King of peace, and Ephesians 2 is a great
place to start as we explore that aspect of God's reign. The whole chapter is an
explanation of how Christ’s death and resurrection brings peace to us, both
individually and communally. In today’s reading, Paul shows how Jesus'work
created a pathway for peace between Jews and non-Jews. People who had no
reason to associate and every reason to separate now lived as one family. This
miraculous togetherness was and is a witness to the peace Jesus brings, and this
barrier-breaking is a core part of my own experience of the power of the Gospel.

| grew up in the suburbs of Milwaukee and went to Christian schools, yet as a
young person | did not understand and made assumptions about the experi-
ences and life choices of my brothers and sisters living in our city. It was through
my college ministry that | began visiting churches and non-profits in Milwaukee.
The love and openness | experienced there changed me and gave me a new
perspective on how to be a part of God's new humanity. It started my journey
into trying to embody the peace Paul talks about.

One practical way our family does this is something we call family dinner. We live
in Sherman Park and once a month we make a meal and open our house to our
neighbors and friends. Sometimes we feed fifteen people, and sometimes we
feed fifty, but on these nights people from different backgrounds come to our
house, share a meal, and form relationships. We do this because we believe it
reflects this barrier-breaking work of Christ and models God's peace.

Later in Ephesians 2 Paul talks about how this peace is a temple—a place where
people can encounter and know God. | believe that when we are able to lovingly
cross social barriers we are witnessing to God's character and the peace His
kingdom brings. May you find ways to demonstrate this peace-bringing love in
your world this week.

FOR REFLECTION:

« How does experiencing the peace Jesus brings into your life enable you to more fully live at
peace with those around you? Where do you need to demonstrate this more?

% Place the magi in another room. These travelers remind us that Jesus’ followers would be
from all nations.

BY CHRIS NIELSON



NAME AEDVE ALL
NAMES

READ ISAIAH 9:6-7

When my husband and I were expecting each of our three children, one of the
exciting but daunting tasks was choosing their name—their forever identity. We
did not find out the gender of our babies ahead of time which meant we had to
have both a girl's name and boy’s name chosen. Many parents pick names based
on the meaning of the name—we picked names we could agree upon. Our boys
each have a family name as part of their name. However, when we were expect-
ing our third child, we were stuck. We had one girl's name we were settled on but
were still discussing boy names while I was in labor. Fortunately, we had a girl!

When choosing a child’s name, you are determining their most identifying
feature. But we can't know when a baby is born what their personality will be or
who they will grow to become.

In Isaiah 9:6-7, we read the prophecy of the coming Messiah. 700 years before
Jesus was born, long before Mary was alive or knew she was with child, it was
written what the Messiah would be called and who He would be. Jesus would
be a child born (fully human) and a son given (fully God). The perfect names for
Jesus were already chosen and what he would accomplish on earth was already
established.

We know that Jesus'primary purpose on earth was to go to the Cross to pay the
debt of our sins so we could have eternal life and a relationship with the Triune
God. We now wait with longing for His second coming when He will establish
His eternal kingdom and everlasting peace.

Philippians 2:10-11 says that God gave Jesus the name that is above every
name; that every knee should bow, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus
Christis Lord.

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Perfect
names to describe our Messiah and Risen Lord.

FOR REFLECTION:

« While Jesus has many names and titles bestowed on Him, what does it mean to your life
today that He is specifically called "The Prince of Peace"?

BY ANNALISA SICZKA 21
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10

22

TRUSTING GOD'S
WISDIM

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-2:5

Man, if ever there is a verse in Scripture | can relate to, it's verse 19 (which is actu-
ally a quote from Isaiah 29): ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of
the intelligent | will frustrate.”

When | was in high school, I had my whole life mapped out. | had a sense of
peace and security because | knew exactly where | was going and what it took
to get there. My peace was built on a shaky foundation of what | had, could, and
would achieve. And | was none the wiser of how shaky it was, until | could no
longer achieve any of it.

My plans—built on the kind of confident arrogance success breeds—suddenly
were derailed by a cracked playground surface and weak ankle. | tried my best

(using my supposed intelligence) to still make my plans happen. But an uneasi-
ness was settling in:" Maybe | didn't really have it all figured out, so now what?!"

God's grace brought people around me that showed me I didn't have to have it
all figured out, | just had to trust Him to lead me where He wanted to. And while
my friends looked at my choices as foolishness, “You turned down your scholar-
ship at USC to go where?” (a small Christian college) “To study what?!" (the Bible)
“Are you nuts?!”(maybe a little).

But the peace | received in simply following God step by step reassured me that
| could trust His wisdom. And ultimately | have experienced what Paul says in 2:5,
“so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God'’s power.”

FOR REFLECTION:

« When is atime in your life that you have either experienced the peace that can come from
trusting in God's wisdom over the world's wisdom, or a time when you trusted the world’s
wisdom over God'’s and suffered as a result?

«  Isthere an area of your life currently where you could experience more peace if you simply
trusted in what God has to say about it? (finances, relationships, work, etc.)

% Scatter some sheep figures all around the room. Let them remind you of how peaple are lost
without the Good Shepherd, Jesus.

BY PASTOR JIM CALER



THE SPIRITUAL WIRLD

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 10:1-5

In today's passage, Paul defends his apostleship against critics who judged him
based on outward appearances and worldly standards. He asserts that his min-
istry and authority came from God, not from human approval. Paul emphasizes
that spiritual warfare requires spiritual weapons, not carnal ones.

We live in a physical, material world in which we communicate through our
senses: sight, smell, hearing, touch, and taste. But there is a spiritual world around
us that we can't see, which is as real, if not more real, than the physical world we
live in.

The spiritual world consists of the spirit of good (God) and the spirit of evil (the
devil). There is an age-long war going on in the spirit world and this war began
when Satan rebelled against God and was thrown out of heaven.

In 2 Corinthians 10:3, Paul categorically spells out to us that though we live in a
physical, material world, we do not wage war as the world does. Particularly as Chris-
tians, we cannot afford to take for granted happenings around us and live carelessly.
The spiritual world consists of angelic forces fighting on behalf and for the righteous,
those who are saved by grace to implement God's will on earth and satanic agents,
demons who are fighting to instill evil from the devil's kingdom.

In verse 4, Paul tells us the weapons we fight with in this war are not carnal,
physical, they are not machine guns, bombs etc. but they are mighty through
God to the pulling down of strongholds. They have divine power to demolish
strongholds (mental, emotional, or spiritual places built on lies and deception
that oppose the knowledge of God).

In this war, the enemy hides behind strongholds built on lies and deception,
which he feeds humankind, and through which he controls, attacks, and de-
stroys. In Genesis chapter 3 verse 11 when God asked Adam where he was and
Adam said he hid because he was naked, God didn't ask him why he was naked,
He asked who told you, you are naked? In other words, the problem was the
source of his information about his state.

A personal story: When my husband (of blessed memories) came to ask my par-
ents for my hand in marriage, they were opposed to it for their own reasons. They
planned and ganged up to give him a hard time, but we prayed together in the
name of Jesus and pulled down all the opposing forces that stood against our
coming together as husband and wife and that meeting was peaceful and God
had His way. They gave their consent without dispute.

FOR REFLECTION:

«  Trusting in the Holy Spirit to stand for and with us as we face spiritual battles and tempta-
tions can bring us peace. When have you experienced this? How can that experience help you
as you move forward in life with God?

BY JACQUELINE FIONA EJIMOFOR
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12

24

PRINEE OF PEAEE

READ COLOSSIANS 1:15-23

Paul wrote this letter to the Colossians to counter the heresy of gnosticism
which was threatening their church. It taught that God is good but matter is evil;
Jesus was not a man, but a lesser spirit emanating from God. Colossians 1:15-17
is an early creed describing the supremacy of Christ. It clearly states that Jesus is
God and has been so for all eternity. Everything has been created through Christ
and for Him. He existed before anything else and He holds all of creation togeth-
er. These claims are even more incredible in light of findings from the Hubble
and James Webb telescopes. The universe is so much larger than we have ever
imagined!

Amazingly, Jesus left His exalted position to be born as a baby in Bethlehem and
then to die on the Cross. As a result of His shed blood on the Cross, He is able to
make peace with everyone and everything, not only on earth but also in heaven.

At this time almost everyone, regardless of their worldview or where they are
from, yearns for peace. First, Jesus made a way for each of us to have peace with
God. Then, Jesus is able to reconcile us to each other.

But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who made both groups one (Jews and Gen-
tiles) and tore down the dividing wall of hostility. (Ephesians 2:13-14 CSB)

In Athens, after Paul noticed a statue to an unknown god, he spoke to the
gathered philosophers and city leaders about the known God. He shared that
God's purpose was for the nations to seek after God and to find Him. As a result
of Christ’s death, people who were once far away from God can be brought into
His presence and become holy and blameless before Him. This is the Good News
that Paul was proclaiming and that was being preached all over the world. As a
result, Jesus reconciled people from every tribe, tongue and nation to Himself. He
is truly the Prince of Peace.

FOR REFLECTION:

« How does the creed in Colossians 1:15-17 magnify your view of Jesus?
« How have you experienced the peace of Jesus?

> Bring out the shepherd figure(s) and gather the sheep around them. They would be the first
to hear the news that Jesus was born! That night, the angels would sing, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth PEACE to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:14).

BY BONNIE TESCH



REFLEET X RESPIND

OPEN IN PRAYER

Prayerfully look back through this week'’s readings and devotionals. Ask God to
speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

KEY VERSES

Review the key verses for the week, Acts 17:16-34. What hope does it give you
as you live your life for God this week?

WEEKLY THEME

As you think of the theme for this week, Jesus, King of Peace, where do you most
need to apply this in your relationships, your work or how you live for and think
about God? Write out a one or two sentence response that you can apply this
week!

SHARE

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your thoughts
with?

25
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This week, we look at Paul's ministry in Ephesus in Acts 19, including the
confrontation with evil and idolatry, as well as the riot in Ephesus because the
gospel was disrupting both spiritual and economic forces. As we look at the joy
that Jesus brings to the nations, take some time to look through how different
languages and cultures around the world translate the word joy:

+ ALBANIAN: Gézim (Geh-zim)

- ARABIC (STANDARD): .5 > (Fah-rah)
* ARMENIAN N\ pufuni pym G (Ootahkhoodyoon)
« AZERBAIANI: Sevinc (Seh-vinch)

« BASQUE: Poza (Poh-za)

« BELARUSIAN: Papacuys (Rah-dahst)
» BENGALI: =i+ (Ah-non-doh)

+ BOSNIAN: Radost (Rah-dost)

« BULGARIAN: Papocr (Rah-dost)

« CATALAN: Joia (Zhoh-yah)

+ CZECH: Radost (Rah-dost)

+ DANISH: Glzede (Gleh-the)

+ DUTCH: Vreugde (Vru-gde)

+ ENGLISH: Joy (Joy)

« ESTONIAN: R33m (Rurm)

- FARSI (PERSIAND: s>, (Sha-dee)

- FINNISH: llo (Eeoh)

« FRENCH: Joie (Zhwah)

* GEORGIAN: Lobstemo (See-khah-roo-lee)
+ GERMAN: Freude (Froy-duh)

* GREEK: Xapd (Harah)

« HEBREW: wnnn (Seem-khah)

« HINDI: =1+= (Ah-nand)

* HUNGARIAN: Orém (0Oe-roem)

+ ICELANDIC: Gledi (Gle-thi)

« INDONESIAN: Kebahagiaan (Kuh-bah-
hah-gee-ahn)

» IRISH GAELIC: Athas (Aw-hus)

« ITALIAN: Gioia (Joy-ah)

JAPANESE: T (Yo-ro-ko-bee)

+ KAZAKH: KyaHbiwu (Koo-ah-nish)

- KOREAN: 7|2 (Gee-ppeum)

KURDISH: K&f (Kef)

+ KYRGYZ: KyGaHbiu (Koo-hah-nich)

- LAO: ©090001QD (Kwam mue-an soon)

* LATVIAN: Prieks (Preeks)

+ LITHUANIAN: DZiaugsmas (Dzyowks-mas)
- LUXEMBOURGISH: Freed (Fref)

+ MACEDONIAN: Panocr (Rah-dost)

+ MALAY: Kegembiraan (Ke-gem-bi-ra-an)
+ MALTESE: Ferh (Feh-reeh)

+ MANDARIN CHINESE: = 1% (Shee-yweh)
* MARATHI: 37 (Ah-nand)

+ MONGOLIAN - Gasip (Bah-yar)

+ NEPALE: sft (Khoo-shee)

- NORWEGIAN: Glede (Gleh-deh)

+ PASHTO: 9 juzlJs (Khoo-sha-lee)

+ POLISH: Rados¢ (Rah-dohshch)

+ PORTUGUESE: Alegria (Ah-leh-gree-uh)

+ ROMANIAN: Bucurie (Boo-coo-ree-ch)

+ RUSSIAN: Pagoctb (Rah-dohst’)

+ SERBIAN: PagocT (Rah-dost)

+ SLOVAK: Radost’ (Rah-dohst)

+ SLOVENIAN: Veselje (Veh-sel-yeh)

+ SOMALI: Farxad (Far-had)

+ SPANISH: Alegria (Ah-leh-gree-uh)

+ SWAHILE: Furaha (Foo-rah-ha)

- SWEDISH: Gladje (Gled-yeh)

+ TAJIK: LLioamoH# (Shod-mo-nee)

* TAMIL: 108ip) (Makil-chee)

+ TELUGU: esocso (Ah-nahn-dahm)

+ THAI: auga (Kwam-sook)

+ TURKISH: Seving (Seh-vinch)

+ UKRAINIAN: PagicTb (Rah-deest)

* URDU: 9 s (Khoo-shee)

+ UZBEK: Quvonch (Koo-vonch)

* VIETNAMESE: Nigém vui (Nee-em voo-ge)
+ YORUBA: Ayo (Eyeyo)

+ WELSH: Llawenydd (Thlo-wen-ith)



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

28

JESUS, KING OF JDY

READ ACTS 19:1-41

Joy is contagious.

Think of when you have been having a bad day, and you encounter someone
who is joyful. Maybe that annoys you because you are not in that place of joy,

or maybe it changes your mood, because that person has offered a new per-
spective for what you are going through. We may think of many things when we
hear the word joy, but | find that joy is hard to define. The Greek word for joy is
chara, which is closely related the Greek word charis, meaning “grace” or a ‘gift” In
essence, we have joy because of God's grace, and we are to choose to have joy
every day. Joy is so much deeper than happiness, happiness is temporary, but
true joy is found in the presence of God.

In our passage today, Paul encounters some disciples who have not been bap-
tized, and he invites all of them to make this decision. After they were baptized,
the Spirit of the Lord comes upon them, these disciples spoke in different
languages and prophesied. Joy rooted in God, is contagious! However, if we
try to emulate joy without God in the center of it, dangerous things happen. In
verse 13-16, some people tried to re-create joy without God as the source, and
disastrous things happened, which resulted in people struggling to trust in the
joy of God.

We are reminded today there are so many things in this world that are trying to
take our joy away. The joy of the Lord is so contagious and powerful, that it can
be threatening to others who do not believe. May you be encouraged today
through the words of Nehemiah, “The joy of the Lord is my strength” (Nehemiah
8:10). May you know the joy that comes from Jesus, and may you know Jesus,

King of Joy.
FOR REFLECTION:

« Each Sunday we include discussion questions on the sermon insert that can be used for
deeper reflection and/or small group discussions. Take time to read through those questions
today. You can find a digital version online at eastbrook.org/JesusKingofNations.

BY GABRIEL DOUGLAS



WEEK 3: JESUS,
KING OF JOY

Read Acts 19: 8-10

Do you know the book called The Velveteen Rabbit?

It's about a toy rabbit who wants to become real.

Another wise old toy, the Skin Horse, tells him that becoming real can't be forced. It is some-
thing that happens over a long time, when you are loved by someone. The boy who owns the
rabbit does love him, and together they go on many adventures. After a while, the velveteen
rabbit becomes worn and shabby, with faded fur and missing whiskers. He doesn’t even look
like a rabbit anymore—except to the boy who knows and loves him.

The velveteen rabbit became ugly—but beautiful—at the same time. Can you think of
anything like that? Sometimes, when we work really hard on something, and then finally finish
the job—we feel exhausted, but happy at the same time. Some things that are hard, are also
joyful.

That's how it was for Paul, the apostle. Paul was traveling through a region called Ephesus,
teaching the Jewish people that their promised Rescuer had come. He told them about Jesus--
what He taught, what He did, how He died and was resurrected again. This should be awesome
news! But, instead people argued with Paul, and would not listen to his words. But Paul kept
on teaching, moving from the Jewish meeting house—the synagogue—to a public lecture
hall. There, he taught all kinds of people—everyday for two years. These years were really,
really hard for Paul, but also full of joy. Paul believed that God saw what he was doing and was
happy with him. So, Paul could be happy, too.

FAMILY STORYTELLING:

Parents: Share about a time when you did something really hard, while knowing that it was the
right thing to do. How does doing the right thing make you joyful?

Kids: Are you doing hard things right now? What are they? God sees your good choices and your
hard work!

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

GREAT EXPECTATIINS

READ 1 PETER 1:6-9

Has there ever been a child who hasn't felt she was suffering waiting for
Christmas, seeing that date on the calendar and despairing that the day
would never arrive?

Peter writes these verses to a church that was suffering much greater trials. The
church may have wondered the reason for their suffering. Peter makes it clear.
These trials are to show that their faith is of greater value than gold. He then
offers a reminder about what is real. “You haven't seen Jesus, but you love Him.” In-
escapably true. “You don't see him right now, but you believe in Him.” And the result
of this? Being filled with “inexpressible and glorious joy.” Earlier in the passage, Peter
says there will be even greater joy when Jesus is revealed.

Aa a parent, I loved my children the moment my wife revealed that she was
pregnant. | didn't know them, hadn't seen them. | knew that the children were
coming, but the wait seemed endless. A few grainy images were all that was
revealed before the time came for delivery. We longed to hold our babies, in the
flesh, to experience them with all our senses.

My wife's labor with my daughter was long, over twenty-seven hours. The joy
that came when the final stage was reached left us both in tears. My wife was
ready. It was time to deliver the child. We were finally going to meet that child
we had been waiting so long for.

As we celebrate Christmas, the same words, “l bring you glad tidings of great
joy"still resonate. The first coming of Jesus brought joy to the world. The trials
we face in this life are temporary and allowed for a greater purpose. That same
joy is ours, through our faith. Christmas has come. The long-expected Savior
has arrived!

FOR REFLECTION:

« How has Jesus filled you with joy today? How can you express that joy?

% Move Mary and Joseph and the donkey a little closer to the stable. Mary and Joseph were
filled with JOY as the time for Jesus’ birth came closer. Move each of the Magi figures a little
closer to the stable.

BY KEVIN KELLY



A WHIILE LIFE
KIND OF WIRSHIP

READ ZEPHANIAH 3:14-17

“Joy”is not a feeling invoked by the first two-and-a-half chapters of the book
of Zephaniah. The prophet uses some pretty apocalyptic imagery to warn the
nation of Israel about God's impending judgment of their sin, evil and violence.
Then, in the passage we read today, he offers a glimmer of the hope that lies
on the other side of purification and repentance for blessing and restoration in
God'’s presence. The people are called to sing, to be glad and rejoice—and are
told that God will rejoice with them in song!

I'love the image of God singing along with us. Picturing Him onstage in our choir,
or sitting across the aisle during service, hands raised in worship, reminds me
that's He's with us and for us. He wants us to flourish.

Countless times, I've shown up to Sunday service with a heavy heart, a chip on
my shoulder, or a problem bouncing around in my brain; it's amazing how often
God acknowledges my struggles, while pointing me back toward Him, through
music. A bridge hits different on a certain day, or | find myself able to release
some emotion while | listen (especially if Dance Eternal is performing—cue the
waterworks!) And even when tears come or an uncomfortable reality reveals
itself in my spirit, it still feels good to sing praise and thanks back to God.

Because “joy”doesn't mean we're worry-free; the kind of joy we experience walk-
ing with God transcends circumstance. It's a grace, a call to sing along particular-
ly when singing isn't our initial instinct.

Recently, | heard someone speak about living “a whole life kind of worship!
What a cool posture: Intentionally living your everyday like it's a song for God.
The good, the bad, the “meh,"all of it. God is the ultimate artist. He's penning
every lyric we live and collaborating on the whole album of our existence, ready
to help us find the right chord at any point and calling us to joy through Him
throughout it all.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Whatis aparticular expression of worship (a specific song, dance, a position of prayer, etc)
that has consistently lifted your heart in Joy towards God? Spend time each day this week
experiencing it!

BY RACHEL SHUSTER
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TIDINGS OF COMFIORT
AND JOY

READ LUKE 2:10-20

Have you gone tent camping? Things tend to get a little quieter after dark. Some-
times a log crackles on a campfire or an owl hoots in the distance.

Take a moment to read Luke 2:8-20, thinking about the shepherds as they were
‘camping”outside. Imagine what they saw, heard, and felt.

That night in the Judean countyside was likely quite ordinary until suddenly,
heaven’s glory ripped through the stillness. First an angel appeared to the shep-
herds, and then the glory of God shined brightly all around them. They were
scared stiff.

Quieting their fear, the angel brought a message, a birth announcement like no
other. A baby Savior had been born and was wrapped in strips of material, and
was lying in an animal's feeding trough. Doesn't that sound... bizarre? Then
many more heavenly beings appeared and spoke. What an unforgettable night!

The shepherds sprang to action to confirm the angel’s message. The long-ex-
pected and hoped-for Messiah had arrived. The One whom Israel had awaited for
hundreds of years had finally come. He would set His people free from sin and
death and reconcile us to the Father. God in flesh was visible.

And these glad tidings were for every single person. The Maker of heaven and
earth chose to reveal Himself to shepherds—people without social, economic,
or political pull. He didn't start with kings, dignitaries, the well to do, or political
powerhouses. He revealed His glory and His coming first to the humble. Isn't that
encouraging? And doesn't it seem fitting that He should announce the arrival of
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world to shepherds?

This is the love story of a compassionate, merciful, and just God coming to save
those He loved. Just as Jesus entered a dark and dreary world more than 2000
years ago, the heavenly message of hope reaches out to us today. This news is for
‘all the people as the angel said. Total inclusion, not a person omitted. What joy to
be included, what a joy to receive this message! Very good news indeed!

FOR REFLECTION:

« Tryreading this passage in a different version of the Bible. Does that help you hear the
wonder of this story?

« With lots to do to get ready for Christmas, how can you keep the joy of Jesus coming front
and center?

« Who can you think of that needs tidings of comfort and joy?

% Place animal figures in the stable. Rulers are usually born in grand palaces, but Jesus’ King-
dom is different! He chose to be born in a humble place, among the animals.

BY NANCY PERRY



JESUS, JESUS, JESUS

READ PSALM 16

As a child, you probably sought solace and protection in your parents after a
nightmare. Maybe as a teen going through high school, you went to your par-
ents to seek advice or gain comfort after a rejection or failed test. As an adult, you
might find yourself seeking advice for life in this world from a parent or mentor.
We often seek protection and security from those that we trust.

Sometimes | think about a nightmare | had as a child. I was alone and those who
I would seek to find safety were gone. | was in danger. When | woke up, | went
straight to my mom’s room. | remember her telling me that if | had a nightmare
like that again I should say Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. Throughout elementary school |
would say that phrase. Before a test, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus/ Whenever | had other
nightmares or thought of scary things before going to bed, Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

In Psalm 16, David starts with a plea, a cry, for refuge and protection. Despite this
plea, David later on asserts his confidence that God will provide hope, security,
and an inheritance of ‘pleasant places.” As a scared 4-year-old, | had faith, | hoped,
| trusted that my mom would protect me. It is that same childlike faith we had in
our parents that we should have in God. The Lord's counsel is sure. It never fails.
We can find safety in His presence. In knowing Him we can have joy everlasting
because of His faithfulness.

In this passage, David also describes the delight, the joy that he finds in being
around others whose faith is in God. David had hope and confidence in the Lord.
This hope comes from God's promise that He will not abandon our soul or let us
decay and confidence in the fact that He will lead us on the path towards, love,
security, and joy. Without Him there is no goodness, no peace, no security, and
no joy.

My nightmare was reccuring. Every night, the same thing, except the details got
more vivid. After the nightmare occurred once again, and thinking that saying Je-
sus, Jesus, Jesus'was not working | went to my mom again. | told her that calling
on Jesus wasn't working. She told me that just saying Jesus, Jesus, Jesus'wasn't
going to help a lot. | needed to believe it. | needed to believe that when | called
out Jesus' name, He would answer and give me peace and security. Later on that
night when the nightmare restarted, | called out Jesus, Jesus, Jesus. Everything
that | had learned (and remembered) from Sunday School was all for that mo-
ment. Believing Jesus, Jesus, Jesus'worked that time.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Thewisdom and presence of other believers in our lives can often bring us joy even in dark
moments. When have you experienced this?

BY DAMAR JAMES-HARVEY (GRADE 10)
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JOY WHISPERED
THROUGH TEARS

READ PSALM 47

When | saw today's scripture passage | thought to myself, this will be hard to do. |
am a joyful person but | can also be a pessimistic person at times.

Psalm 47 is a bold celebration: “Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with
cries of joy!” Sometimes joy feels like a distant memory. Life doesn't always give us
reasons to clap. The world feels broken, and God's promises seem delayed. We
read about His reign, but we see corruption. We hear of His victories, but we feel
defeated.

Verse 3 says, "He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet” Yet we live in a
time when injustice thrives and the faithful are overlooked. It's hard to reconcile
this triumphant language with the weight of our daily struggles. If God is King,
why does it feel like chaos rules?

Even the call to worship in verse 6,"Sing praises to God, sing praises!’, can feel hol-
low. Singing praises when your heart is heavy feels like pretending. And maybe
that's the hardest part: showing up in faith when everything in you wants to
walk away.

But Psalm 47 doesn't ignore reality, it challenges it. It dares us to declare God'’s
sovereignty even when we don't feel it. It invites us to trust that His throne is not
empty, even when His silence is deafening.

Verse 8 reminds us: “God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.”
That's not a feeling, it's a fact. And sometimes, faith means holding onto truth
when emotions scream otherwise.

So if you're weary, skeptical, or just numb—this psalm is still for you. Not because
you feel joyful, but because God is still worthy. Praise isn't always loud. Some-
times it's whispered through tears. But it still counts.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Whenis it hardest for you to "feel joyful"? How can you still express praise and worship in
those moments?

% Move each of the Magi figures and the figures of Mary, Joseph, and the donkey a little closer
to the stable. This long journey to Bethlehem was not easy for Joseph and Mary, but they
were filled with JOY because they trusted that God's plan was for good. God was keeping His
promise to send a Rescuer!

BY CURT CLEMETSON



REFLEET R RESPIND

OPEN IN PRAYER

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask God to
speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

KEY VERSES

Review the key verses for the week, Acts 19:1-12. What hope does it give you as
you live your life for God this week?

WEEKLY THEME

As you think of the theme for this week, Jesus, King of Joy, where do you most
need to apply this in your relationships, your work or how you live for and think
about God? Write out a one or two sentence response that you can apply this
week!

SHARE

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your thoughts
with?
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KING OF LOVE




This week, we look at Paul's voyage toward Rome in Acts 27-28, including his
service in love of people along the way during the shipwreck, and his resulting
visit to Malta. As we look at the love that Jesus brings to the nations, take some
time to look through how different languages and cultures around the world
translate the word love:

« ALBANIAN: Dashuri (Dah-shoo-ree)
* ARABIC (STANDARD): > (Hob)

- ARMENIAN: UL, (Sir)

« AZERBAIANI: Sevgi (Sev-gee)

+ BASQUE: Maitasun (My-tah-soon)

+ BELARUSIAN: JTi060Y (Lyoo-hov)

« BENGALI: S1eT- 1111 (Bha-lo-ba-sha)
+ BOSNIAN: Ljubav (Lyoo-bav)

+ BULGARIAN: JTt0608 (Lyoo-bov)

+ CATALAN: Amor (Ah-mor)

+ CZECH: Laska (Lah-ska)

« DANISH: Kzerlighed ((Care-lig-hed)

+ DUTCH: Liefde (Leef-duh)

+ ENGLISH: Love (Luv)

« ESTONIAN: Armastus (Ar-mahs-us)
- FARSI (PERSIAND: &5 (Eshq)

« FINNISH: Rakkaus (Rak-kous)

« FRENCH: Amour (Ah-moor)

* GEORGIAN: Loyzstrymo (See-kvar-oo-lee)
+ GERMAN: Liebe (Lee-beh)

* GREEK: Aydrm (Ah-gah-pee)

« HEBREW: xnan (Ah-ha-vah)

* HINDI: =T (Pyar)

+ HUNGARIAN: Szerelem (Sze-rel-em)
» ICELANDIC: Ast (Aowst)

- INDONESIAN: Cinta (Chin-ta)

« IRISH GAELIC: Gra (Graw)

« ITALIAN: Amore (Ah-mor-eh)

« JAPANESE: & (Eye)

+ KAZAKH: Maxa66at (Mah-hab-bat)
+ KOREAN: A} (Sah-rang)

+ KURDISH: Evin (Eh-veen)

- KYRGYZ: Cyiyy (Sii-yiii)

- LAO: S (Hak)

« LATVIAN: Milestiba (Mee-lest-ee-ba)
+ LITHUANIAN: Meilé (May-lay)

- LUXEMBOURGISH: Laift (Layft)

+ MACEDONIAN: Jy60B (Lyoo-bov)
* MALAY: Cinta (Chin-ta)

+ MALTESE: Imhabba (Im-hab-ba)

- MANDARIN CHINESE: 2 (Eye)

* MARATHI: T (Prem)

- MONGOLIAN: Xaiip (Khy-er)

+ NEPALI: 57T (Ma-ya)

+ NORWEGIAN: Kjeerlighet (Shair-lee-hei)
* PASHTO: o2 (Moo-ha-hat)

+ POLISH: Mitos¢ (Mee-wosh-ch)

+ PORTUGUESE: Amor (Ah-mor)

+ ROMANIAN: Dragoste (Dra-goste)
+ RUSSIAN: JTio608b (Lyoo-bov)

+ SERBIAN: J'by6Gas (Lyoo-bav)

+ SLOVAK: Laska (Lah-ska)

+ SLOVENIAN: Ljubezen (Lyoo-be-zen)
+ SOMALE: Jacay! (Jah-chail)

+ SPANISH: Amor (Ah-mor)

+ SWAHILI: Upendo (0o-pen-do)

+ SWEDISH: Karlek (Share-lek)

+ TAJIK: Myxa66art (Moo-ha-bbat)

* TAMIL: 57560 (Kaoh-dhal)

+ TELUGU: ¥ 5% (Prey-ma)

* THAE 3n (Rak)

- TURKISH: Ask (Ashk)

+ UKRAINIAN: JTi0608 (Lyoo-bov)

* URDY: oz (Moo-hub-bat)

« UZBEK: Sevgi (Sev-gee)

+ VIETNAMESE: Tinh yéu (Tinh yeu)
- YORUBA: Ife (Eefay)

+ WELSH: Cariad (Koh-ree-ad)
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JESUS, KING OF LOVE

READ ACTS 27-28

How do you know when love is real?

That was what Ed Keefer and John Hawley tried to figure out in the 1930s when,
as engineering students at the University of Toledo in Ohio, they invented the
Cupidoscope. The goal of this device was to reveal whether a couple was really
in love with scientific accuracy. As you might expect, the Cupidoscope seemed
more like a gimmick than anything else. It only perhaps revealed just how hard
it is to measure love, whether we are talking about romantic love, familial love,
or loving friendship. We still find ourselves wondering how to know when love
is real.

In his book The Weight of Glory, C. S. Lewis says that real love is costly. Building on
Lewis'idea we might say that if we are to know if love is real, it would have to be
sacrificial in nature. This brings to mind the words of the Apostle John, when he
writes: “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as

an atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 4:10). The love of God is displayed in Jesus'
sacrificial life given for us. Jesus is the king of love.

When we read the book of Acts in our New Testament we see a group of people
so overcome by the love of God revealed in Christ that they, too, begin to live like
Jesus on earth. This is not something they have to do, but something they get to
do. As they are caught up in the uncontrollable current of the Holy Spirit's work,
they are invited into the privilege of joining God's love-birthed mission on earth.
Paul the Apostle is one of those clearly caught up in the love of God in Christ. He
is so overcome by God'’s love that he begins to live with sacrificial love for others.
We see that vividly here in the last two chapters of Acts where, amid shipwrecks
and snakebites, accusations and arrests, Paul witnesses to the love of God again
and again with his own self-giving love. Greatly loved, Paul greatly loves.

May we see and be changed by the sacrificial, saving love of God in Jesus our
Messiah. And may we, like Paul, be caught up in the current until our love, too,
looks increasingly like that of Jesus, the king of love.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Each Sunday we include discussion questions on the sermon insert that can be used for
deeper reflection and/or small group discussions. Take time to read through those questions
today. You can find a digital version online at eastbrook.org/JesusKingofNations.

BY PASTOR MATT ERICKSON



WEEK 4: JESUS,
KING OF LOVE

Just about everyone has a storm story—a survival

story about a thunderstorm, a blizzard, or even

a tornado. Just this past summer, many parts of

Milwaukee were flooded. Do you remember that night in August? Maybe your own basement
was flooded? Maybe your neighborhood lost power for a time?

Paul had a storm story, too, his happened while he was on board a ship! Paul was on his way to
Rome, where he would stand trial before Caesar. In Bible times, that meant crossing the Medi-
terranean Sea. It was a long journey during autumn when the winds were dangerously strong.
One night, a full-blown storm battered the ship. The sailors even wound ropes around the ship
to help it stay together, and tossed extra cargo overboard to make it lighter.

The storm went on for days, but in the middle of it all, God gave Paul assurance that everyone
on board would survive. Paul used this message to help the passengers and crew to be brave
and not lose hope. He also encouraged them to eat to keep up their strength. The next morn-
ing, the ship struck a sandbar, and began to fall apart! The sailors and passengers swam for the
beach, even while floating on broken parts of the ship! Everyone reached land safely—just as
God had told Paul.

When we're scared, it’s easy to think only about our own survival, but Paul put others’ needs
first. Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit, who was loving others through his words and actions.
In his letter to the church in Philippi, Paul told the people to love each other, as Christ had loved
them. He wrote: “None of you should look out just for your own good. Each of you should also
look out for the good of others” (Philippians 2:4). Paul then described how Jesus left the glory
of heaven to become a baby who would grow up to do the most loving thing ever—to die for
everyone else’s sin.

At Christmas, we see God’s love on full display in the birth of Jesus. God’s mission of love is still
carried on today—through you and me. Like Paul, we take God’s love into the world through
our words and actions.

FAMILY STORYTELLING:

Parents: When has someone shown you the love of Christ during a time when you were scared?

Kids: During the Christmas season, can you think of someone who needs to know the love of
Christ? How can your words and actions show that person Jesus’ love for them?

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 22

LOVE LIKRE JESLS

READ JOHN 15:9-17

When [ first met my husband, | could only hear his voice. It was during the 2020
lockdowns, and ' was listening to him on a podcasting app. I had no idea that
this humorous host would soon become my closest friend and one day be my
spouse. Over the next year, we talked extensively about everything under the
sun. He offered a shoulder to cry on and jokes to brighten my days. Finally, the
day had come for us to meet. He traveled across the country to get baptized with
me in freezing Lake Michigan. His willingness to come so far to take this step

in our faith together swept me up. Friendship became courtship, and soon he
made that same journey to settle in Milwaukee. We married the following spring.
Again, | was so moved by his determination to drop everything in his life to build
a new life with me.

Even greater is the love Jesus has for us. He gave up His seat and power in Heav-
en, entered our sin-stricken world as a vulnerable babe, faced all the temptation
and suffering of earth, and finally bore our shame. He separated from His Heav-

enly Father, poured out His blood, and faced the darkness of death. He did all of
this to be in communion with His bride, the church. He did this to call us friends.

In today’s passage Jesus tells the disciples that He no longer calls them servants
but friends. Think about that. Because Jesus laid down His life for us, God the Fa-
ther is no longer a faraway voice. We are in an intimate relationship with Imman-
uel: God with us! We can understand the teachings of the Father with the help
of the Holy Spirit. We can cry out to God and receive peace and joy. We can live
fully and laugh with the very One who created us. From this place, we can learn
to love one another (1 John 4:19). Because Jesus laid down His life for us, we can
learn to lay down our lives for each other.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Have you ever really considered what it means for Jesus to call us "friends"? How does His
example of friendship (sacrificial love) inspire the type of friend you want to be? Act on that
thought today with a friend in your life.

BY RAYANNE NAIL



LOVE'S EOMFIORT

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-4

We have several friends that are suffering right now. A widower told us people
assume that his grief should be easier because he's a pastor. A girlfriend on che-
mo is dismayed by the many diet and treatment ideas people send her. Recent-
ly, our granddaughter was bitten by a pit bull and received multiple injections
that EMLA cream only helped superficially. Many others are facing losses and
diminishings invisible to us.

Do you ever feel overwhelmed, not knowing what to say to or do for the suffer-
ing? Take heart and listen to today’s passage.

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father
and the source of all comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can
comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same
comfort God has given us. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4 NLT)

We don't have to worry about being inadequate in the face of pain and suf-
fering because we are! But our heavenly Father isn't. He promises to use us to
comfort others with His comfort.“But | haven't lost a spouse,’you might say. Or
“I've never had cancer”or“I'm not divorced,”"I've never been addicted!

Suffering isn't an equation where one side must equal the other to have any
benefit. We aren't called to be some kind of miracle EMLA cream. Instead, we
lean into the promise, trust God'’s comfort, and get going. We take risks to be
present and listen without judgment or correction. We avoid impulsive words or
actions that come from our own discomfort or need to “fix"the pain.

I've made many mistakes in ministry. 've minimized other’s trouble or grief or
tried to force my solutions on their problems. It's hard to sit in the house of
sorrow for the long haul, isn't it? Yet that is exactly what God does with us. How
long has your healing taken? Mine is ongoing.

All praise to God, the God of all comfort in all kinds of trouble. His mercy never
runs out. Lord, make us more like You.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Whois someone you can prayerfully reach out to in their suffering? Find time to be present
in their pain and see how God can use your loving presence with them.

3 Place Mary and Joseph in the stable. The time has almost arrived for Baby Jesus to be born!

BY LISA SINCLAIR
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CHRISTMAS EVE: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24
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IT WILL EE WIRTH IT

READ 1 JOHN 3:16-18

The invitation to write this devotion came while | was in a meeting as Lamar
Garer of New Orleans was presenting his study titled On Thriving and Love. He
discussed the daunting statistics and profound challenges involved in bringing
families out of poverty in his city. After reviewing Milwaukee's similar statistics,
Lamar presented a simple slide that caught me by surprise. It read:

"When you approach an issue with love, solutions don't seem impossible
because the sacrifice is worth it

My mind'’s eye immediately went to Paul in Ephesus, reviewing the statistics he
received from Jerusalem. The numbers were beyond daunting; issues magnified
by a severe famine. The Christians living there were an oppressed minority plant-
ed in an obscure Roman province. Someone offered the idea that the relatively
better-off churches in Turkey could gather funds to send to their impoverished
siblings. It would involve significant personal sacrifice but they knew the provi-
sion, given in love, would make the sacrifice worth it.

Upon further reflection, | thought of what a meeting of the Council of the Holy
Ones in heaven (Psalm 89:7) might be like. The world was in a desperate, fallen
state. Then the Godhead announced the solution: Jesus would enter the world
as a helpless infant, live among the poor and marginalized, then lay down His life
for all of humanity.

This was a sacrifice of unparalleled, infinite cost. Jesus decided that the entire or-
deal, including His abandonment and the agony of the Cross—an overwhelming
sacrifice of love—would be worth it for the redemption of humanity.

Merry Christmas! And in this season of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, may you awak-
en again to the love of God abiding in you.

FOR REFLECTION:

« Many of us will soon be gathering with families and friends to celebrate Christmas. There
will be gifts and a great abundance of food. As you gather together, would you find time to
hold a meeting, or rather have a conversation, to discuss the needs you have noticed among
those living in your community or maybe elsewhere?

« Together, commit to making a sacrificial gift of time, talent, or treasure to those whose needs
you have discovered. How can those in your gathering open your hearts in compassion to
meet some of those needs? Given in Christ’s love, your sacrifice will be worth it,

% Place the Baby Jesus figure in the stable. In the middle of the night, in this little barn, Jesus
was born! “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son ....” (John 3:16).

BY TIM TESCH



CHRISTMAS EVE

Read the story of Jesus’birth from a children’s
Story Bible or read Luke 2:1-20.

Imagine a dark night, lit only by stars blinking

through windows and maybe an oil lamp or two.

Imagine dusty, scratchy straw poking through your

clothes. Feel the chill in the air. Every now and again, feel a waft of warm animal breath float-
ing across the air. Smell the clean hay mixed with the icky smell of animal . .. wel|, you know!

Is this where a baby King should be born?

Jesus could have been born into a palace--a spacious, well-lit room with cozy rugs and a brand-
new crib. That's what God's people were expecting when they were waiting for the promised
Savior to be born.

But, almost always, Jesus did the unexpected! He did not live in a palace and shout orders
at everyone. He did not wear expensive clothes or have the latest gadgets. Instead, He lived
among friends and served people—even people very different from Himself!

This is why God’s people were so confused. They expected a super-important, powerful king
who would free them from Roman rule. Instead, God told His people, through the prophet
Isaiah, that Jesus would be a gentle servant, but a strong servant who would win in the end:

“He will not break a bent twig.

He will not put out a dimly burning flame.

He will make right win over wrong.

The nations will put their hope in him.” (Matthew 12:20-21, NIrV)

How does Jesus win? By dying on the Cross to pay for sin, and then rising again! He has crushed
sin and death, so that one day, all the wrongs can be made right. Everyone who trusts Jesus
can share in this victory! That's why everyone around the world can put their hope in Him.

When you look at the manger tonight, remember Jesus, the baby born in a most unexpected
way, but the only one who can truly be called “King of the Nations™!

FAMILY STORYTELLING:

Parents: What do you think Mary and Joseph might have been thinking as they gazed at the
newborn Baby Jesus? What went through your mind the first time you held your child?

Kids: Wonder aloud: What were the shepherds feeling when they saw angels in the sky?
What do you think they told their friends after they had seen Baby Jesus?

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER
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SOIMETHING EIG IN
THE SMALL STAELE

READ PHILIPPIANS 2:1-11

There's a wonderful line in The Last Battle by C.S. Lewis that has stuck with me: "In
our world too, a Stable once had something inside it that was bigger than our
whole world"

[t's amazing to think of a humble stable holding something bigger than the
world. How can such a thing be possible? How is omnipotence encompassed in
an infant? How can divinity exist in the contents of an earthy feeding trough?

Jesus had equal status to God, but didn't demand the advantages of that status.
Jesus, the true King, wasn't born in a lavishly carved wooden crib with plushy
toys, or in a nursery surrounded by gold-leafed walls, and servants and nannies
to tend to His every want and need.

As He grew, Jesus didn't position Himself with the leaders of His day to pilfer
others for money or power. He didn't clamber for the top. At any moment of His
life, He could have chosen differently. Instead, He continued to upend the order
of things, by telling us things like the least will be greatest, the last shall be first,
and that power comes through weakness. | guess that explains why He was born
in such a humble and unassuming way—would any other option make sense?

On Christmas, we celebrate the birth of “infinity walled in a womb”as poet Luci
Shaw describes the nativity. This is how the infinite became finite and came to us:
vulnerable, small, tender, born in the most modest of circumstances.

God ripped open the doors between heaven and earth by sending a Savior. Then
God zipped up the chasm between heaven and earth permanently when Jesus
died. In so doing, this birth cauterized the world’s pain, and ignited the hope of
reconciliation of humanity to God. Death is destroyed; new life is kindled.

So yes, a baby was born that day, and placed in a stable, a gift bigger than the
world. We have reason to rejoice, because this humble baby born on earth is
now a man in heaven, seated at the right hand of God.

FOR REFLECTION:

« What does the story of Jesus” humble birth mean to you?

«  Philippians 2 tells us the Christmas story from a different perspective: the view from Heaven
towards earth. Read it alongside one the traditional tellings of the story (Matthew or Luke.
How does it deepen your understanding of what was really happening in those moments?

> Place the shepherds near the stable. The angel told them that the Savior had been born! They
believed, and there were the first to see Jesus and to tell others about Him!

BY PRASANTA ANUMOLU



THE FLLLNESS OF
HIS LOVE

READ EPHESIANS 3:14-19

I decided to get married when | was 32 years old. | had a stable career, nice car,
owned my home and was just feeling good about what God was doing in my

life. So what else was there to do, but to get married and have a family. At least
that’s what | was told.

After a few years of stress, continual arguments, a drug-using husband and
unfaithfulness in my marriage, my world was destroyed. What | thought was
going to make my life better, destroyed me to my core. The hurt and confusion
touched a part of me that I didn't know existed until then. | was left feeling men-
tally, physically and spiritually defeated.

Nothing anyone said helped. | felt betrayed by those whose marriages looked
so easy. | felt betrayed by those who said, "Pray about it, it will get better in time."
I had been lied to, and it seemed as if | had no support. Why would God let me
marry this person, only for this person to cause me grief and steal my peace?

One night, after I was divorced, | was awakened in the middle of the night by a
voice from the TV. | heard the following verses:

“For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell

in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established

in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of
God.” (Ephesians 3:14-19)

I sat up, grabbed my Bible and read the passage again, then again. I had never
felt the depth of these verses before. To know that God's Spirit moves within our
inner being to dwell in the inner recesses of our pain, hurt ,or grief. Deep in the
core of the hurt, | felt the Spirit’s present fill me with the breadth, length, height,
and depth of Christ’s love. | experienced a greater acknowledgement of His love.
How glorious to know that through faith in God we are rooted and grounded in
a love that is not shakable, unable to be measured or conditional limited. God's
love is satisfying and unlimited. It is a love that we can't comprehend but is avail-

able to us in fullness.
FOR REFLECTION:

« Meditate on the fullness of God's love towards you. Confess your sins and doubts to Him and
then release them, trusting that His love fully overcomes those sins and doubts.

BY DONNA JAMES
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REFLEET R RESPIND

OPEN IN PRAYER

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask God to
speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

KEY VERSES

Review the key verses for the week, Acts 27-28. What hope does it give you as
you live your life for God this week?

WEEKLY THEME

As you think of the theme for this week, Jesus, King of Love, where do you most
need to apply this in your relationships, your work or how you live for and think
about God? Write out a one or two sentence response that you can apply this
week!

SHARE

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your thoughts
with?



EOMPLETING

YOUR NATIVITY:

% January 6 (also known as “Epiphany”): Place the 3 figures of the magi at
the stable. The Magi have followed the star to Bethlehem and find Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph! They bow before Jesus and present Him with gifts of
gold (showing Jesus’ kingliness), frankincense (showing Jesus’ divinity)
and myrrh (showing Jesus’ humanity).
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