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INFRODUC TON

One of my uncles loves to research family history. He has traced our
family line through many descendants and across generations back

to homelands before they immigrated to the United States. We have
learned some interesting facts along the way, such as that what we took
as my grandmother’s first name was actually her middle name...and
she had a different first name that no one knew about. We also made
connections with family members we did not know we had. Sometimes
you can learn a lot about yourself not only by understanding who you
are but also by understanding who others are.

During Advent this year we are doing just that. We are getting a better
sense of ourselves not by looking in the mirror but by looking at the One
who has made us. Specifically, we want to see more clearly who Jesus

is in light of the prophecies of Isaiah about the coming Messiah. Each
week of this devotional and teaching series will explore themes about
the identity of Christ our Messiah spoken of by Isaiah. And as we more
fully understand Jesus our Messiah, in that light we will also more fully
understand ourselves.

Advent comes from the Latin word adventus (“appearing”). It is a four-
week preparatory season building toward celebration of Jesus' nativity
at Christmas. During Advent we look back with wonder at Jesus'birth
roughly 2,000 years ago, while also entering into the history of God's
chosen people, Israel, whose prophets anticipated Jesus'birth in their
messages. Simultaneously, we stand as the new chosen people, looking
forward to Jesus'appearing at the end of human history. Our Advent de-
votional this year connects with our preaching series from Isaiah entitled
“Who Is He?: Titles of Jesus the Messiah from Isaiah!

The devotional you have before you is written by members of our own
church community, reflecting on Scripture and life, as a way to guide
us to encounter Jesus during this season. You can use this devotional
individually, but we also hope it serves those in small groups, as well as
groups of friends, family members, or housemates.

May God give us grace this Advent to more fully hear with fresh ears
Isaiah’s words about Jesus our Messiah, and also to more truly “fix our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).
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How to Use this Devotional:

Each week of this devotional begins with a Sunday reading written by
our Pastoral staff for older students and adults. There is also a version
called “Family Talk” written by a member of our NextGen team, intended
for families with young children. Each day Monday-Friday has a short
devotional thought written by one of our Eastbrookers with questions
at the end for deeper reflection. Saturdays are intended for small group
discussion and for deeper reflection.

As a family, you may want to join in on our Nativity Building activity. Use
your own Nativity figures for this activity that allows for slow, progressive
building of the nativity scene. Look for this symbol (%) throughout the
devotional to find each step. The gradual nature of this activity and the
periods of waiting remind us of how God's people waited years for the
promised Savior to be born! “When the set time had fully come, God sent
his Son..” (Galatians 4:4).

Finally, you can also interact with the digital version of this devotional in a
variety of ways: on the Eastbrook App, Instagram, daily emails, blog, or PDF,
Find these options and links on our website at eastbrook.org/WholsHeDevo.
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5 For to us a child is born,
to us a son s gwen,
and the government will be on hus shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
LEyverlasting Father; Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over hus kingdom,
establishing and upholding 1t
with justice and righteousness
from that tume on and forever:
The zeal of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish ths.

INAH 967



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1

THE ONS WHO RULES

READ ISAIAH 9:1-7

We all want a ruler who will administer justice fairly, be kind to its citizens,
and keep them safe from enemies. These are some of the traits expected
of a good king. The Bible records many kings who were good during their
reign. They were God-fearing. They administered justice, especially to the
weak and vulnerable. They were good warriors who cared for their peo-
ple. Such kings include King David, King Josiah, and King Asa.

None of these kings compares to King Jesus. In Isaiah 9:1-7 we read
about the prophecy of the One who will come and rule. This prophecy is
fulfilled in Jesus, our Messiah, and Matthew quotes Isaiah 9 to show that
Jesus fulfilled the prophecy in Matthew 4:12-17. The ultimate fulfillment
will be realized when Jesus comes back again to reign. He is the One
who will rule over Israel and the world.

Isaiah 9:2 states, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”
Jesus will be the bringer of light that will scatter the darkness. He will
deliver His people from the bondage of the dark and bring them light, as
John 1:5 notes, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it” Jesus will set us free from the darkness of sin. Verse three
states He will bring us joy and gladness. This joy will be everlasting and
will not end. The angels reaffirm this in Luke 2:10b, “/ bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people.”

The prophet Isaiah notes in verse 6 that Jesus, the Messiah born for us, is
our Wonderful Counselor. He is God, the Creator of all things (see John 1:1-
3). He is our Prince of Peace. Jesus will rule with peace. He is our peace. He
brings peace to us, and His kingdom of peace will dispel all war, anxiety,
and enmity with God that mankind has been struggling with.

In verse 7, we read that the kingdom of the Messiah will be everlasting.
It will never end. This is excellent news. The verse also notes that King
Jesus will rule with justice and righteousness. We long for these things
in a world where justice has fallen by the wayside and righteousness is
hard to come by. It is good to know that the hallmark of King Jesus'rule
will be justice and righteousness. This should fill our hearts with joy. The
One who rules is a good King. He is the King of kings and the Lord of
lords. His reign will last forever and ever.

For Reflection:

Each Sunday we include discussion questions on the sermon insert that can be used for
deeper reflection and/or small group discussions. Take time to read through those questions
today. You can find a digital version online at eastbrook.org/WholsHe.

BY PASTOR FEMI IBITOYE



READ ISAIAH 9:1-7 %I ‘ I
Dressing up as the royal family

is a favorite game in our house.

[ don’t mean Prince William

and Princess Kate, or any part

of that royal family, but from

a very young age my son has

been fascinated by the idea of being a king. Maybe we all relate, because we see evidence of
this throughout classical and modern stories: from sleeping princesses to frog princes, or kings
of round tables to evil queens, and every other type of rulerimaginable. Why do these stories
interest us? Perhaps it's because rulers have the means and power to control their world and
circumstances in ways that you or [ likely do not.

We don't have to look far to see this world is broken, and it can feel like a scary place to live.
Death, violence, hunger, homelessness, broken relationships, bullying, hatred, and illness of
all kinds—painful reminders we are surrounded by darkness, and it makes our hearts feel so
heavy. Fear creeps into our minds and lies by saying this darkness and suffering will never end.
Who has the power or desire to end all human suffering? Our rulers always let us down. We
find ourselves wishing we were a king or a queen—maybe then we could make the world, or
at least our own life, how it should be.

Long ago, the prophet Isaiah told of a coming Ruler who would bring bright light to “those who
live in a land of deep darkness” (Isaiah 9:2). Isaiah spoke of a special child who would be born
and He would rule forever. This Ruler would bring joy, freedom, provision, justice and peace

to all His peaple. Finally, someone with the power and desire to fix this world! Best of all, it
says this Ruler’s ‘government and its peace will never end” and “He will rule with fairness and
justice. ... for all eternity” (Isaiah 9:7). Isaiah’s prophecy has come true in Jesus. If we follow King
Jesus, we live with the hope that although we still live in a dark world, we can help by sharing
His light with our neighbors. And someday we will see the coming of His kingdom of perfect

peace, joy, and righteousness that will never end!

Let's Talk!

Think of a time when you dressed up as someone else—maybe for a play, or Trick-or-treat, or
even just for fun. What special powers or abilities did you have? How did that make you feel?

How would you change the world if you had all the power of a king or a queen?

Isaiah 9:6 describes Jesus as the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and
Prince of Peace. Which name of Jesus describes who you most need Him to be in your heart
and life right now?

BY COURTNEY BRYAN



MONDAY, DECEMBER 2

A GREAD LIGHTT

READ MATTHEW 4:12-17

What a lot of words to introduce Jesus'ministry. Couldn't Matthew just
have just said, "Jesus started preaching, and then got on with it?" The
biblical writers didn't just say things to fill the pages, they didn't have a
word count to meet, they said things with intention. We have to stop
and ponder: why did Mathew say these words, and what was his inten-
tion?

The imagery here is wild. Matthew is painting this picture of Jesus
bringing the kingdom of Heaven to fruition by His mere presence. It's an
image of dark places being interrupted and illuminated by Light. All of
these places the original readers of Matthew would have seen as a dark
place, the gentiles beyond the Jordan river, and the pagans on the other
side of the Sea of Galilee. These people and places were blessed with a
great light, a new dawn for creation.

Have you ever seen the darkness before sun’s first light? Have you ever
felt the hope of a dawn after a long dark night? The Hebrew people had
been living that way, metaphorically at least. They were on the look-out
for a great light, their Messiah. Matthew paints this picture of a wildly
bright and powerful sunrise screaming across the land, bringing in the
new kingdom.

But this light came from places the original readers would have consid-
ered a dark place, a place that perhaps didn't deserve God’s light: the
gentiles, the others, the uncleans ones. This light came to everyone, both
to fulfill the prophecies of the Hebrew Messiah and to light the darkness
for those of us who live in the “land of the shadow of death.”

Jesus is more than just a rabbi and great teacher, He is more than a
prophet, more than a healer. He is the Light that brings in the Kingdom
of Heaven. The Kingdom of heaven ruled by love, life, and light. As we
think about who Jesus is, we can imagine, as Matthew does, the dawn
breaking forth to bring light to a dark world.

For Reflection:

Who is Jesus to you? What areas in life do you need the Light of Christ to shine forth and
bring healing and growth? How can you show that light in your life to those around you
today? This coming week?

BY PASTOR NIC FRIDENMAKER



PROMINE « PAIFNCE « PEACE

READ MICAH 5:2-5

If Micah were a motivational speaker in today's world of startups and
dreams, you would get this:

Fellow employees—we are a small and seemingly inconsequential
company, but with patience through growth, we will see adjustments
leading to profits with increased durability. Right now there is a boy
somewhere who will grow up to lead us through our lean times, over

the hurdles and to prosperity. Changes will be made. Maybe not today;
maybe not tomorrow, but be ready. Change is coming. Don't lose faith—
if we stay united, we will see success and security.

Ever had a situation like this presented to you? Analysis of the present
and the changes that will be instituted as time passes. There is no firm
timeline, just a promise of a future. You have to decide to stick it out or
not. Sometimes all we need is that one convincing person who advises
that you hold on and wait.

Imagine Bethlehem being told that the future will be theirs. As one of
the smaller clans of Judah, they feel abandoned by the rest of Israel—no
unity, no leadership, and no hope.

Micah tells them that they may feel left behind now, but to wait for the
completion of prophecy. There will be a leader born who will unite all
the brothers and lead them to victory—not through His own power but
through the strength and majesty of the Lord, our God.

Micah's words encourage Bethlehem, of Judah, to be patient and faith-
ful. They will see the fulfillment of prophecy and the One who will be the
source of safety and security in their lives.

This is our Christmas renewal—to once again see the promise; respond
in patience; and celebrate God's peace through His Son.

For Reflection:

In one sense, we are still waiting for the ultimate reign of Christ to occur. How does knowing
that He will one day put all things right impact the choices you make today?

> Setup the stable, but leave it empty for now. Long before Jesus was born on earth, God was
getting everything ready.

BY MARGARET DUCHROW
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4

FIE 1T EARTTH

READ EPHESIANS 1:22-23

"And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head
over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way." (Ephesians 1:22-23)

Our perfect, holy God has supreme authority; His dominion is over all
things, people, nations, and places. There is no greater power in the
universe, as Jesus'resurrection shows. His rule is indeed over everything,
and while He could rule on His own, our relational God involves His
people in His rule. It's through His body, the church, that He extends His
rule over the earth!

Itis God's will for Himself to “fill all” with His kingdom. He does not want
there to be a place in this universe where His rule is not. His presence
lives in His people, so when His people go about the earth, so does He,
thereby filling all the earth.

Consider how the law functions in society. The law itself is invisible but
dictates how our society functions. We see the effect of the law through
law-abiding citizens, but without such people, the law would still exist
and hold authority. In the same way, without the church, God would still
have all authority and be the supreme ruler. But as we, His body, live lives
of obedience to our King, His rule extends to fill the earth.

Ponder what it means that you, if you are in Christ, can help extend the
rule of Christ throughout this earth. His rule fills the earth as we follow
Him and obey Him. How is God inviting you to obey Him right now? In
what ways is He asking you to take a step of faith? Consider that your
step of faith reveals His glory on earth. You participate in Him filling the
earth with His fullness!

For Reflection:
What places in your life do you need to speak the name of Jesus over?

What places in this world do you want to speak the name of Jesus over, invoking His rule and
reign there?

BY KATIE BONDY



SON OF MAYN RULER

READ DANIEL 7:13-14

In the Christmas season we are inherently reminded of Jesus coming
to earth as a little baby in Bethlehem born to the virgin Mary and the
profoundly humble origin of the plan for salvation. We also need to be
reminded of the other characteristics of who Jesus is: revealed as the
Word of the Lord in the Old Testament and our Almighty Ruler of the
Heavenly Kingdom.

| sometimes get overwhelmed when | watch or read too much news
about what is happening in the world: the violence, wars, greed, and
general lawlessness. Similarly, in this passage, Daniel is distressed at the
vision of the evil rulers that will come before Jesus as the final ruler. Dan-
iel sees in his vision that "one like a Son of Man" will be given a dominion
which is an everlasting dominion where people of every language will
serve Him.

Jesus called himself "the Son of Man"on many occasions. He explained
to the Pharisees that the Son of Man has authority to forgive sins when
He healed the paralytic that was lowered into the room from the ceiling
by his friends. He declared to the Pharisees on another occasion the

the Son of Man was the Lord of the Sabbath. And toward the end of His
ministry on earth, He reminded the disciples that the Son of Man must
suffer greatly and die, but rise again on the third day. | believe that Jesus
intentionally referred to himself as the Son of Man not only to remind us
of His own humanity—that He relates to us—but also to remind us that
He is the Son of Man ruler that Daniel saw on His eternal throne.

Let us be reminded this season that Jesus came to earth not only to be
our Savior but also to be our King. There will be other rulers and leaders
in the world, but none are as powerful as Jesus, and none are the kind

of ruler that Jesus is. The book of Daniel tells us that Jesus is the ruler of

a kingdom that will not pass away and will not be destroyed, and that
we, as believers will actually "possess" the kingdom forever. Contemplate
Jesus as our Ruler this Christmas season.

For Reflection:

« When you consider Jesus as the One who Rules, how does that help you find peace in the
midst of a chaotic world?

% Place Mary, Joseph and an angel figure across the room from the stable. God sent an angel to
tell Mary and Joseph that Jesus would be born to Mary.

BY FRANK PINTAR

S MAIINADAA AVASINHLL



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6

SON SHINE

READ HEBREWS 1:3-4; 8

"The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is
superior to theirs." (Hebrews 1:3-4)

But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and
righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.” (Hebrews 1:8)

Have you ever felt the warmth and light of the sun on your face on a
bright and sunny day? Maybe you were hiking or swimming at the pool
or beach. Maybe you were in your yard or deck, gardening or relaxing.
Either way, the sun was there.

At creation, God set the sun over all the earth to sustain physical life.
Similarly, God sent His Son to save us and give us new life, eternal life
through Him. He is the physical representation of God. God set Jesus
here on earth to walk and teach, demonstrating God’s love and His
glory. Jesus is the ultimate source of light and life, sacrificing Himself in
obedience to God's plan for salvation. Because of His obedience, Jesus
has been granted Yahweh's glory and power. This power and glory are
not just over humans and earthly things, but also for heavenly things
like the angels. He is superior to us all, yet He is with us all the time. Jesus
honored God the Father and was obedient to Him.

Unlike the sun, the light of the Son will shine forever through the power,
glory, and authority given to him by God the Father. The ability to expe-
rience the light of the sun and its warmth is free. The Son offers freedom
when we look to and follow Him.

For Reflection:

Pray this Prayer: God, as we look up and see the sun in the heavens, remind us of your Son.
Remind us of the love you have for us and that we can trust in your glory and power through
Jesus.

% Place a donkey near Mary. She may have ridden a donkey to Bethlehem, because she was so close
to having a baby. Years later, Jesus Himself would ride a donkey into Jerusalem. Rulers usually
rode on proud horses, but because Jesus was a gentle ruler, he chose to ride a simple donkey.

BY DAMAR JAMES-HARVEY (GRADE 9)



REFICCT & RESPOND

Open in Prayer

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask
God to speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

Key Verses

Review the key verses for the week, Isaiah 9:1-7. What hope does it give
you as you live your life for God this week?

L FAGINADAA AVAINIVS

Weekly Theme

As you think of the theme for this week, The One Who Rules, where do
you most need to apply this in your relationships, your work or how you
live for and think about God? Write out a one or two sentence response
that you can apply this week!

Share

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your
thoughts with?



THE ONE WHO

QOMFORTS




Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.
? Speak tenderly to Ferusalem,
and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been compleled,
that her sin has been paid for;
that she has recewed from the LORD’s hand

double for all her sins.
7 A voice of one calling:

“In the wilderness prepare

the way for the LORD;

make straight in the desert

a lughway for our God.

* Every valley shall be raised up,
every mountain and hill made lowy
the rough ground shall become level,
the rugged places a plain.
7 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all people will see 1t together.
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

INAH 40:1-5



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8

THE ONE WHO COMFORTS

READ ISAIAH 40:1

When my children were young and they scraped a knee or faced some
other injury, they would swiftly run to me or Kelly for immediate help to
stop the bleeding or put ice on that bump on their head. After the imme-
diate help, though, they would often look for something else: comfort.

As we grow, we may become better at providing our own immediate
help for injuries, whether bandaging our cut finger or driving ourselves
to the hospital. But no matter how young or old we are, finding comfort
requires other people. When we suffer loss, it is comforting to have oth-
ers cry with us. When we go through difficulty, it is comforting to have
conversation partners who listen to us and respond.

When the entire people of Israel face a traumatic, forced exile from their
homeland, they listen for a good word from the prophet Isaiah. It is with-
in this context of exile that Isaiah speaks an apt message, beginning with
these words: “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God” (Isaiah 40:1).

There are two invaluable parts of this message. The first part is that com-
fort is coming to the people after much suffering. The prophet expands
on this by saying of Israel “that her hard service has been completed” (40:2).
There is an end in sight, Isaiah says, and on the other side of the end is
true comfort. The second part is that this message is not just from the
prophet but actually comes directly from God. The exile had left Israel
wondering if God had disowned them, but Isaiah says, “No, God Himself
is drawing near to bring a personal word of comfort to us."There is com-
fort coming and it is divine comfort.

One of the most interesting parts of Isaiah 40 is the depiction of a “voice”
calling out to prepare the way for the LORD (see 40:3). We may wonder
who this voice is and when God will come. It is no mistake that three of
the gospel writers pick up these very words to describe John the Baptist.
John is the voice calling people to turn their lives over to God in prepara-
tion for One who would come after him. And that One, John the Baptist
and all the gospel writers tell us, is Jesus Himself. He is the Messiah who
will bring true, lasting, and divine comfort.

For Reflection:

Each Sunday we include discussion questions on the sermon insert that can be used for
deeper reflection and/or small group discussions. Take time to read through those questions
today. You can find a digital version online at eastbrook.org/WholsHe.

BY PASTOR MATT ERICKSON



READ ISAITAH 40:1 %M:[ ‘ ]i
Have you ever felt sad or wor-

ried? Maybe you've had a tough

day at school or felt alone. The

good news is that God is always

there to comfort us!

God brings comfort through His words and the people He sends. Isaiah 40:1-2 says, “Comfort,
comfort my peaple, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard
service has been completed.” God tells His people to be comforted. He sees their struggles and
wants them to know that He cares. He promises that their hard times will end. This reminds us
that even when we feel down, God is with us, ready to help us feel better.

Many years later, God sent a special messenger named John the Baptist. Matthew 3:1-3 says,
“In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and saying, ‘Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is he who was spoken of through the prophet
Isaiah: A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the LORD, make straight
paths for him.” John was like a friendly voice calling out in the wilderness, telling everyone
that something amazing was about to happen! He was preparing the way for Jesus, who is our
greatest comforter. Jesus came to show us God’s love and to help us when we feel sad or lost.

Remember, God loves you and wants to comfort you! Just like He promised in Isaiah, He is
always there to help you through tough times. Keep your heart open to His love!

Let's Talk!
Can you think of a time when you felt God’s comfort? What happened?

What are some ways you can comfort others when they are feeling down?

BY LAURA BRUNNER



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9

20

A REAL RESI

READ MATTHEW 11:28-30

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with
me and you'll recover your life. I'll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with
me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of
grace. | won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me
and you'll learn to live freely and lightly.” (Matthew 11:28-30 The Message)

While | consider myself a bit of a Bible nerd and wouldn't normally turn to
Eugene Peterson’s The Message as my preferred translation, | have always
been drawn to how he translates this passage. For whatever reason, when
| read the words above | am overwhelmed by every sentence: Yes! | am
worn out. | want nothing more than to recover my life. | need a real rest—
not just a nap. I want to learn a new way of doing things so that I'm not
always burnt out. | can't wait to learn what the “unforced rhythms of grace”
means and what it feels like to live out those rhythms in my life. | want to
live freely! And lightly!

This week we are digging into Jesus as the One who comforts and this
passage provides me with comfort. Life is hard and Jesus wants to be
our burden-bearer. He gets it—as humans, we do get tired, worn out,
and burned out on religion. He invites us to come to Him—that’s it!
That's our first step when we're feeling weary...to come to Jesus and He
will help us recover our life. He will show us how to take a real rest.

As | have been sitting with this passage to write this devotional, I've been
struck by the three W's: walk, work, and watch. Jesus'invitation is not just
to come to Him so He will take care of everything. It's an invitation to
learn from Him: to learn a new way of living that is unforced, has healthy
rhythms, and is full of grace. We still have to do our part, but Jesus will

be right there with us every step of the way. |'ve also been struck by this
phrase: “Iwon't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.”Wow. Jesus acknowl-
edges that we have limits and boundaries—especially when we are worn
out—and He promises to limit our burdens.

So, dear reader, how are you coming to Jesus this December? Are you tired?
Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to Jesus today and let Him be
your teacher, your comforter, and your burden-bearer.

For Reflection:
«  Talkto Jesus about how you're feeling. Ask Him to show you the unforced rhythms of grace.

% Place the magi in another room. These travelers remind us that Jesus’ followers would be
from all nations. Jesus’ birth would bring COMFORT to people all over the world.

BY LIZ CARVER
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My mom was a collector of many different things during her life: dolls,
angel statues, and beanie babies were her favorites. Our small apartment
had multiple book shelves filled with her knickknacks (or treasures, |
guess, depending on your viewpoint). In the midst of all the chaos of her
collections was one shelf that always felt a little out of place to me. On it
were about 30 different sheep statues. They were made of various mate-
rials (ceramic, wood, plastic) and included sheep of multiple sizes (small,
medium, large, mammoth!). It just seemed so random in the midst of her
multiple shelves of angels, dolls, and stuffed animals.

THE GOOD SHEPI

READ PSALM 23

Whenever someone asked her about this particular collection, my mom
would simply say,“They remind me I'm not alone” My mom had a simple
faith in God. She was not some great scholar of Scripture, but she trusted
in God and the promises He gave us. Psalm 23 was a favorite passage

for her (as I am sure it is for many of us) and it brought great comfort to
her throughout the many trials of her life: that God was leading her and
beside her at all times.

The promise of Psalm 23 is that our God is with us, providing and pro-
tecting. As a shepherd guides and guards their sheep, God guides and
guards His people. Verse four says, “Even though | walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.” Shepherds used their rods and their staff for
many things—to prod and poke the sheep to go where they needed to
go and to scare and fight off predators trying to attack the sheep. Either
way, the use of the tools required the shepherd to be in close proximity
to the sheep.

Whether God is guiding us or guarding us, knowing He is with us should
provide comfort to us as we journey through this life.

For Reflection:

When have you had to remind yourself that God, as your shepherd, is near you? How do you
remind yourself of that comforting thought?

> Bring out the figures of sheep and shepherds and set them outside of the stable. These will
be the first to hear that Jesus is born!

BY PASTOR JIM CALER
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A PATTIERS LOVE

READ JOHN 16:19-33

Take a few deep breaths. Let your breath remind you that God has given
you life today, that He desires you today, and that He invites you to find
comfort in Him today. Take some time to let that sink in. After (and only
after) you do that, read John 16:19-33. If you want extra credit, read all of
chapter 16. Then reflect on the text:

Why are the disciples seemingly anxious about Jesus leaving them?

Can you think of other stories where Jesus provides comfort?

How would you summarize Jesus'response in your own words?

When I was in middle school, | remember going to a party at a friend'’s
house. This friend had a thrills-and-spills-on-springs machine, also known
as a trampoline. On one fateful bounce, my downward-bound chin met
the force of my friend's upward-bound head and | bit straight through my
lower lip. My wonderful father picked me up, realized | needed stitches,
and began driving me to urgent care. My middle-school self did not like
the doctor’s office. It produced worry and anxiety within me. | wasn't sure
of the pain I had to endure. | remember crying in the van, saying “l don't
want to go." My father, though, loved me too much to listen to my anxiety,
knowing true healing and comfort would only come through going to the
doctor for stitches.

When I read John 16, | see the disciples in a more serious version of where

| was in that story. They are beginning to recognize a few hard truths about
following Jesus. They are learning that the world will reject them the way
they will reject Jesus. They are learning that their Rabbi, their Messiah, their
friend, will soon face unjust death. They are learning that He will no longer
walk with them on earth. These are painful and hard things to swallow! Yet,
in the midst of these harsh realities, Jesus provides comfort, not to escape
the hard things, but to endure them and, through His power, provide
healing to the world. How? Many ways, but for right now, let’s focus on
just one...the Holy Spirit. God is present, even in Jesus’ physical absence,
through the Holy Spirit. Taking John 15-16 together as a whole reminds us
that the Holy Spirit is very much present, ready to embrace us, guide us,
comfort us, convict us, and point us towards healing. There is no barrier
that He can't overcome to be present with us. He is our comfort. Much like
my father on that day in middle school, Our Father is present in our pain
and guides us towards Himself, where we find real healing and comfort.

For Reflection:

Where in your life have you felt the pain of this world? Have you invited the Spirit into that

A
pain with you: BY JORAN WEITZER
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READ 2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-5

Last summer when my wife Glennda and | were up north, | was out walk-
ing and picked my annual bouquet of wildflowers. The next day Cheri, our
older daughter, was able to join us, and she and | picked another bouquet.
This was a variety pack of ten forms of flora. It was so beautiful that she
captured it with her camera, had it framed, and it was waiting for us when
we returned home, available to enjoy whenever we desired.

Switching gears a bit, when | grew up in our local church, the Doxology
was a weekly part of worship. It begins, “Praise God from whom all bless-
ings flow..." Sitting back and praising God for His creative genius with a
bouquet of wildflowers was special. Contrast that, however, to what it
may have meant to God, who after six days, used the seventh to enjoy all
that His own creation entailed. Paul, in 2 Corinthians 1, directed his praise
to “God ... Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ... Father of compassion ... God of
all comfort” It is one thing to know with assurance that God specifically
‘comforts us in all our troubles.” It's quite another thing to get a glimpse
from God, the Creator of the Universe, of the “why"”He comforts us: "..

so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves
receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ,
so also our comfort abounds through Christ" (vss. 4-5).

Let's not miss this point: The comfort that ABOUNDS through Christ is
linked indelibly to the fact that we share ABUNDANTLY in the sufferings of
Christ.

The seasons of sufferings which we go through, and God's corresponding
comfort, serve as a platform for us not to just comfort others, BUT to ‘com-
fort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” That's
something worthy of praise, and a reminder of what purposeful living in
Christ is all about.

Thank you, Jesus, for the Incarnation, and that you have come that we ‘may
have life and have it to the full (abundantly’)" (John 10:10).

For Reflection:

Who do you know that is going through a time of crisis that you can comfort based on God’s
faithfulness to you through similar situations?

% Scatter some sheep figures all around the room. Let them remind you of how people are lost
without the Good Shepherd, Jesus.

BY PASTOR TOM MEYER
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OLR REFUGE & PROTeCTOR

READ PSALM 91:1-16

Psalm 91 begins with an invitation to dwell in the "secret place” of the
Most High. This is not just a physical place, but a spiritual posture of trust
and intimacy with God. When we make God our dwelling place—when
we seek Him in prayer, meditate on His Word, and cultivate a relationship
with Him—we find ourselves under His shadow, symbolizing His protec-
tion and care.

When | was younger, | was terrified of the dark. | would often sprint
inside from the car at night or run up the stairs and into my room when
the lights were turned off so that nothing could “get” me. Once | got
inside the house or my room, | felt safe, and | felt protected. Now that |
am older, 'm not so afraid of the dark, but there are still things in life that
can be scary, stressful, or challenging. When this happens, we can run to
God as He promises to be our refuge and our fortress, to protect us and
to save us from harm.

However, God does not promise us that life will be easy. In your life, you
will (or maybe already have) see, hear, and experience many hard things
and/or trials, but in this; God will be and has been with you. “He will cover
you with His feathers—and he will command His angels concerning you

to guard you in all your ways” (Psalm 91:4a and 11). When we know and
declare that God is our refuge and our protector, we have nothing to fear
because God is with us, He is walking beside us, watching over us, and
protecting us. Knowing this can be truly comforting.

Lord, | thank You for being my refuge and fortress. In times of trouble, |
choose to dwell in Your presence, trusting in Your promises of protection
and peace. Help me to seek You daily and to rest in the assurance that
You are with me. | pray that Your angels would guard and protect me in
all my ways. In Jesus'name, Amen.

For Reflection:
Where are some areas in your life where God has been or can be your shelter?

> Bring your sheep figures close to the shepherd figures. The shepherds were keeping watch at
night when they heard the news about baby Jesus!

BY GABI BRUNNER (GRADE 10)



REFICCT & RESPOND

Open in Prayer

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask
God to speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

Key Verse

Review the key verse for the week, Isaiah 40:1. What hope does it give
you as you live your life for God this week?

Weekly Theme

As you think of the theme for this week, The One Who Comforts, where
do you most need to apply this in your relationships, your work or how
you live for and think about God? Write out a one or two sentence re-
sponse that you can apply this week!

Share

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your
thoughts with?

T IIINADAIA AVAINIVS
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“Here 1s my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen one i whom I delight;
1 will put my Spirit on hum,
and he will bring justice to the nations.
? He will not shout or cry out,
or raise huis voice in the streels.
3 A bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;
* he will not falter or be discouraged
tll he establishes justice on earth.

In lus teaching the islands will put their hope.”

IS\AH 412:1-4
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THE ONE WHO BRINGS JUSTICE

READ ISATAH 42:1

One of the deepest desires of human beings is for justice. We long for our
lives and the world to be impartially guided by what is just, right, true, and
fair. At our jobs or in our classrooms, in the courtroom or the sports field,
we want all people treated well and measured equally against a dispas-
sionate measure of fairness. This longing for justice is behind the outcries
that arise when human rights are violated. International watchdog groups
give voice to the helpless or the ignored so that justice can be upheld. The
truth is that we long for justice even as we often experience injustice and a
lack of fairness in our world and lives.

This longing for justice is a biblical theme. If we read through the Scripture
asking what it tells us about God, we inevitably will discover that the God
described in the Bible, amongst many other things, is a God of justice. The
Torah calls God's people to maintain justice and deal appropriately with
wrongs: protecting widows, orphans, foreigners, and the weak in the face
of a difficult world. The Hebrew word, mishpat, is the word most often
translated as ‘justice’in the Old Testament. It conveys the idea of a just
cause being maintained with right and appropriate order in the world.

When the prophet Isaiah speaks about the Messiah who is to come, we
hear Isaiah say this Messiah will do many things, including reflecting God's
justice. Isaiah describes the Messiah this way:

Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen one in whom | delight;
Iwill put my Spirit on him,
and he will bring justice to the nations. (Isaiah 42:1)

It is no coincidence that when Jesus begins His public ministry, He de-
scribes His calling by quoting a similar passage from Isaiah’s prophecies:

The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. (Luke 4:18-19; quoting Is. 61:1-2)

In response to humanity’s longing for justice God sends Jesus as a Messi-
ah who brings justice.

For Reflection:
Find this week's discussion questions in your bulletin or online at eastbrook.org/WholsHe.

BY PASTOR MATT ERICKSON



READ ISAIAH 42:1 %M:[ ‘ ]i
Have you ever taken a really

close-up look at a spider web?

Before you wipe it away from

the corner of your closet, that is?

“Spider silk”looks so delicate,

but did you know that it is one

of the strongest substances on earth? Spider silk has been proven to be twice as strong as steel
fiber of the same mass! Part of the reason for this is that spider silk is soft and stretchy when
first pulled, but then it stiffens and gets stronger the longer it’s pulled! This is how spiders trap
other little bugs (their dinner!) in their webs!

Some things really can be both gentle and strong at the same time—and that’s what Isaiah is
telling people about the coming Servant, Jesus! In these verses, Isaiah says:

“He will not shout or cry out.
He will not raise his voice in the streets.
He will not break a bent twig.
He will not put out a dimly burning flame.” (Isaiah 42:2-3, NIrV)

These words describe just how gentle Jesus is—not even breaking an already bent twig! Not
even blowing out a tiny flame! When we are struggling and sad, Jesus will understand and
love us. When we come to Him asking for forgiveness for the wrongs we've done, He will take
us back again.

But, kind of like spider silk, Jesus is also the strongest force in the world! Isaiah goes on to say:

“He will not grow weak or lose hape.
He will not give up until he brings justice to the earth.” (Isaiah 42:4, NIrV)

Jesus came to earth to carry out His Father’s plans, and the Father’s plans win every time! Jesus,
as the Servant-Rescuer, paid for sin when He died at the Cross. This is justice for those of us
who trust Him. One day, He will bring justice to the whole world. He will make everything right
again. And, there is no force on earth strong enough to stop Him!

Let's Talk!
+  When have you experienced Jesus being gentle with you?
« When have you seen Jesus being strong?

«  Whyisit good to know that, when so many things in the world seem to be going wrong,
Jesus promises to bring justice?

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER 29
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THE CRINCAL EIENIENT

READ MATTHEW 12:15-21

Justice. It's such an admirable word. Since | was a young girl, an innate
desire for justice existed and exists within me. Have you ever joined a
cause because it touted justice, only to find out that your definition of
how to achieve justice is quite different? Through the years, I've experi-
enced many instances where people have different perspectives of what
justice is and how to achieve it. Even in times of conflict, all parties want
“justice” despite seemingly opposite objectives.

When | read the passages of Isaiah and Matthew, what sticks out to meis
that Jesus was not sent to do the work of justice as a mere man; the Holy
Spirit was required: “Twill put my spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the
nations” (Isaiah 42:1 and Matthew 12:18).

Somehow, every person that crossed Jesus'path, despite their ideology,
recognized His uniqueness. In His earthly pursuit of justice, Jesus saw each
person’s humanity and did no harm. Matthew 12:20 says, ‘A bruised reed he
will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has brought
Jjustice through to victory.”

God is the ultimate executor of justice; we humans are not. This provides a
sense of relief. While we can do our best to follow the Holy Spirit in our pur-
suit of justice, we can rest in knowing that one day Jesus will bring “justice
through to victory.”

As we move forward on earth in our pursuit of justice, (until Jesus brings ul-
timate justice through to victory) let's be sure we have the critical element,
the Holy Spirit, involved on our journey forward. When we do, we acknowl-
edge the humanity in others.

For Reflection:

« Find someone who has a different definition of justice than you do. Before hearing their per-
spective, thank God through prayer that He created that person in His image. Ask questions
about how they envision justice to be achieved. Listen only to understand. Reflect. Then pray
about how this new perspective may inform your actions and decisions.

BY TAWNYA GANFIELD



A RIGHTEOUS JUDGE

READ PSALM 9:7-8

Many of us living in the US today are worried about the state of our
country and/or the amount of money we have compared to someone
else. It's hard not to worry and to compare ourselves to others.

Something that comes to mind for me is that | need to stop judging my-
self and others based on their conduct because God is the righteous one
who will judge the world. This is what we see in today's passage from
Psalm 9—David says that the world needs a righteous judge. We also
hear these exact words in Acts 17:31 more than a thousand years later,
"For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he
has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the
dead." God will judge the wicked based on what He views as wicked, not
what we think.

During this time of year | usually don't buy my family members or people
I love anything for Christmas because | like to remember the real mean-
ing of Christmas. But God put my fiancé, a God fearing woman, in my
life, and she has taught me that it is more blessed to give than to receive.
God gave us the greatest gift that we celebrate at Christmas—IJesus.
Jesus is the prime example of how we are to live at peace with others.
When [ am having a moment of judgment | need to remember where |
came from and what God has brought me through to where | am today.

I want to challenge you to pause the next time you are agitated when
things aren't going the way you want them to. Pray and ask God to direct
your thoughts and really trust that God will bring justice in His way and
His timing.

For Reflection:

How does remembering God’s grace to you help you pause and trust His ability to bring
justice when and if it is needed?

% Move Mary and Joseph and the donkey a little closer to the stable. Mary and Joseph were
filled with JOY as the time for Jesus’ birth came closer. Move each of the Magi figures a little
closer to the stable.

BY CURT CLEMETSON
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DIVINE JUSIICE

READ JEREMIAH 23:1-6

Believe it or not, there are times when | get tired and cranky after a long
day at school. Times when I'm selfish and act like everyone should cater
to my every need. In those times | get mad easily. There have been times
when | get home from school at 7 at night and I'm tired so | ask my sister
if she can unpack my backpack. Well, most of the time she says no, so

| get mad and ask my parents to tell her to do it but they say no too. In
these times, | feel like they should do everything for me so that | can
relax, but in doing so | end up implying that my needs are greater than
all of theirs.

Now, according to Google, justice is "the idea that people should be
treated fairly and impartially. It can also refer to the administration of the
law to make sure that people are treated fairly and impartially." I know
that my sense of justice is wrong. It's human. We all end up putting our-
selves before others.

In today's passage from Jeremiah, God is saying that the people who
were supposed to be in charge of enforcing the law—the kings and rul-
ers of the people—were acting like humans. They were acting selfishly
and mistreating their role as an impartial judge. Since we can't be trusted
to judge right from wrong, God promised that He would bring in a righ-
teous king, a fair king, and that king, Jesus, would do what was wise and
just for His people.

God decides what is just and what is right, not us. If you are ever stuck
in a matter that makes you question what is just and right, my advice is
pray. Ask God, who knows what is good and just, to help and to guide
you to the proper course of action.

For Reflection:

When are you most tempted to take “justice” into your own hands? Besides prayer, what
else can you do to trust in God’s ability to set things right?

BY LANDON CALER (GRADE 9)



GRACE @ PrACE

READ ISATAH 30:18 & ISATAH 9:7

In this year's Advent devotional and sermon series, “Who Is He?, we are
exploring the titles of the Messiah as prophesied by Isaiah. The names
that we read in Isaiah 9:7—Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlast-
ing Father, and Prince of Peace—help us develop a well-rounded under-
standing of who Jesus is and the impact He has on our lives.

As we reflect on the title "Prince of Peace," Isaiah’s words remind us that
Jesus'reign is one of peace and justice that knows no end. In the chaos
of our modern lives, we are invited to rest in the unshakable peace of His
kingdom. But Isaiah 30:18 also reveals God's desire to show us grace in
our waiting. Even when we struggle to see His plan, we can trust that His
justice and compassion are working on our behalf.

In my own life, | have found that waiting often brings its own kind of
peace, a quiet trust in God’s timing. In this Advent season, we are re-
minded to lean into the peace Jesus offers, trusting that His reign is just
and gracious.

For Reflection:
«  Inthis season of waiting, where do you need to invite the Prince of Peace into your heart?

« How can you embrace God’s justice and compassion in your life?

BY TURQUOISE PEART

61 JAINIDAA AVASINH.L

33



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20

34

A TIME FOR JUDGMENT

READ ECCLESIASTES 3:16-17

Recently, on a regular Tuesday night, | felt everything tremble a little
bit. Not like an earthquake, but like an explosion. Rockets were flying
overhead and being intercepted in air, and it didn't matter which side
they were coming from because we all knew one thing: something is
not right in this world.

I think you know that feeling too, even looking at the evening news:
mass shootings, financial corruption, clergy caught in sin, and the list
goes on. Our passage in Ecclesiastes laments with us that in this world,
wickedness is found where we should find justice and righteousness.
Humanity has been stuck in the cycle of death since the day our fellow-
ship in Eden was broken.

Yet although we live in this broken world, we are reminded by this piece
of wisdom literature that there will be a time when the cycle will be bro-
ken. There will be a time for judgment before God, and no deed will be
overlooked—righteous or wicked. The author of Ecclesiastes knows that
all will be judged, just as all will return to dust (3:20). This is our memento
mori moment, the moment when we all remember our death.

Many people try so hard to evade or escape death. Doesn't it feel un-
natural somehow? Dear Christians, we can embrace the remembrance
of our death because it is not the end! We can humbly embrace our
humanity with hope because Jesus overcame death and sits on the
judgment seat. Our hope is secure in Jesus, the One who “will return to
judge the living and the dead," as the Apostles’' Creed states. We trust that
Jesus is the righteous judge, just as He is our good, eternal King.

In Psalm 46:9, we are reminded that God is the one who “makes wars to
cease to the ends of the earth.” We know that our God is making all things
new, and although we live in the “not yet’, we trust that when the day of
judgment comes, the new heavens and earth will finally be revealed.

For Reflection:

+ Read and meditate on 2 Corinthians 5. Take time to notice the context around the judgment
seat of Christ (v.10): We should be of good courage (v. 6) because He has made us new (v.
17). Spend time thanking the Father for making our Judge also our Redeemer. Confess your
sins where needed and surrender to His love. Pray for others who also need reconciliation.

% Place animal figures in the stable. Rulers are usually born in grand palaces, but Jesus’
Kingdom—His justice—is different! He chose to be born in a humble stable, among the
animals.

BY MELODY



REFICCT € RESPOND

Open in Prayer

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask
God to speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

Rey Verse

Review the key verse for the week, Isaiah 42:1. What hope does it give
you as you live your life for God this week?

16 dAIINADAA AVAINIVS

Weekly ‘T heme

As you think of the theme for this week, The One Who Brings Justice,
where do you most need to apply this in your relationships, your work or
how you live for and think about God? Write out a one or two sentence
response that you can apply this week!

Share

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your
thoughts with?
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Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the LORD called me;
from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
? He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quwer.
5 He said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
* But I savd, ““I have labored in vain;
1 have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what 1s due me 1s in the LORD’s hand,
and my reward 1s with my God.”
7 And now the LORD says—
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself;
Jor I am honored in the eyes of the LORD
and my God has been my strength—
% he says:
“It 15 too small a thing for you to be my servant
lo restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
1 will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”

INAH 119:1-7
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S ONE WTHO RESTORES

READ ISAIAH 49:6

In the Sanctuary of Mercy church, in Borja, Spain, a fresco of Jesus

entitled Ecce Homo (Behold the Man) has been revered since the Span-
ish artist, Elfas Garcia Martinez, painted it in 1930. While not an artistic
landmark or overly valuable, this fresco holds a treasured place within

the village and area. Still, everyone could see that the fresco was deterio-
rating due to the impact of moisture and age.

Motivated to help, in 2012, 81-year-old Cecilia Giménez decided it was
time for a restoration of the fresco. And so, armed with her own artistic
views and no training, Ms. Giménez set to work. Unfortunately, she failed
to realize the great gulf between her skill and the task. Her “restoration”
took the fresco in a very different direction. Contemplating the botched
restoration attempt, one journalist described the end result as a“crayon
sketch of a very hairy monkey in an ill-fitting tunic”

Restoration is no simple task. It requires vision, ability, and capacity to truly
restore something whether in art, construction, or other domains. Con-
sidering how complex such work is with the inanimate world, how much
greater is the complexity of restoring damaged interpersonal relationships,
deep inner wounds, or the dealings between peoples and nations.

Isaiah the prophet tells us the Messiah of God will be One who restores.

Itis too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel | have kept.
Iwill also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth. (Isaiah 49:6)

This Messianic figure, Isaiah says, will have the vision, ability, and capacity
to do what seems impossible. For Israel in Isaiah’s prophecy, it was to
bring the lost tribes back from exile to dwell in the land and shine God’s
light to the nations. For those who encounter Jesus today, it is restoration
of damaged relationship with God, healing of deep inner wounds, and
the empowerment to bring the light of Christ to others. Jesus said it this
way: ‘1am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in dark-
ness but will have the light of life” Jesus the Messiah is One who restores,
and His restoration work is of divine quality.

For Reflection:

«  Find this week's discussion questions in your bulletin or online at eastbrook.org/WholsHe.

BY PASTOR MATT ERICKSON



READ ISAIAH 49:6 %M:[ ‘ I
Once upon a time there was a

shepherd who had a flock of

sheep. The shepherd would

take the sheep into the fields to

graze. They munched on sweet

grass, drank from clear streams
and rested on quiet, shady hills. Munch, slurp, snore—life was good in the protective presence
of the Shepherd.

Then one day, the shepherd noticed a sheep was missing. Only 99 were in his flock. Where had
the one sheep gone? He began searching right away because he knew there were dangers in
the hills — sharp liffs a little sheep could fall down and ravenous wolves and bears that would
like to eat a lamb for lunch.

The Shepherd’s search took him far and wide. He looked over hills and in caves for his lost
sheep. After many days, he heard plaintive bleating and hurried to a pit. He looked down to
find his stuck sheep covered in slimy mud. He lovingly wrapped his arms around it and carried
it back to the flock.

This is a retelling of a parable Jesus told, and it reminds me of the verses from Isaiah 9 about
the One who Restores. Restore means “to bring back,” and Isaiah 49 describes the Messiah as a
servant who will bring back the people of Israel to God. And, the servant will be a light to the
nations to bring salvation to all people.

You see, like the sheep in Jesus’ parable, all people have strayed away from him. The Bible tells
us that ever since Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden, we've sinned and been separated from
God. Jesus is our Messiah who came to bring us back to a close relationship with God where we
love and trust Him.

Let's Talk!
Why did the Shepherd go find the missing sheep?
Have you ever felt far away from God?

How did Jesus bring us back to God?

BY COLLEEN MITTAG
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READ HOSEA 6:1-3

“Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us, he
has struck us down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on
the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know; let
us press on to know the LORD; his going out is sure as the dawn; he will come
to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth.”
(Hosea 6:1-3 ESV)

In chapter 6, Hosea tells us we are ready to “return”to the LORD; yet, as
we prepare for Christmas this week, it is the LORD who is coming to us.
Just as the LORD had planned even before creation, God sent Jesus to us
to mend every tear and right every wrong. This was expressed like noth-
ing else when God's only begotten Son died for us all on the Cross.

As Hosea goes on to say, even God fully remedying every injustice done

to us over the course of our entire lives is just a step along the way to His
ultimate gift for us, and that is Jesus Christ’s resurrection. This holy gift is

far beyond what we can comprehend, being caught up in our everyday

worries and earthly preoccupations.

| tend to grow closest to Jesus when | constantly remind myself that His
entire story, spanning from before creation till after the end of time, is
running on a constant cycle. We may read Scripture and see the story
at a macrocosmic level. But every time Jesus saves you from tempta-
tion, or God spares you from intense pain, or the Holy Spirit guides you
in prayer—you can rest assured you have become a part of that cycle,
along with every other one of your brothers and sisters in Christ.

For Reflection:

« What themes do you see come up reqularly at this time of year? How is God asking you to
contemplate weaving those experiences with the beginning of Jesus’ earthly life?

% Place Mary and Joseph in the stable. The time has almost arrived for Baby Jesus to be born!

BY MARGAUX VEILLEUX



AN PAD To SUPFERING,

READ 1 PETER 5:6-11

Suffering. Whether we see the word in the Bible or somewhere else in
printed form, just the mere sight of the word can cause a slight increase
in our blood pressure. Suffering can take on many different forms, and

it will not stop because you are a Christian—remember, we do have an
enemy. 1 Peter 5:8 shows us one job description of the devil, “Your enemy
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” |
like to use the word attack.

So let me ask you, has the devil ever caused suffering in your life by at-
tacking your health, character, peace, patience, family, ministry...? This list
could go on and on. Maybe he is attacking you right now. Yes, we have
all come under attack and we all experience suffering, but there is good
news, his attacks have an expiration date. | know there are times when

it seems like the suffering (or attack) will not end, but there is a spiritual
clock counting down, and the devil's time is running out.

The birth of Jesus was God's promise of restoration for humanity, so
when the clock stops, and we cross over into eternal glory, ALL SUFFER-
ING COMESTO AN END! As a teacher, | use countdown timers a lot in
my classroom, and my students often beg me for more time when the
buzzer sounds to signal THE END. Well, the devil can ask God for more
time, but he is not going to get it.

The Lord of restoration was born, and God will keep His promise of re-
storing us, making us strong, firm, and steadfast when we cross over into
eternal glory (vs. 10). So, until that day comes, use 1 Peter 5:7-9 as one
form of ammunition, and keep in mind, the spiritual clock is counting
down, and soon the time of this life will be over.

For Reflection:

« Areyou currently suffering (or being attacked) in some area of your life or do you know
someone who is? How does remembering the birth of Jesus bring comfort and hope in these
moments? Make a list of scriptures you can read out loud or use in prayer to strengthen you
faith in the God Who Restores.

% Place the Baby Jesus figure in the stable. In the middle of the night, in this little barn, Jesus
was born! “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son ... .” (John 3:16).

BY CANDACE CARLISLE
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READ 1 PETER 5:6-11 %I

“All this took place to fulfill what the I 5 l
Lord had said through the prophet:

"The virgin will conceive and give

birth to a son, and they will call him

Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with

us’).” Matthew 1:22-23

Maybe you know what it’s like to wait for a younger brother, sister, or cousin to be born. You're
so excited to play together and to teach this new little person all the things you already know!
But then, the baby is born. And, pretty soon, you realize that he or she isn't quite the little
buddy you had in mind! Babies sleep and cry. They eat, and they fill up diapers! A lot of diapers!

Here tonight, on Christmas Eve, you're thinking about Jesus as a tiny baby—just like the babies
you have known. How could this baby do all of the things that Isaiah promised?

If you've been reading each week of this devotional throughout Advent, you remember that
Isaiah gave clues about what the Servant, Jesus, would be like. (And he didn’t say anything
about mangers or diapers!) Isaiah said that the Servant would:

Rule over us

Bring a message of comfort

Bring justice to the nations

Restore God's people and be a light to the nations

When Jesus grew up, He gathered followers and invited them into God's Kingdom. Then, He
trained them to go seek others to invite into the Kingdom. Jesus went to the cross to pay for
our sin and win over death! He will come back to make everything in the world right again.

But for now, Jesus in the manger—this is what set everything in motion! This is the answer to
all of Isaiah’s promises. This Baby named “Immanuel’; God with us, would change everything,
for all time!

Let's Talk!

Did you ever wonder why Jesus came as a baby instead of appearing on the scene as a
grown-up man?

Did you ever wonder what Mary and Joseph were thinking about as they looked down at
Baby Jesus?

Did you ever wonder what the angels were feeling as they announced the good news to the
shepherds? (See Luke 2:8-14)

BY PASTOR LAURE HERLINGER



REFICCT & RESPOND

Open in Prayer

Prayerfully look back through this week’s readings and devotionals. Ask
God to speak to you freshly as you consider them again.

Key Verse

Review the key verse for the week, Isaiah 49:6. What hope does it give
you as you live your life for God this week?

Weekly Theme

As you think of the theme for this week, The One Who Restores, where do
you most need to apply this in your relationships, your work or how you
live for and think about God? Write out a one or two sentence response
that you can apply this week!

Share

Who needs to hear this message today? Who could you share your
thoughts with?
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COMPICTING YOUR
NALVATY:

% December 25: Place the shepherds near the stable. The angel told them
that the Savior had been born! They believed, and there were the first to
see Jesus and to tell others about Him!

% January 6 (also known as “Epiphany”): Place the 3 figures of the magi at
the stable. The Magi have followed the star to Bethlehem and find Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph! They bow before Jesus and present Him with gifts of
gold (showing Jesus’ kingliness), frankincense (showing Jesus’ divinity)
and myrrh (showing Jesus’ humanity).



